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OPINION BY: ROBERT W, PICKRELL
The Lttorney General

QUESTIONS: 1. Does a Justice of the Peace have
Jurisdiction on Arizona State Hospital
grounds in regords to Coroner's cases?

2. Does che Maricopa County Sherif?
deputies or Phoenix Police, elther or
both, have jurisdiction in regards to
investigation of Coronexr's cases on
Stats Hospltal grounds?

ANSWERS: 1. Yes, as limited,
2. Yes, as llimited,

A.R.S. § 22-501 reads as follows:

" ., Justice of the Peace as coroner

"Each Jjustice of the peace shall be ex offlclo
coroner within hils pleoino ;. any other Jjustice of -
the peace In the county may act as coroner
therein,’

The jurisdiction of the coroner within the Justice of
the peace preelnet is set forth in A.R.S. § 22-511.
f ., . Duby of covroner to investigate
certain cdeaths; Jury of inquest

"When a coroner is informed that a person has
been killed, cr has commibtted sulcide, or has
sudéenly dled under such clrcumstances as
afford reasonable ground to suspect that the
death was occaslonsd by the ect of another by
criminal meansg, th2 coroner shall go to the
place where the body ls located, and forthwith
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summon not less than six nor more than twelve
nzrsons, qualifieu by law to serve as Jurors,
to appear before him forthwith at the place
wnere iLhe body of ©the deceasgsed 13 loczted to
inquire into the cause of the deabth."

There 1s no exception to the coroner's Jjurisdilction,
founded upoil the location of the body at the time cf death,
in or unon the property of the state. A qualification of
the coroner's Jurisdicticn does appear, however, upon the
basls of whether cr not there 1s a ressonable ground to
suspect that the death was occasioned by the act of another
by criminal m=ans, 3i.d. This last stated conclusion may
be obscuce Lo the uninitiated, This is because the jurls-
diction of tne coroner, in cases of sulcide, terminates
upon the egtablishment of that fact. The followlng cases
hold, in gross, tha% the jurisdiction of the cororer l1s for
investigative purpcses only. Marvia v. Miller, 154 Penn,
Super. 75, Atl.2d 781; Crenshaw v. O'connel, Miss. 1941,
150 S.W.28 489, The construction of statubtes relating to
coroners, and the hiztory thereof, leans heavily upon the
common law,., C.J,S. §% 12, 15.

The jurisdiction of the coroner is, therefore, for
investigetive purposcs, and does not arise unless there is
reason to suspect that the death was the result of crime,

On the other hand, 1t does not appear thet absolute
Jurisdiction over the state hospltal is granted to the
superintendent thereof,

"36-206, Iufles of supevintendent; estlmate
of per copita.maintenunce chareges

"A. The supcrintendent shall have charge

of the state hospital and supervise and direct
its activities, subject to the provisicas of law
and the ruies and regulatlons of the board, He
shall be directly responsible to the board for
carrying oal the purposes for whlich the hospital
is maintained,"

It asopears that the authority of the superintendent of the
Arizona State Hospital lg clrcumseriied by the provisions
of law pertaining to the Justices of the peace, among others.
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A fine balance must be obtained to determine which of
the functions, or authorities, or Jurisdictions, 1s most
necessitceus at any particular time, Perhaps no state
institutlon requires contiruing supervision so much as does
our state mental institution. The exercige of the coroner's
Jurisdiction must, under certaln cilrcumstances or exligencles,
take a secondary role,

In like manner, it may be said that the jurisdiction of
the police of the City of Phoenix extends to the Arlzona
State Hospital grounds, In like manner, however, except
wheve an emsrgency 1s established and communicated by the
superintendent or his ageacy, the Jurisdiction of the police
of the City of Phoenix, wlthin hospital grounds and wards,
must assume a secondary role, This 1is only to say that the
securlity, treatment, and salety of the p=ilents at Acizona
State Hospital 1s primarlly the responsibility of tne
superintendent therzof. Law enforcement, by agencles not
necessari’y acquainted with the needs or problcmg attending
the mentaily sick, must necessarlly depend upon the
co-operation of the hospital administratilon.

We trust that thlis answers your questlons,
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ROBERT W, PICKRELL )
The Attorney General
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