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v W, A, Goodwin, Superintendent
~ ¥otor Velilele Division
- drizona Highway Department
! Fhoenlx, Arizona
REs EXENPTION OF OFTICIAL VERICLLS OWNED

BY A FOREIGN GOVERIMMENT
Lear Sir

The question involved is whether the ve'iele of & consul of a forelgn

governmont is entitled to reglstration and plates free of charge under
gec, 66-235 of the Code, \

A treaty was entered into between the United States and the Latin American
eountries of North and South America which was proclaimed by the President
February 11, 1932, and appcars as Treaty Series, No, 843, Article 20 of
the Treaty provides as follows:

®Consular agents, as well as the employees of the econsulato

who are natlonals of the state appointing them, no: engapged .

in business with purposss of gain, in the state whare the:

perform thelr functions, shall be exempt from all national,

state, provinclal, or municlpal taxes levied upon their person

or prooerty, except such taxes as may apnly to the possesaion

or cwnership of real estate located in the state where dige

charging their duties or to the proceeds of the same. Consular

agents and employees wio are nationals of the state they rep-

, resent, are exempt from tax on the salaries, honorariums, or

| . wages which they receilve in return for their consular services,"
E ‘Under this treaty the Mexican Government in particular has been very
1iberql in extending to American consuls and officlals the imnunities
called for in the treaty end has even granted immunitites to officlals
ef the United States and the States beyond the striet terns of the
treaty., Likcwise Arizona has always becn very liberal in construing

this section and has always granted to llexican consuls registration
‘and plate fees free of charge,

Fo doubt the privileges granted by the treaty have been at tiges
pbused by foreign consular agents and probably by American agents in
the Republic of lexico, We think it 1s not our duty to assume that
such violation of the ireaty has occurrecd, nor 1s it our duty to

serutinize the activities of a forelgn consul with respect to the
pperation of his vchicles, : _

e, therefore, delicve 1t is your dudy to 1lssue registration and plates
free to consuia

r agents of a forelgn government when requosted,

Very truly yours,

JOE COTTAY '
ATTORNEY GENTRAL




