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Theodore Bryson, D, C,

Secrctary-Treasurer LES HARDY
Arizona State Board of Chiropractic .1 1L
2605 E, Grant Road . &_

Tueson, Arizona

osn e ABITONA ATTORNEY GENERAL

This letter is in reply to your comumication of June 2,
1860, requesting an opinlon from this officc on the follow-
ing inquiry:

"Is 1t permissible or legmal for a Chiropractor
to usce the tem tChiropractic Physiciant?"

¥Is 1t permaissible or le;al for a Chiropractor
to usce the termn 'General Fractitionert?"

Thero arce some cascs which hold that a Chiropractor is not

a physiclan and we clte VWords and Phrascs, Permanent Zdition
32A,

s i3 not true, however, in Arizona, The term "Physician"
is cmployed by the Arizona le:;jislature in a senerdc sense and
it necans a person sitllled in the art of healing., Clte State
v. Borah, 51 Ariz, 313, 70 P.2d. 757; Gates v, Kllercase, 00
Ariz, 3.9, 168 P, 2d. 247.

To answer your firat question, we must direct our attention
to the provigsions relatling to the heallngs art. The Lepglse
lature and our A R.S. 3 32-1402, in preseribing the use of
the term "physician", preacribes as follows:

P .e.Any person using the nane Yphysician,?...
to induce othera to nelieve that he 1s en-
gaged in the treatment or diasnosis of dige
easces, injurics or defects of hunan beings,
shall afflx sultable words and abbreviations
to his name, wienever uscd on sipns or dise
plays, clecarly desisnating the particular
type of pracceicoe or wiiicihh such poerson is
Iicenced to practilcc, (<uphagsis supplicd).
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It 1s within the power of the Legislature to classify
Chiropractic as a branch of medicine or surgery, In
Arizona, thie practitioner of chiropractic is authorized

to practice the heallng art in a limited way - namely,
adjustment by hand any articulation of the spinal column,
ARS8, § 32-929, as amended 19593 Gates v, Kllercase, suprae.

It 1s plain to see that a chiropractor may legally use the
term "Chiropractie Physician” to induce persons to believe
that he i3 enpzaged in the chiropractic field of medicine.
The answver, therefore, to your first question is Yes,

A3 to Question No, 2, so long as the practitioner desipnates
by wvords or abbreviacion that he 18 a practitioner of chiro-
practic system of healing, there is no lemal objection to
his use of the term "General Practitioner",

In 70 C,J.8,, Physiclans and Surgeons, at page 815, with
respeet to the practice of nmedicine, 1t is said:

"eeeThe terms 'practitioner! and fphysicilant
are often synonymous, It has been sald that
an osteopath, a homeopath, a chiropractor, a
macgnetlic nealer, and a naturopath are alike
practitioners in the field of medicine,"

Apparently it 1s alright for a chiropractor to use the termm
"practitioner" as well as the word "physician', We feel that

he can also use the word "General Practltioner' so long as he
deslgnated the particular field of endeavor to vhich the general
practice relates, On this basis, we answer the second question
in the affirmative,

We trust this information is helpful to you. If we can be of
further gervice, let us know,

Very truly yours,
WAD Ci[URCH
The Attorney General

H, B, DANIELS
Assistant Attorney General
HBD:ec o AT

oh e, 575 £ %



