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September 3, 1949

F. L. Porter, Secretary
Arizona County Attorneys and
Sheriffs! Association

Kingman,; Arizona

Dear Mr. Porter:

We have your 1 tter of July 23, 1949 wherein

you ask our advice concerning the maximum salary wnich

can be paid to the deputy sheriff in the varlous county
classifications in the State.

Sections 12-704 through 12-707 ACA 1939, as
amended, through and including Chapter 20, Laws of 19486,
fixes the smount of the salaries to be paid to the county

officers enumerated, among which officers 1is the county
sheriff, in the various county claasifications. These

sections also mske express provision for the posision of
chief deputy for each named officer and fixes the sslary
of =2ach such chief deputy. As typlesl of the provisions,
Section 12-704, supra, as amended by laws 1944 (2d Special
Session) Chapter 31 (1947 Supplement), reads in part:

"(e) In comnties of the first class
having a populstion of one hundred
thousend (100,000) or over, as deter-
mined by the officlal census of the
United States, county officers shall
receive the following snnual salaries:
Sheriff, four thousend five hundred
dollers ($4,500); county attorney,
four thousand five hundred dollars
($4,500) ; superintendent of schools,
three thousand nine hundred dollars
($3,900); clerk of the superior. court,
recorder, treasurer asnd ex officlo tax
collector, assessor, each thres
thousand six hundred dollars ($3,600);
members of the board of supervisors,

. each three thousand six hundred dollars
($2,600),"
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"(b) Each of the officers named in
subsection (a) other than the board
of supervisors shall appoint a chief
deputy, who shall receive an annual
selary agreed upon by the officer,
appointing the deputy, snd the mem-
bers of the board of supervisors of
not more than three thousand six
hundred dollars (%3,600) each for
deputy sheriff, deouty county attorn-
ey snd deputy suporintendent of
schools, and not more than three
thousand dollars (§3,000) each for
deputy clerk of the court, depnuty
recorder, deputy UPP&SUPGP and
deputy assessor."

Also see subsections. (d) and (e). Similarly, Section
12-705, supra, as amended (1947 Supplement) provides:

.\ "(a) In counties of the second

/ class, county officers shall re-
i celve the following annual salaries:
Sheriff, four thoussnd dollars
($4,000); clerk of the superior
court, recorder, treasurer znd ex
officio tax collector, assessor,
each two thousand seven hundred
“dollsrs (42,700); county attorney,
three thousand dollars (§3,000);
superintendent of schools, three
‘thousand dollars (%$3,000); chair-
~men board of supervisors, one
thousand elght hundred dollars
($1,800) ; members of the board,
other than the chsirman, onse
thousand five hundred dollars
($1,500) .
(b) Fach of the officers
named In subsectlion (a), other
than the board of supervisors,
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may eappoint a chief deputy,; who
shall receive an annual salary
agreed upon by the officer,
appointing the deputy, and the
members of the board of super-
visors,; of not more than two
thousand four hundred dollars
($2,400) ."

See Sections 12-706 and 12-707, supra. The latesat
amendment of these sections, Laws 1946 (34 Special
Session) Chapter 20, Section 1,

"(a) The annual salary of the

‘sheriff, county attorney, clerk

of the superior court, recorder,
treasurer and ex-officlo tax
collector, assessor and superin-
tendent of schools in the several
counties shall be an amount five
hundred dollars ($500) in excess

of the sslary prescribed for each

such officer respectively under

the provisions of sections 12-704,
12-705, 12-706 end 12-707, Arizona
Code of 1939, as amended by chapter
31, Laws of 1944, second special
session." _

‘ R I I BRI

"(c) The ennual salsry of the chief
deputy of each o' the officers named
in subsection (a) shall be an amount
five hundred dollars (§500) in excess
of the salary prescribed by said sec-
tions, subject to the limitations and
conditions imposed thereunder."

Page three

Is in part as follows:

3, 1949

These salary provisions clearly concern only
the officers themselves and thelr appointed chief deputies

and have no appliceability to any additlonal deputies or
assistants.
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- The statufory authority for appointing and
fixing the salary of such additional deputies and
assistants, including deputy qheriffs, is in Section
12-708 ACA 1939, which reads:

"Deputies how sgpointed end

hereinbefore named may, by and
-with the consent of and at
-salaries to be fixed by the
board of supervisors, appoint
deputies, stenographers, clerks
. and assistants necessary to
properly conduct the affairs
‘of ‘their respective offices.”

See also Article 12, Section 4, Constitution of Arizona,
and Sections 12-709 and 17-506 ACA 193¢ The last quot-
ed sectlion places no maximum upon the qa]aries which
might be fixed by the board of supervisors for such
deputies, and we are unable to find any such maximum
limitation elsewhere in our laws.

It is therefore our opinion that the boards
of supepvlqovs of ths varlous countliss ars fres to fix
tha salaries of all deputy sheriffs other than the chief
deputy (and of the deputies of the other enumerated
officers) at such rate or rates as appear to the boards
to be a reasonable and proper compenssation for the ser-
vices rendered by such deputies. This same conclusion
has been heretofore expressed in two former opinions
from this office. The first, dated July 10, 1942, was
addressed to the County Attorney of Gils County and con-
cerned salaries properly payable to the deputy sheriffs,
the precise factual situation herein discussed. The
second, dated July 12, 1945, dealt with salaries payable
to deputies of county officers In genseral and was ad-
dressed to the County Attorney of Yuma County. It might

be noted that Section 17-602, ACA 1939 limits the salaries

to be paid ranger deputlies to a maximum of one hundred
twenty-five dollars per month.
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o - The statutory authority for appointing and
fixing the salary of such additional deputies and
sgsistants, Including deputy sheriffs, is in Section
12-708 ACA 1939, which reads: :

"Deputies, how sppolinted snd
sslaries.-- The county officers
hereinbefore nomed mey, by end
~with the consent of and at
-salaries to be fixed by the
board of supervisors, appoint
deputies, stenographersa, clerks
- and assistants necessary to
properly conduct the affairs
‘of thelr respective offices."

See also Artlcle 12, Section 4, Constitution of Arizona,
and Sections 12-709 and 17-506 ACA 1939, The last quot-
ed section places no maximum upon the salaries which
might be fixed by the board of supervisors for such
deputies, and we are unable to find any such maximum
limitation elsewhere in our laws,

A It 1s therefore our opinion that the boards

of supervisors of the various countiss srs fres to fix
the salaries of all deputy sheriffs other than the chief
deputy (and of the deputies of the other enumerated
officers) at such rate or rates as appesr té the boards
to be a reasonable and proper compensstion for the ser-
vices rendered by such deputies. Thils same conclusion
has been heretofore expressed in two former opinions

" from this office. 7The first, dated July 10, 1942, was
eddressed to the County Attorney of Gils County snd con-
cerned salaries properly payable to the deputy sheriffs,
the precise factual situation herein discussed. The
second, dated July 12, 1945, dealt with salaries psayable
to deputies of county officers In general and was ad-
dressed to the County Attorney of Yuma County. It might

be noted that Section 17-602, ACA 1939 limits the salaries

to be paid ranger deputies to a maximum of one hundred
twenty-five dollars per month,
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We trust this is sufficient answer to your
question; and hope that our delay in answering has not
caused you any inconvenience.

Yours very truly,

FRED 0. WILSON
“Attorney General

-RICHARD C. BRINEY /
Assistant Attorney General
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