SARL W. TATH
MEIMBER, BOARD OF TRUSTEES, YUCCA DISTRICT NO.13
MOHAVE COUNTY, ARIZONA.

Fsb, 6, 19%%.
Hon. C.H,. Mainﬂ,
Ways & Meands Comulttee,
House of Representatives,

Phoenix, Arizona,

Dear Sir:

i have just filled out the questioneire which you
sent to the Yucca school to ascertsin the importance of Vetersns'
and Widows' exempiions on the Schosl Disgtrict taxes, Howaver, due
to the fact that few of our school children are from the homes of
elther Veterans or widows and less then 1% of the preperty in the
Distriet belongs to either, the answews will not fit into the
pleture which you arve evidently attempting to form.

Our assessed valuation is $1,973,896.00, nearly all from
The Sante Fe, the Wl Pago Hatural Gas Co. and three small mines
in the Distriect., The Sechool tax rate is g5.17%6 per mndred dollars.
It would be shout half thet rate but T lilt new rest rooms last
fall out of the seventeen cents.

From the trend of your questicnaire it would appear that yon
are attempting to vrove that the high sehool taxes sre the rasult
of Veterans' and widows! exsmplicna., Sinee these exempilons sre
by Constitution Amendment and san be voided only by another Amende-
-ment, wahich I do not balievs would carry, why not {ry to gorrsct
the administration of the presant laws.

Ascording to the Phoenix papers, where scheel taxes are ine
ordinately high in all metropolitan Districts, there are blocks
and blogks wholly oceupidéd and owned by Veterans who pay no school
taxes, low, elther the reporters are wrong, or, if their stories
are corract, the Assessor's office is lax, Investigation will show
that ninety some ofi paercent of these nomes are eommunily property.
‘There is no law exempting the wife's share of commualty property
and these Veterans should be paying half taxes. Are they?

According to my informents Maricgpa County values property
at some 24% for tax purposes aginﬁt 29% in Mohave Couaty. Has your
Committee found out how many exemptees this extra {ive percent in
assessed value would be over the five thousand mark send have no
exemption. Does the Assessor's office when eppraising & Veteran's
property add the worth of his car, truek, trailer, and other person-
-al property to the value of his real property in establishing
whether he is entitled to any exemption? When the Veteran filis out
his exemption czrd doesths elerk try to ascertain whether any of

the property listed is comunity property? Is the Legislature (in
this election year) willing to pass a lew requiring the Vetsran to
state under ocath that part of the proveriy listed on his excmption
card which is community property and what part is not? Has yvour
Committece investigated to learn if some assessors make a practice

of glving Vetersns two thousand dollars exemption even when their
total vaiuation is more than five thousand?
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I understand that part of the motor vehiche "in lieu" taxes
goeinto the school funds. I have two cers, one in wmy name and
the other in the name of my wife and myself, When I buy license
plates the elerk gives me total exemption on one car and one-half
exemption on the other, Yot both are community property. This
is the nraetice all over the state because of laxness. The taxes
lost on eommunity cwned ears and trucks ia the state must amount
to a very great deal of money. Hes your Committee investigated this
phase of exemptions?

The Phoenix newSpepers quite often tell of large real estate
trensections, often wentioning Che high prices brought by the
prorerty sold, Heve you checked any of these properties to learn
if the valuation for tax vurposes 1s too lew? You will have %o
withstand attacks from meny sources if you de this as it may cause
a deflaticnsry effect on business real estate.

Recently I was instrurzental in negiotation betwsen 2 ranch
owner and a large mobor manufacturer oa desert e¢razing 1andsz
neaded by the manufacturer for a Proving Ground, I offered Plve
dollars per acre, bthe rancher asked more, "ine land is only assess-
-ed at seventy-Iilve cents per acre," I told him, "What the land is
assessed ab is the business of your county but what T =el? 1t for
is wy business," he replied. Land assessed for seventy-five cents
was 5014 for fifteen dollars per acre. County officials tell me
that notinlng can be doune aboul grazing land sssessments becaunse
they are vigid and are set by the 3tate Tax Commission., Another
cases: A mlaing sngineer wented & certain state seetion of land
because the sntire section wss underizin with msngercse oroe. ile
could not buy 1t from the state because the state is not allowed to
sell mineral laad, So, he got the fsderal government te trade the
state another section for 1t and them bought the section from the
UeSs Land Department as a remote section, It has beasn core drilled
by the U,3. Pureau of Mines cnd by orivsts enterprise and found to
eopbain millions of tons of manganese ore. It 18 taxed on a2 valuate-
-ion of seventy~five cenic per acre instead of twenty-Ffive dollars,
the reguler valuation set in this county for mineral lends, The
difference beluween a sixbeen thousend dollar valustion and four
hundred eighly saves the owner a niece plece of chenge, Yot, the
county says they can d¢ nothing tc remedy the sitvation.

I suggest that your Committee hire an appraiser, znd beginning
in Phoenix where most of the howl is coming from, snd wake a spot
survey of Veterans' exempdions. Go to different éloeks find out
what the Veteran paild for his home, value of subsequen% improvenents,
value of furniture, cars( should be added to the total of other
property), and other personal property to find out what hde total
valuation should be, Then check the assessor's office to find out
the status of the exempilon there. Alsoc be sure to chsek some of the
business and professional men who are veherans and live in homes
worth fifteen to twenty-five thougand dollars and find out if they
are getting any exemptlon. After you get the faeis in Phoenix, spot
o?p::iother perts of the state., Your findings may amage the people
(e} ZONE »

The Conatikitution of Arizone provides that churches and other
non-profit charitable organizations may be given exemption from
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taxes on property owned and use for nen-profitable purpeses,
Has your Cormittee investigated to learan how many of these
organizations have property which they reat ocut or which other
~wise brings them an income?

1t would appear to {his obscrbor that certain state offieials,
those who are erying loudest about tax equalization, are perhaps
aiming their gun® at the Railrceds, the ccpper mines, and the
El Peso Netural Gas Co. And Phoenix texpayers probabiy would like
for these outiits to pay part of their high scheool taxes. However,
before any such attempt, why not try to plug the loop holes in
the present methods of valuation and tax colleebing.

I do not sea how Veberan's orgenizations could honestly fight
against the above suggestions. They should feel that only Vebtarans
entitled to exemptions sh uld get them,

I an sending a copy of this letbter to Sen. Harle W. Cook,
Rap. Sobert Merrow, and to Gov. Howard Pyle., As a deucceratic
precinet committeenan and vice-chalrman of the Democratic Central
Comulttes of Mohave County, I believe that bobth of our legislators
will suppert any honsst attewvt to remedy taxation ills. I shall
urge thez to do s=n,

Respectiully XYours,

Barl V. Zate



