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Phoenix, Arizona 85007 ;Jy,
In your letter of February 4 you rcqucsted an

2
ey

Dear Doctor Dandoy:

_oplnlon on the following questions:

1. Where a resident of the Pioneers'
Home receives needed health services
outside the home, is it the responsi-
bility of the Home to pay the resul-
ting charges?

2. Is the same answer applicable to
disabled miners?

A.R.S. § 41-923, Admission to home; quallflcatlons
required; neglect or refusal to re1mburqe,states

A. A person of good character is
entitled to be admitted to the
Arizona pioneers' home, at the
expense of the state, who:

l. 1Is and has been, for a period of
five years prioxr to his application
for admission, a citizen of the United
States and of the state.

2. Has been a re51dent of the state
for not less than thirty-five years,
active in the development of the
state.

3. Has reached the age of seventy or
more years,

4. Because of adverse 01rcumstanceq,
failing health or other dJsabllJty, is
unable to provide himself with the
necessities and ordlnary comforts of
llfe.
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B. An applicant for admission to

the home shall submit in duplicate
with his application, to the superior
court of the county in which he re-
sides,a financial statement on a v
form furnished by the superintendent,
signed by such applicant under oath,

C. The director of the department of
health services may admit a person to
the home when the person presents an
order of the superior court of the
county in which he resides, together
with the duplicate copy of the finan-
cial statement submitted by the appli-
cant to the superior court, stating
that a full examination and investiga-
tion reveals that the person possesses
the gualifications prescribed by this
section. ’

D. A person admitted to the Arizona
pioneers' home shall pay to the state,
to the extent that he is financially
able to do so, the cost incurred bv
the state as a result of such person
residing at the home. The cost shall
be paid monthly to the supcrintendent
and it shall not be in excess of the
average monthly per capita cost of
operating the home based on the number
0f persons then residing at the home.
A pergson who neglects or refuses to
reimburse the state as required under
the provisions of this subsection shall
not be permitted to reside at the home
during the continuance of this neglect

-oxr refusal to pay. The provisions of

this subsection shall be applicable only
to those persons who are admitted to

the home after the effective date of
this section.. [Emphasis added]

"A.R.S. § 41-924, buties of superintendent; approval

of claims; disposition of monies collected, in pertinent
part provides: : 1

B. The superintendent shall admit
persons to the home upon the order
of the director of the department of
health services and shall see that
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persons admitted to the home are
comfortably cared for, fed, clothed,
and furnished with necessary medi-
cal treatment. [Emphasis added]

The latter section makes it the responsibility of the super-
intendent, among other things, to sece that persons admitted
to the Home are ". . . furnished with necessary medical
treatment." There is no distinction made as to where the
"treatment" might be provided; as long as the person re-
mains a resident of the Home he is entitled to receive his
needed medical treatment at the expense of the State.

Subsections B and D of A.R.S. § 41-923 were added
by Laws 1970, Chapter 93. As to {hose residents admitted
since August 11, 1970 (the effective date of this amend-
ment) , the provisions of subsection D relating to payment
of a per capita share of the cost of operation by finan-
cially able residents will require the Home to determine:

1. The actual cost of caring for
each resident less third party
reimbursements, such as Medicare
and private insurance proceeds.

2. The average monthly per capita

costs less third party reimbursements,
but including costs which are particular
to an individual patient, such as
outside medical treatment and pre-
scription drugs. -

These residents should pay the lower of the amounts result-
ing from these computations.

All computations of per capita costs should in-

‘clude depreciation of capital acquisitions and expenditures

from endowment earnings, as well as appropriated funds.
Expenditures from special donation funds should not be’
included in any of these computations since they do not
represent a cost to the state.

The purpose of applying these computations is to
determine the proper amount to bill patients admitted on
or after August 11, 1970 who are financially able to pay,

. in ordexr that: .
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1. He will pay "the cost incurred
by the state as a result of his
residing at the Home", and

2. His payment will "not be in
excess of the average monthly per

" capita cost of operating the Home
based on the number of persons
residing at the Home".

Since the Home will be paying for all medical
treatment needed by its residents, the patients should be
required to execute subrogation agreements so that the
Home can collect for deposit in the State's General Fund
all third party obligations to pay for health services
rendered to the residents of the Home.

Your second question concerns disabled miners.
A.R.S5. § 41-941 and § 41-942 pertain to the Hospital for
Disabled Miners. There is nothing in either of those
sections  which indicates an intention. of the Legislature
as to whether the medical expenses rendered to disabled
miners outside the Hospital for Disabled Miners should be
charged to the Hospital budget or to the patient.

It is noted, however, that the endowment funds
made available by Section 25 of the State's Enabling Act
provide support for the "miners' hospitals for disabled
miners". It is evident that the legislative intent was
to provide for places wherein the medical as well as cus-
todial needs of disabled miners will be met. It follows,
therefore, that if these medical needs are not or cannot
be supplied in the facility utilized as the Hospital for
for Disabled Miners, then the Superintendent should arrange
and pay for the delivery of such services by a gqualified
provider.

Sincerely,

BRUCE E. BRABBITT
Attorney General
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