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The Honorable De Ve dartin ' ' N
House of lLepvesentatlives

Capitol ;u&ldinb

Phoenlix, Arizona

Re: Proscott Ristorical Soclety
Dear iir. NMarting
Pursuant to your oral reguest concerning appropriations for
tiie Proscott nlsforiccl Uoclisty, the following iInfersatlon has been
oblained by this oifico.

The Prescott Historical Soclety nas never been created oy

‘enacirent of tho Arlzona Legislaturce Chapter 32, Mession Lavis

of 1417, provided for the purchase and restoraticn of the old
gubernaiorlal mansion &t Prescotis wne of tho provisos in this
Act read to the offcet that tie Jtate voard of Uontrol was given

tiio autnority to purcihoess tiw old gubernatorlal manclion provideds

C®s o & however, that 4 sood and sulfficlent

agrecrent be flest executed and deliver:d to
-the rourd of Conitrol in the naxe of the State
of Arizona, by the wrayor and com.on council
of the Cliy of Prescott, guarsnitecing in .
perpetulty full care en J maintenance of sald
Gubernalorisl .iansion. :

On Jemuary 20, 1997, thn city of Prescott turnnd the suborna-
toriaol sanslon ovoer to V“allot iall Yor her use during her “1ife-
time. Iollowing heor death, 1t is presumed that the nr oserty was
turncd over Lo (e Prascott lilstorical Soclelye -

Articls 9, Sectlon 7 of tho Arizena Constitution provides
that no anpronriauion mey Le wade by the Legislature which is a
donatlon or a grant to any 1n11x1lual, astociatlon, or corporatlon.
Howevor, the appropriatlon to the Prescott itlstorical Soclety
would not fall within this 00uatitutionul prohibition. 1i1ho old
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gubsrnatoriel mansion was purchased by the stote purevant to
Chaplter 32, Seaslon Laws of 1U17, supra, The state, in the past,
hag appropriated cervtsin amrunis to the dovernor Ifor the uss of
the Prescott HisbLorlcel Soclotye Uhis should not Lo considereod

a donntlon, crant or subolidy to the Proscott listoriesl Socioly,
but rather should ve conslderod an componsation to tho society
for Lheir sorvices In prescrving staie property. It is tie consie
dered opinlon of this department that tho appropriations havs,
therefore, toen consonant with the law end iho constitution ol the
State of Arlzona,

I trust that thls snswera all of your questlons e¢oncornlng
this matter, : '

Y¥ours very truly,

FOLEERT Co SUUBES
R Asslatant to the
.\ Attormey denerel
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