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- Kingman, Arizona.

vDear Sir:

Ve have your letter of the 2nd in reference to the
claim against the Estate of A, D. Coolldge, deceased. We have
gone Into the matter to a certaln extent and have come to the
conclusion that the claim was properly presented on behalf of
the State of Arlzona and Mohave County in a joint claim, and
that you ean maintaln an action on behalf of the State and the
County on the claim as presented.4

Section 2492m of the 1936 Supplement provides that the
Attorney General or County Attorney shall take the necessary
steps to recover such clalm and the amount so recovered shall
be pald Into the State Treasury and the County Treasury in
proportion to their respective payments on such pension. - This
provision seems to contemplate that 1t 1s a joint claim on
behalf of the State and County and that the apportlonment 1s

- made after a recovery is had upon the c¢laim. In the case of
Carr v, srohmiller, 56 Pac. (2a) 644, reading on page 646, the
Suprems Court salds

"We think, however, ‘since the pension for the month
in which the pensicner diles 1s made a part of the
funeral expenses, it is but reascnadble to assume
that it was intended by the le glslature to be a
Joint obligation of the state and county in pro-‘
portions of 67% and 33% respectively."” ,

If the payment of the pension is a joint obligation of
the State and County, we think 1t necessarily follows that the
recovery of payments made is also a joint obligation.

¥hen you file your sult, if you like, you may sign the
Attorney General's name to the complalnt along with your nanme,

Yours very truly,

JOE CONWAY
Attorney Genersal

 BARL ANDERSON
~ Speclal Assistant
Attgrney_General
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