LAW. LIBRARY
INIONA RTIORREY GERERAL

February 16, 1954
Letter Opinion
No. 54-20-L

The Honorable Laura McRae
House of Representatives
Capitol Building

- Phoenix, Arizona

Re: Deputy registration officers; election precincts
Dear Mrs. Mokae:

This 18 1n reply to your oral request of January 29, 1954,
wWherelin you request an opinion of this office conerning the effect
of merger of precincta after the appointment of deputy reglstrars
by & county recorder. : :

The authorlty of the county recorder to appoint deputy repgis-
tration officers is found in Scetion 55-202a, A.C.A. 19339, as amended,
which provides:

"55-202a. De uty repgistration officers.-- -
When the coungy recorder shall deem 1t neces-
sary or advisable, in order to expedite or
facilitate the registration of electors in any
precinet he may comnission deputy rezlstration
offlcers for such purpose. He may appoint in
each precinct in the county deputy registrars
equal in number to not more than the numbep

of pollitical parties having candidates on the
ballot in the last general election., Before
making any such appointment he shall request
the county chierian of each such political
party to recommend a person for appointment,
and 1f a county chairman shall within ten (10)
doys of such request nominate a person who 1is
otherwlse qualified, the person appolinted shall
be selected from thoge so reccommended., Deputy
registrars must be qualified electors of the
precinct for which they arcappointed, but may
take registrations in any precinct in the county.
No person who is a public officer or a candidate
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for offlico, other than a candidate for the office

- of preclnet commltiecnan, chall be eppointed a
Geputy roglstror. A person appointed deputy
rezistrar shall have o fixed office, placo of busi-
nees o recidence; ghall be qualified to toke
eclnmowledpnonts of affldavlite of reglstrotion, and
shall scrve without poy."

A careful study of the election laws of the Stobe of Arigona
reveals no provislon goecifically dealing with the above problen;
however, 1{ is the opinion of the Dopartment of Law that a change
of boundarlca of a precinct does not inso facto vocate the ape
pointmont of previowsly qualifilced deputy registrotioa officers,
Thio is trus for the reagson that 1% iso not the deputy'!s oun
octions which hgve placed him in another precinet but, rather
the actlons of other agcucles of whoa he hos no control,

If the depuby reglstration offlcer was a qualified elector
in the precinct for walch he was commisgiloned, the statubory
- quallfications have been fulfillled, notwithstanding a chonge in
precinet boundarles after hilg appointient,

The scope of dutles Of g deputy reglstrar 18 not aflfected
by a change of boundaries for, s will be noted from Section
55=-2022, guora, such person "May take reglstrations in any pree
einct in the county."”

It should be pointed out, however, that the languasze of the
above stabtute 1s poraicsive in its terms a3 16 pertalns to the
pover of the county recorder to appolnt depuby registrars. It
would appear that the appointee serve at his pleasure., Cone
sequently, 1t would no dount cnczhle the reecorder to dismilcs those
depubles in exncess of the muber equal "$o not more than the
nuuber of political partles having candidates on the bailol in
the 1aot gererol electilon," If the eounty recorder sces £it to
dismiss a previously appointed depuby registrar, it is the opinion
of this ofiice that such Qicnissal moy not be done in such 2 mone
ner ao to allow the remalning deputy reglotrars te be repre-
sentavives of the same political party. In other words, 1t 1a
the intention of the siabtuto thot the aeting and qualified deputy
reglstrars be equally divided besweoen the various politcical
partles having candidates on the ballob in the l=nt general
electlon. TFor example, i1f the residence of one addltional
reglotrar were included in tho newly ereated precinet, in addie
tion to the other qualified and eppointed deputy registrors for
the old precinet, the county recorder would be enabled to dise
mise only the depuby or deputies which would balance the equal
repregentation contemplated in the above gvatutory secctlon,
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Ve trust that the foregoing will be of apasistonce to you.
| Yours vory truly,

JPB/CHG - - JAMES P, BARTLETT
G Asnlstant to the
Attorney Ceneral
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