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26 August 1947

He L. Andérson, Assisiant LAW L,
Soll Conservation Commnlssloner, ' :

State Land Departuent,

B G

Deox e Andevsons.

‘In your letter of June 23, 1947, you request our

-opinlon on the aspeects of the handling of soill conservaiion

equipzent,

As we understand, the ecuipment has been conditione

- ally granted by the Soil Conservation Service of the Tederal

Government to our state for use by so0il conservation districls.
‘The progran you have created consists of allobting light
equlpsneznt Lo the individual disiricts, and the heavy equine
ment to zene committees, each of which circulates the equip=
ment amons the varions users. The latter are made up of
groups of distrlcts, vhich in turn, lesse the heavy equinment

- Yo users in the zone. Tuc zone comlthess actually coneist
~of so0il conacrvation districh supervisors, ngssexbled for the

purpose of adminlstering the use of this heavy eQuinment in
the respective zones. Since the Federal Governmont neither
replaces noxr repairs worn equipment, your Assoclation, tho

-representative state-wide group, has set a schedule of feos

- to provide funds for repairs and replscements so that the proe
- gram may continue unharipered. This entire procedure, you ine

dicato, has been followed in agrecment with the Federal agencys

. Under this state of facts you submit two questions
for opinion, which we quote: _ .
"1) Are such committees empowered to handle

' funds and conduct such operations?

2) UWho holds title to the equipment which
is purchased with the replacement fund
~collected from rontals of the equips~
“ment 2" : o

o 1) Ve belleve tho first question is answered by Sec=
tion 75-1710, A.C.A. 1939, supplement, which providess

"Cooperation between districts.= The super=
visors of any two (2) or more districts ore
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‘ganizod under the provisions of thils sct
ndy cooperate wilth one ancther in the ¢Exore
cise of any power conferrad in this act™,

A further grant of the power to 000pefabe isg found_
Ly folloua in paragraph 4 of Section 75-1709, A.C.A, 1859,
supplement, which we set out: » /

“In addition to all other powers, & soil ) ]
conservation Jiqtrict sholl have povier. to: !
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4, Cooperate or entcr into agreements
with, and, within the linits of avallable ;
appropriations, furnish financlal or other = !
ald to any sgency, governuental or othere ’
wlae, or any owner of laads within the dls-
trict, In carrylag on erosion control and
-prevention operations, sublect to such con=
ditions ag the supervisors may deem neces-
sary", B

And -the origL“PI power to handle funds and engage 1n
district fjacal ventures is found in paragraph 5 of Section 75-
1709, supra

“Ih addition to all other powers, a soll
conservation digtrict ohall have power to:
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b+ Obtain optlons upon and acquirs, by
purchase, exchange, lcase, gift, grant,
bequest, devise or otherwlse, any property,
roal or personal, or rights or interests
therein; wmaintain, administer, and improve
eny propertles ocqulred; receive income
therefrom and expend the same In carrylng
out the purpose of this act; and sell,
lease or otherwise dispose of any property
or interest therein in furtherance of the
purpose of this act".

The zone committecs are nothing but an excrclse of
these grants of powere. The distrlcts may do by association
what they may do of themselves. This they are doing in pro-
viding for the offectlve uso of the machinery which includes
the handling of funds arising therefrom,
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2) As a second question you ask vho owns the title

‘to the equipment purchased with replacement funds,

q~»4aThéyGWner-ofﬂthe'titic1W0u1d4b67th§twper90n“or:

'éﬁ@ﬁp agreed upon. It 1w our sugzestion that all parties con= -

eorned enter into an sgreoment for this purposo. For example,

- wiith respect to light equipment, the State snd Federal Govern-
- ments and local districts could agree that the title. to. rem.
placements items be vested in the district for its statutory
‘uses.. In the case of heavy equlpment, the State and Federal
Governments, the local districts and the zone conittees could
~-egreo that the title to- replacoment machlnoery bo vested in the
.zone committoes in trust for tho local Gistrlicts. o

Very truly yours,

JOuY I. SULLIVAIN,
Attorney Gencral

WILLIAY P, LANONEY, Jr.,
Assistant Attorney Goeneral
VPlfea

o : - If you have any further questiéns, we will be,glad,"’
'tOFanswer. ' : ' .

- 7}/0 7c’~v





