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Dear Mr. VWslters:

We have your request for our opinion as to the possibility of
1iability being incurred by giving out information, including pic-
tures, of former inmates of the Arizona State Prison.

There have been several cases filed in the last few years by
heirs of deceased individuals clalming that stories or articles

- dealing with the 1ife of some person have been defamatory to the

extent that the heirs have been subjected to humiliation, and they
have therefore sought damages from the person or persons responsible
for the publication of the article.

. While in most instances there would be 1ittle possibility of
such actlons being brought against you individually, there would be
the possibility that someone might complain and Join you with the
writer of some article in such an action, _

As to 1ndividuals who are in the prison, if they would execute
a written consent, this would doubtless relieve you from any possible
claim for damages, while as to those who have been discharged or are
deceased the descendants would be the interested partles.

There are of course certain records in the prison which are
considered to be public documents, and as to those the public has
the right to seek and obtain the information that may be contailned

therein. As to this information there could be no possible 1liability
incurred by you,.

It 1s our opinion that furnishing pilctures might very possibly
lead to trouble unless the consent of the individual involved or the
relatives was first obtained, however, if the information is with
reference to an ex-prisonzr who is wanted, we belleve any information
which serves to help in his apprehension could safely be released,

As to prisoners who are now ceceased or who were incarcerated many
years ago, 1t 1s our opinion that only the record which appears in

the prison as part of the public record of the institution may safely
be released to persons applying therefore,. '

Trusting this answers your inquiry, we are

Very truly yours,

FRED O, WILSON
Attorney General

PERRY M, LING
Chief Assistant

Attorney General
PML : mw



