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Dear Mr. Wren:

_ The Attorney Genaral acknowledges receipt of your letter
of July 15, 1959, which involves an interpretation of A,R.S,
§ 9-1007,02, Laws 1959, Chapter 125, Section 1,

Your letter astates that the City of Flagstaff recently
annexed the greater portion of the rast Flagstaff Volunteer
Pire District, which had theretofore been organized and oper-
ated in an unincorporated area. :

You request the Attorney (eneral!s opinlon as to whether
the assets of the Eaat Flagstaff Volunteer Flre Company, &8 -
well as the company itself, are merged and transferred to the
City of Flagstaff; and also the applicability of the remalning
provisions of the section involved arising out of the partial
annexation,

In solving the questlon presented, 1t is also neceaessary
to gonault A.R.8. ¢ 9-1007.01, Lawn 1958, Chapter 6, Section
1. S8ubseotion A of that sectlon provides!t

"When any part or all of the territory of any
volunteer Tire company i1s annexed to any city
or town %% guch annexed territory shall be.
excluded from the jurisdioction of the voluntesr
fire compeny.,"

Subgaction B then provides:

"Upon the effective date of the annexation no
assenoment or tex levy againast the residence of
the annexed arca shall thercafter be made,"
28.R.8. § 9-1007,02A provides:

"When an area having a voluntary fire company ###
1.8 gﬁ%@?@@g annexed to a city ox town, the volun-

teer Tire company of the arsa annexed and all of
ity assets of whatevor descwiptlon shall be merped
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and becoms a part of the fire department of the
amexing. clty or town upon the effective date of
annexaticn, (Emphasis supplied)

Construing A,R.S, § 9-1007.01 and A,R.8, § 9-1007.02
together, 1t 18 clear that the assets of a volunteer fire
company shall be merged and become a part of the fire depart-
ment of the annexing city or town only when the arsa of a
volunteer {ire department is entirely annexed to a city or town,
Here, only a part of the area comprising the East Flagstaff
Volunteer Fire District was annexed to the City of Flagstaff
and consequently, under the foregoing statutes, construed to-
gether, the assets of that company are not transferred to the
City of Flagstaflf, nor do they become s part of the fire de-
partment of the City of Flagstaff but will continue to remain
as assets of the volunteer fire department until its entire

area 1s amnexed to the City of Flagatalf, or until it 1s dis-
solved,

A contrary construction of the statutes involved would
have the effect of depriving the area not annexed of fire

protection, which 1s diffloult to conceive the Legislature
intended,

Very truly yours

WADE CHURCH
The Attorney Ceneral

ILESLIE C, HARDY ‘
Chief Asslistant Attorney General
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