May 5, 1933,

Mr, J. Prugh Herndon,
Agsistant Comptroller,
University of Arizona,
Tucson, Arizona,

Dear Sir:

Your letter of April 27th t General
relative to public liability and prepe insurance
upon busses owned and operated by the Unive tyy 1s at
hand, You have requested an_seplnion of the A
eral as to whether or not, ¥n vi of the rider placed
upon the publie liability And operty damage insurance
policies covering your byses; y sAould refuse to accept
the return of premium tgndefed yoéu hy the insurance company.

caused insurance com-
insurance of the

It appears that the
ally affects the University

panies throughou
nature carried b5

same status as\a county or »chgol district, since it comes

within the clasa¥ : gf what is known as a public cor-
poration. The ofIeers arnd agents of the University perform
governm funetidng In/view of this situation, nelther
the UnjAersity of Ari g_rior the Board of Regents, which is
a corpor tity conducting the affalrs of the University
of , cany b held liable for damages as the result of
tortiio t acts of its officers, employees or
agentg, in) the exercise of the powers conferred
upon versity /of Arizona and the Board of Regents by

mentioned, it d therefore be illegal for the Unlversity
of Arizona ¢t public money for premiums on publie 1i-
abllity and property damage insurance covering its buses.
The Immunity of the University and the Board of Regents from
Jiability by reason of the negligent or tortious acts of its
officers, agents, or employees does not, however, extend to
the officers, agents, or employees, and they mey be, in cer-
tain instances, held personally liable in damages for their
tortious or negligent acts. The rider placed upon the in-
surance policies which you referred to in your letter has no

legal significance, and therefore we recommend that you accept the
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#2==J, Prugh Herndon.

return of the permium paid by you for such insurance
policles.

We also recommend that the driver of buses owned
by the University be required, at his n expense, to
take out public liability and proper mage insurance
upon the bus- or buses which he drives

Very truly

Attorney Genera

dlsflant Attorney General.
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