June 8, 19%0 /% e

v LAW LIBRARY
Mrs. Ana Frohmiller ' _ SEINIEY F{Y |

e
;"‘?',,.’ﬁ
State Auditor . e I R
Capitol Building AP{Z&%?A Aﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂl '
Phoenix, Arizona , { il §§ﬂ L. :
Re: Appbintment of State Egg ihspector ‘
Dear Mrs. Frohmiller: | . -

We have your request for an opinion as to whether the term
of the State Egg Inspector commenced on larch 1 or March 15,
1930, since the Govermor appointed sald officer for a term begin-
ning March 15, and the Senate confirmed him for a term beginning
March 1lst. 1In both cases, the expiration date of the office was
the first Monday in January, 1951. '

The office of State Egg Inspector was creatad by_statﬁte,
and provides that: - :

"The State Egg Inspector shall be
.appointed by the Governor, with
the consent of the Senate, for a
term coterminous with that of the
Governor." (Section 68-908, Code
Supplement, Section 8, Chapter 24,
Laws of 1941) '

The general rule of law 18’ that where the Legislature has
the authority to create an office, it may fix the term. In this
case, the only mention of the term-is that it shall be coterminous
with that of the Governor., : :

Where a statute creates an offlce and prescribes the length
of the term, with no date for the beginning thersof, and desig-
nates the appointing power, the appointing power may fix the
commencement of the tem. Under the statute in question, the
Governor has fixed the term as commencing March 15, 1950; the
only office of the Senate 1s to consent to the appointment, and
not to fix the term.

Hence, in our opinion, the term of the State Egg Inspector
commenced on kiarch 15, 1950, and, pursuant to the statute, ends
on the first illonday of January, 1951, '

Very truly yours,

. FRED 0. WILSON
Attorney General.

LORNA E. LOCKWOOD
Assist ant Attorney General

"LEL: rc

50-156



