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August 10, 1949

Ralph Morrow, Game Rangor Supervisor

Arizona CGame and Fish Commission

Dear lMr. Morrows

‘his home, which was sliuated across tho Av

Arizona State Bullding o ¥
Phoenix, Arizoni ' o

. Ve have your letter of August 3 rogarding an arrest
nade in Arigona on a warrant issued by a Jugtico oif the Poace
at Springerville. You stais that sfoer tho warrant was sorved
the ranger, at the requost of the peisoncr, accoapanled him to

$gonn 1ino in low
Mexico, and that the prlisoner, upon arriving thers, effected
an ¢scape by rejecting the jurlediction of the rangor within
tho Stale of lNew Mexico. You agk whother a ranfor has the
avthority to trangpori a prisoner under arrest tihrough any
portion of New Mexlco and waether the prisonor in question had

any logal grounds 0O sbtand on.

* The fundamenbal rule of law is, of ecourse, that an
officor has no jurisdiction outslds of his own state. There
is ono oxception to this rule, walch is the law of "close
purguit®. HMost states have enacted this law which, in effect,
gives an officer the right to enter another gsbtats to make an
arrcst when he is in "eclose pursuli” of the person sought to

‘be arrcsted when such person is belleved to have committed a

felony in the officerts own atatse. Even in that situation,
however, if the arrest is made outside of the officerts owvm
state, the officer 1s required to take the prisoner before
the magistrate in the state vhers the arrest was made and,
upon a hearing, when the magistrate determines whether or
not the arrest was lawful, then the officer must awalt oxtra-
dition before he can remove the man back to the original
state. Ve very nwuch doubt from your statement that your
ranger could have invoked the law of fclose pursuit®. Al-
though you do not state the complaint upon which the warrant
was issued, we assume it was nob for a felony.
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: Your ranger had made a lawful arrest in Arizona -
but, having once left his omm Jurisdiction and the prison-
er ﬁaving‘ escaped through his refusal to accompany the
officer back to Arizona, it wuld be necessary to make a
new arrest which, as we said, we doubt that the ranger
could do undeor the circunstances.

We know of no authority for a ranger to trans-
port a prisoner, arrested in Arizona, outside of the State
of Arizona, although we realisze that’ in some localities it
might be eﬁgedient. However, it is our opinion that the
ranger should not leave %the Jurigsdiction of the State of

Arizona if he does not wish the prisoner to make an effective

escape.
Yours very truly,
| KRED_O; WILSON _
. Attoraey General
LORNA E. LOCKWOOD -
Assistant Attorney General
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