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ARIZONA 

Dun land, sun land, rope and spur and gun-land, 
What is your enchantment that you haunt my dreams ~ 

View land, blue land, flash-of-every-hue land, 
Peak and plain and calion-cradle dimpling gleam. 

• 

Sad land, glad land, poor old pagan bad land, 
Sometime to your castle we shall find the key; 

Wild land, mild land, slllmb'ring, witch-beguiled land, 
Then you shall awaken, ' smiling, strong and free . 

, 
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The task of writing this History of Arizona was undertaken with a degree 
of confidence much stronger than later felt when there came fu11er appreciation 
of the magnitude of the task. For, though Arizona may be called the Baby State 
and though within her borders last may have been found the nation's frontier, 
her history is one of rare antiquity. '\Vhen the first English entered Chesapeake 
Bay the Spaniards already had been in Pimeria nearly seventy years and the 
landing of the Pilgrim Fathers on Plymouth Rock was full eighty years after 
the passage of Coronado, who here found Indians who for centuries had lived 
in well-ordered cities. The material has not been easy to gather, though much 
has been written upon the Southwest. Yet Bancro£t's volume on Arizona, and 
New Mexico, issued in 1889, was the only work that approximated complete 
treatment of the subject. The author felt that he had accumulated much data 
in the course of ove!' thirty-six years of residence in Arizona, years mainly 
devoted to newspaper and general writing, yet must confess that the field of 
Arizona history, when delved into as an occupation, has produced much that was 
strange and much that has changed his ideas on matters theretofore by him 
considered settled. The Territory has had many , chroniclers of legends and 
events and many scientists have studied her ethnology and her natural features. 
There has been less trouble in finding material than in classifying it, balancing 
it in relative importance an9, finding the place into which each item best would 
fit. In this connection, in the consideration of a number of important features, 
it has been thought well to make classification by subjects, rather than to observe 
close chronological sequences. 

In the progress of the work continually has been impressed upon the writer 
a feeling that Arizona is a land apart and unique. She has her own features 
of dual climates, of peculiar native flora and fauna, of contrasting wooded and 
snow-capped mountains, rising out of waterless, sage-colored, far-stretching 
plains, of "deserts" that become oases when torrential streams are checked
all broadly .it variance with Nature's manifestations in any other State of our 
Union. Indeed, it has been said that only in far-off Palestine are these condi
tions in any wise duplicated. 

There is a charm in all, that includes also the history of this Sun-Kissed Land, 
even though the epoch considered be one of dreadful tragedy. The stage setting 
always has been dramatic. In the wondrous, many-hued framing of the' deep 
mountain canons are cliff dwellings and on the plains are mysterious cities of 
an unrecorded past. Across the glowing landscape have paced mail-clad con
quistadores and brown-robed, sandaled friars. From the stage's craggy wings 
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have stolen forms of Indians, naked, painted, and thf:} foreground still is wet 
with the blood of the slain. There has been conflict, real and long-enduring, 
with successive soldiery of three nations holding back a cruel foe, and at least 
one struggle of civil strife. 

On the pageant pathway have passed filibusters, bandits, desperadoes, cow
I boys picturesque on broncos and prospectors with their humble burros, creaking 

carretas with their horn-yoked oxen, emigrant trains bound for the land of gold, 
, freighting" outfits" with wagons of wondrous size and long strings of strain

ing mules, "thoroughbrace" stage coaches, settlers who literally bore a rifle on 
every plow beam, engineers, through whose transits a rosy future first was 
seen and lastly the railroad, bearer of a modern and stable prosperity. Long 
sections of the panorama must be shown to secure realization of the travail 
through which the State has come into her newer life and then of her more 
modern progress there must be detail. 

What we of the territorial generation have knOown as the real pioneers of 
Arizona, those whOo came before or about the time of the Territory's organiza
tion, nearly all are' gone, though there remain a few such men as Hughes, Genung 
and Banta to give evidence at first hand concerning the days when life was the 
Oonly cheap article in the Southwest. 

It is appreciated that the tale presented of early days may be over-sangui
nary and that large space has been devoted tOo the Indian warfare, of most 
unhappy memory. But no other part of our Nation ever fought its way to the 
star of civilization through such tribulation as here known, and this day is made 
the happier by contrast with the dark and bloody past. 

The author owes much to Dr. J. A. Munk for the' fre~ use of his wonderful 
• 

collection of Arizoniana (of 7,000 titles) in the Southwest Museum in Los 
Angeles. He would acknowledge also his indebtedness to scores of Arizona 
friends who have contributed much material and the help of good counsel and 
sympathetic interest. 

There has been attempted only the plainest of condensed narrative, yet it 
has been SOought to present as vividly as could be' done the full story of "The 
l\larvellous Country." The result it is felt must have its percentage of error, 
'both of omission and commission. But herewith it is presented, done in sincerity 
and in the love of the land of which it deals. 

J AS. H. MCCLINTOCK. 

PH(ENIX, ARIZONA, January 1, 1916. 
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