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o ‘You have submitted a request for an opinion on the
following mattor: ,

fiho Tndependent Ovder of 04d Fellows malntains @ Home
_ at Safford for aged and inflrm mesbers of thelr lodge and the
- needy widows and chlldren of deecensned lodge membera,  Txpoenses
- " for running the Ilowe are defrayed from a lodge fund ralsed by
I - asgesament on nembers. In order to be eligible for carc for
' . -himeelf or his needy survivors, a meuber subgscribes for such
T8t tho time Ne joing the lodgo.  This rule is relaxed in cer= .
~tain pressing circumstances. Gonerally, hovweveér, this category
- 7 of meubership 1s a guarantes of secnrlty in old age. ~fhe only~
o " further condition of eniry is that any property possessed by
' the applicant rust be turned over to the Home for a fund used
' .> to maintaln the ingtitntion. The care accorded guests, as they

_ave called, is. of the baest possible variety, They are given
‘a1l necessities and oven a small asmount of speuding uoney.

. The quegtlon has srisen with respect to the administra=-
~ tion of the 01d Age Assistance Iew, Article 2, Chapter 70, ~
Arizona Code Annofated, 1939, whether the aged guests in the
~‘Home -ave ellglible for asgsistance. T o '

cectlon 70202, Arizona Code Anmotated, 1939, a&s
amended by laws of 1941, Chopter 25, orovides. as followss:

- PELIGIBILILY FOR ASSISTANCE .~ Assistance shall
_be granted under this article to any person vho
meets the following requlirements:

1. 7Is not less than sixty-five (65) year
of age. :

- 2, 1Is a citlzen of the Unlted States.

3, FHas resided in the state for not less than
five (5) years within the nine (9) years,
3 and continuously for not less than one (1)
N “year, immediately preceding the date of

/‘/\ | application for assistance.
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Has not suffliciont income or OuhPP Tro=
?ﬂ :
_,tonc COﬂ“mulblO vilth dccencv ﬁn” h?;

“oos Lo neOVLdp a reasonaole

Is not an iamnte of or beinﬂ mainbalned b3
& 3

ay Lun*cﬁpal, state or federal dustitution
4nt the time of recelving assistance: . excepb

1w o gonest of the home for azed and inflnin

Aylzona ploueers. An inmate of an suchy Ins

Mtliltlon, except a penal Institutlon, way

-make appllcation for mssistance bui the

essistance, 1f granted, shall not begin until
after he ceaseca to be on inmate., 7This para=
gronh shall nobt be conatrued 4o prohiblt the
granting of agssistancee to a pargon temnope
erlly confined in en lnstitubion for mcalcal

or surglcol curoe -

~ Hag not, wvithin five (5) yeors prior to

the filing of eonllcatvon, made an assigne

~mont or transfer of property with the ine

teat of rendering himself eligible for
agsistance under thils article.

“Is not -bacmise of physleal or ment tal condi~

tion in need of contimued institutional care,
vhich care is rcaqonably svailable to him,

Does not have or own cash or othor personal
property, exclusive of household furnlture,

tho fair value of which P)ceeﬁ 1. one thousend.
doliars (1:1,000), ‘

Has not, during the twelve (12) months: imme=

diately proceding his application, recelved,

and does not currently receive, an lncome

from all sourceg, not 1ncludlng conuAloutionq
and assistance from publie or private charie

ties, of a net value exceeding three hundred

sixty dollars ({:360) per anmum. (laws 1987,

che 70 § 2, p. 310; 1939, ch. 61, § 1, p,
1663 1941, ch. 25, & 1, p, 32.)"

It 1s our opinion that the above .law, particularly
Paragraph 4, concluslvely anasviers this queatlion 1In the negative..

patontly ilmpos

~Asgumlng that thoe aged guests meet other requiremeonts, it is
alble for them to qualify as persons so devold .

of resources as to be lacking roasonable subslsicnce. The facts
indicate that they have comfortablo and sdequatoe caro in the
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d . Howme, and that such caro 1s tnairs as lonu ag they necd it.
g ; Since toe unlerlying philosophy of the. %oclal Security.
SRR ;,..‘laci Ao to provide.asslgtonce for tho. noed’g (3ardcopa County
RERIE D - Stabe, 51 Arlze 3723 W7 Pae. (24) 212), la our oginion‘
s ',Ltn ¢ both the nLrJ‘ nnd tho 1thor'0f ne Xs “unﬂora ‘the -
R ageﬂ cueats of this Home ineligible for Old Ago Aaq;stance.
Very truly yours,
- - JOHH L. SULLIVAN
P ' ttorney Geneval

L WILLIAN P. VAHONEY, JR.
i Assistant Attorney Gencral
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