Eom. Virgil ¥.,Chandler,

County Attorney,
Floremee, Ariszona.

Dear Mr.Chandlers

Tour letter of st £8th re uss #n o inien from the
Attorney Oemersl a: to ther or not your rd of Supervisors
mey legslly compromise the amount of taxes due on property aftor
sach proparty his beem sold to the 8tate of Arizona for taxes

er the provisions of Section 36, Chapter 108, Laws of 1031
m. 3088310 Revised Code of irizsns hpplun: 19%4), has been
raferrel to we for reply.

¥e have made a earefal atudy f the decizions regard . ng
the eom romic» of tazxcs and have fuiled to find any deeolsions
thot sre ia poimt. Xt appears that the statute in questiom was
sdopted from Colorado, but the same, to our knowledge, has never
been interpreted by t.‘clupnuﬂut of Colorado.

Pulling to find deeis ons which may guide us in sn inter-
pretation of the statute im juestion, 1t will therefore be necessary
to imterpret the sand effeot of Section 28 by construing it
together with other seet ons of Chapter 108, Luvs of 1881.

The seotien 'n cuestion (Seec. 36, supra) provides:

SCOMPROMIBSE PAYMRNT OF BACK TAXES: Vhenever it shall

appear t0 the board of rupervizors that :ny real estote
sontained in said BACK TAX POOK is not worth the amount

of taxes, interest, costs lties due thereom, »8

lin: 1- suld H& TAX or thst the sume ¥ ULD

NT FOR THiT AMOUNT, ula boar! may compromise said Saxes
with the OVNER, and wpon pa t to the county treasurer

of tha smount 1”“ upon bourd shall ixswe a CERTINI-
CATE OF NEDENPTION relousing said lands fros the LIEN of

suld taxes. The bosrd shall order the smount 20 peid
distributed to the various fands to whioh s2id taxes are
due, in the proportion thit the smount received besrs to
the whole amount chorged sgsaizst such truet or lot. The
board may orde® that no setion be hrought on sny speci-
o8 triet, f in Lits judgment such traet i3 not wmorth

Ml muy direet that any tox or fund,
)y of vhieh 1s being in the courts be
onittdd from smy setion browht hercunder, but the Judgment

"
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rendered in an action whe e sueh tax is ouitted,
shall not bar or effsot any subsoguent setimm Tor
lulh)tu 50 omiited.* (espitals «nd underscoring
urs

Bectiva 17 of suid e ptoer, (BQO. m’ﬁ, E.C.8B. IM
provides th.t the Couaky Iressurer shall keep = baek tax book in
whiokh « record of aull delin uenoies ure kest. PFrom this book all

operty upon shien taxes sre delin uent 13 pat up for ssle.

tion "0, prov des for the suie of sach proparfy, nd the lssasnece
of a certificate of jurahase, to the State of Arizons. Beetion 71

ovides for the ty.nefer of » certifisate of sse held by the
tate of Arizcas %o amy percon wheo shall pay smount s eeified.
Secotion 37 provides for redemytion fros the tax sale. OSeetlons
45 and 48 provide: for setiens for foreclowure of the right of
r tion snd jJudgnent for deed =t the frotion of three yesrs
froa salee It will be moted thut the tiie of Arizona i
speeificnlly ne'uded within the jroviasioss of these two sectlioms.
Beotion 49 o8 for the Lf:pasmee of 2 deed Lo such property at
the end of five rs Lo the persao or jpersons, ineluding the te
of Arizona, hold the sertilieats of purchase on suoh property,
where sueh person or psrroas, iue ading the State of Arisona, have
=t brought an setioa for such deed aw Yrandul n Sectlions h and

"ﬁﬂ' Section B2 provides for the “u‘t of g;opcrt upon which
the o of arizons b dis a tox desd ucd Bection 5 provides for the
sale of sach property by the hWward of superelsvrs,

Construlng these saetionsz together we 2 ¢ of the opiniom

thaot Goctiomn 36, relailng to compromise seillement, confers upon
the Board of Supervisors the no er (0o make sich o mpromise settlomeanty
only w to zay sale of sueh property, »nd not :fter the same has
been for taxes. It is our opinicn that the legisletare hos pro-
vided for :n olecticn of reaedies which u bo.rd of suparvisors may
eleot to take. They may either sell sich property for tszes al &

fc sale, ur, thoy usy comprumise the .mamt of the taxes due

they believe the property %ould not brisg the euoual of tuxes
intersit, costs, «nd penslties due therson w8 ech.rged n the hc‘
tax book, snd Lssue a gertifiente of redemption relessing such
property from the tag:im,

In fustamt ccs¢ we wre of the opiaion th:t yoar board of
does not h ve the ar or suthordty to ewuwyromise the
anounts due for the reason that = this property has beem sold to the
State of Arirora. It iz ouwr opinion thut the anlv pemady the vwner
hus 18, elthar pay wp the deiinguent cg.unts together with the anounts
that have aecrued sinoe the sale thersof, nd sscure » gertificate of

redeapti or, ,mrchase the same =h -
provis :." of i.lum 83, aunra. an the property is sold under the
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We have cnrefaily resd and considered the eases subaitted to
us by Hom, Herry J.Valentine of cuperior, bat =e sre of the cpinion
thet these esses nre mol sontroliing by Tesson of our statute belug
differemt from the statutes construed D said casen.

Por the re:soms givea it is the upinion of the Atiorney
Genersl that your Bosrs of Supervisurs has not power oF suthority

to comrromise taxes .ipon property whieh has beem sold to the ftate
of Arirame at a TAX 34i@.

Yery truly yours,

JOHN L. SULLIVAN,
sttorme y General,

ELMEK C. COKPR,
“'1.‘5&“‘.



