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Phoenix, Arizona

Dear Sir:

We have your recent letter requesting an opinion as to whether or not

a chiropodist licensed under Chap. 112 Laws of 1941, is alloved to

use or prescribe narcotics in furtherance of professional duties.

The Arizcra Unlform Narcotics Act of 1935 defines a physicien es =

person licensed to practice medicine or osteopathy, or otherwise

licensed to treoat sick zad Injured muisn belngg =nd to use norcsiic
drugs in connectlion with such Lreatiwent. :

Secs 68=811, being Secs 11 of the Uniform Narcotic Act, states:

"A physlcian, osteopath, or a dentist, in sood faith and
In the course of nig professional sractice only, nay pre=
_8cribe, adaicnister, and dispense narcotic drugs, or-he may
cause the same to be administered ¢ a nurse or interno
‘under his direction and supervislon.”

If, thercfore, a chiropodist falls within the meaning of a physician,
as used in the Uniform Narcotics Act, he may prescribe, administer
and dispense narcotlic drugs in good faith in the course of his pro-

fesslonal practice. We believe that a chiropodist falls within the
latter portion of the definition of "physiclan®as used in s aid sectlion
to wit;

"or otherwise licensed to treat sick and injured human

belngs, and to use narcotic drugs in connection with such
treatment." ' )

We come to this conclusion from a definition of the word "cﬁiropody"_ 
as used in Chap. 112, Laws of 1041, which reads as follows: :

"Chiropody means diognosis or medical, surgical, mechanlecal,
manipulative, or electrical truatiwent of ailments of the human
foot and leg, but does not ind ude amputation of foot, toe or leg,
nor administration of an anesthetlc other than local,"

Certalnly a chiropodist is a porson licensed to trsat sick and in-
Jured hunan beinss and it is inplied by the above definition of
"ehirovody" that he may use ancsthetics of & local nature,

It 1s comzon krowledze that anesthetics of a local wvature incliude
narcovic asneabieticg, Thercfore, he ia entitled to use narcotlc
druzs In ceo nectlon with Lls treatuent of sicl and injured hwoan
beinzs, and ralls, thorefore, withln the definition of "physlecian®
as used In the Unilfornm Jarcotics Acte o

‘Such belng so, 1t 13 our opinlon that he nay in good faith and in
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the courso of his professional practice only, prescribe, admlniotor‘f;_kf
and dlspense narcotic drugs, or cause the same to be administered
by a nurse or interne under nis ‘direction and supervision,

Yours very truly,

JCE CONWAY _
Attorney General

EDY/ARD P. CLIKE
Asslatant Attorney- General .

EAl 1: cu.Di‘Qn "?' ’
Chief_Ass;suaat_
Attorney General, -
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