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703 The Yonorable Wesley Polley

, Cochise Cownty Attoinsy
Bisbee, Arizona

RE: Quallfiecations of spirliiuvous
liquor llcenses,

QUESTION:  "May a non~resident of the
State of Avizona owm, hold
and operabe a splrliuous
Jiquor license by leasing it
to a resident of the state of
Arlzona?"

¢

Seetion 72-106{a), A.C.A. 1939, as amended, provides in
pertinent part as follows:

"72-106, Qualifications of lleonses,
(2) Every spivitious Liquow 1iconuces,

other than a c¢lub licenses, shall be a
eiltizen of the Unlted States and a bona
fide vegident of the gin o)
1Y a partnersiip, eccil LAacsh

S
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bona fide resident of the state
Arizona,” :

From the unequivocal phrassolosy containzd in the sbove
quoted statute, 1t 1s the opinion of the Gepartment of law thai
a non-cesldant of the State of Arizona may not legally owm, holad
and operate a spirltuous liquor license inasmuch as regidengy
within the state 1s a prescribed conditlon of ‘ovmership,

It necessarlly follows that 1f a non-resident nay not diréctly

~own, hold and operate a spilrituous liquor license, such a non-regie
dent could not do so by indirectlon, to~wlt: a lease of a license
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purportedly owned by hih. To lawfully operote within this state,
- the lesgee of a licenze must derlve hie rights from o lawfully
- licenged poercon -~ to be lowfull

¥y licensed requlires the ouwner to
be a resident of the state. D

IWe'must therefore anﬁwer‘your guestion in the negative.

ROSS I, JONES
The Attorncy General

' JAVES P, BARTLETT
- Asslatant to the
Attorney Ceneral
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