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Fr. Avthur Pelier, Assessor, N
Holbrook, Avizona. N

Desr Sirs

Replying to your letter of Wovember 1, 1946, rclative to
collection of the licu tex on motor vehicless

: Prior to the adoption of Section 1L of Article 9 of the
 State Constltvtlon, Jamuary 1, 1941, motor vehlcles wvere gube-
ject to en ad valorem tax., Motor vehiecles cngaged in inter-
state commerce, and motor vehicles owned by the state, or that
enjoeyed an cxemption by viriue of Section 2 of Article 9 were
' : not subject to the ad valorenm tax, -

Seetion 11 of Article 9 clagsified motor vehicles separ-
‘ately from other personal propecty providing that, in lieuw of
an ad valovem tax, the ovmer pay a graduated tax baged upon a -
fixed rate and a percentage of the manufacivrers! list price
and to be reduced successively by one-~twelfth for cach full
month as registered after the first of the years

- In Lebeck vs Avizona (62 Ariz. 171) the Supreme Court
“interpreted the lieu tax amendnent, holding that the basis
of liability for taxation under the lieu tax provision was
premnised upon the proposition that the motor vehicle was sub-
- Ject to an ad valorem tax prior to the amendment. :

In determining, therefore, the 1iability for the payment
- of a lieu tax the same rule should be applied in the enforce-
"ment of the payment of the lieu tax as was applied to the en-
forcenent and collection of the ad valorem property tex on motor
vehicles prior to the adoption of the amendment.,

- The issuance by the lMotor Vehicle Division of its certi-
ficate No. 506 is made pursuant to Section 66~205, A.C.A., 1939,
directing the superintendent to issue a registration to a motowr -
vehicle registered in a forelgn state, and is not determinative
of the assessor's right or authority %OV&SSQSS as under an ad
valorem property tax. ' o
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