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"Dear Senator Stump:

- . In connection with passage of Senate Bill 1338,
s amending the Public Records - Law you have posed the fol-
.llowing questlons . D

{j1.. Does such a law require the Senate
" .. to compile and make available to the
. public the voting record of each

*Kf ~,Z‘Senator?
.-’?W’J. oo 20 I t:he answer to questlon #1 is in
Ve el - the affirmative, is the Senate re-
o e 7 quired to complle all recorded votes
e S . Oor only those votes representing final
0T ~"action upon a bill, memorlal or resolu-
R w;tion? _ : : _
s i il i 3, 1E the answer to question #1. is in
SRRTISITR B vre . the affirmative, does the reasonable.
e T . fee which may be charged include the -
T FEET . “cost of compiling such information or
S : ~i.-does it only include the cost of copying
e ‘:“;after such information is compiled? -
- -if_ - ‘ Senate Bill 1338 contains the following three para-:
R graphs, whlch are the only sectlons bearlng upon your questlons
S '“-'3.- All officers and public bodles shall -
W -+ maintain all records reasonably necessary or ap-
LotTe . _propriate to maintain an accurate knowledge of
EEREEER " theixr official activities and of any of their
R S activities which are supported by funds from the
- ST state or any political subdivision thereof.
oy
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, , 5. Any person may request to examine
." - or be. furnished copies, printouts or photo-
-+ . graphs of any public record during regular
. office hours. The custodian of such records
"8hall furnish such copies, printouts or photo- o O
.+ ..graphs and may charge a reasonable fee if the SR
¢+ .7 facilities are available, subject to the provi- .
=t .. slons of §39-122, The fee shall not exceed the e I,
- -commercial rate for like service except as o SR
~ otherwise provided by statute. '

- 6. If the custodian of a publlc record
'ldoes not have facilities for making copies,
printouts or photographs of a public record
- which a person has a right to inspect,  such
. person shall be granted access to the public
. . record for the purpose of making copies, print-
.~ outs or photographs. The copies, printouts or
j'ghotographs shall be made while the public record
‘{8 in the possession, custody and control of the
custodian thereof and shall be subject to. the
supervision of such custodian.

- The foreg01ng language requires only that officers

S and public bodies "shall maintain all records reasonably neces=
sary or appropriate to malntaln an accurate knowledge of their .

~official activities . . .". While this language is extremely

general, we believe that it must necessarily give agencies

" broad discretion as to the method and form of keeping records.

. In the-absence of bad faith or a manifest intent to frustrate

:'~ffknow1edge ‘of their official activities . . .":

fhe purpose of the act by keeping records in a form designed to

ffﬁﬂke them indecipherable to the public, public bodies retain the
“.discretion to keep their records in any reasonable manner that
..gexrves their needs and allows them to malntaln 'an accurate

Accordlngly, we conclude that the traditional method

of recording votes in the journmal and maklng the jourmal pub-
- ‘ldely available compxles w1th the pIOVLSlonS of the Publlc Re-
- cords Law..'__ _ : : _ o =

‘Please let me know if'we can, be of_furtherlassistance.

'f%j??m;_ ff' ', _L'3_81ncere1y,

L ":FlBruce E. Babbxtt
. Attorney General
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