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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 
UNIVERSITY LI BRARig;S 

Readers who attended the business meeting of ASLA at the Conference 
in September will remember my impromptu sermon on getting involved. I 
suggested that I was tired of hearing the "high whine of discontent" from 
people who never seem to be visible when it comes time to roll up our 
sleeves and go to work. I will not belabor that point except to say that 
if you think there are things the Association can do for you, let us hear 
from you. And don't forget ·to volunteer to serve on one of our committees. 

In the meantime you can help strengthen the Association with some 
local {hopefully painless) activity. The next time your library hires a 
new employee, ask that person to consider joining ASLA. A larger member
ship means benefits for you. It means better funded annual conferences; 
it means more workshops an~ institutes; it means larger and more responsive 
audiences (even for business meetings of our divisions and round tables). 

In the long run a larger membership also means better funding of all 
our libraries and a more powerful voice in the various political arenas 
where we must make an impact in conflict \~th the large, and increasing, 
demands being made on the over-burdened and protesting taxpayer. 

I ~ealize that most members are not professional recruiters, and you 
may feel just a little bit uncomfortable taking on that role. But remember 
there is nothing immoral about being an ASLA member. If you think you will 
have difficulty explaining \vhy Bomeone should join ASLA, ask yourself why 
you joined. The reasons you give to your new colleague need be no more 
ambitious than your own reasons. If all else fails, try a little idealisr.1. 
You may be surprised to discover how many people who work in libraries 
also believe in them. 

David Laird , President ASLA 
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2. 

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM IN SCHOOL LIBRARIES 

Are the school librarians of Arizona ready for Intellectual Freedom? 
It would appear that in libraries where students are restricted to cer
tain books and materials because of their grade level, or even forbidden 
from reading restricted materials without parental permission, the "in
tellectual freedom" of students does not exist. 

"The Free Access .to Libraries for Minors: An Interpretation of the 
Library Bill of Rights", adopted by the ALA Council, June 30, 1972 states: 
"Restrictions are often initiated under the assumption that certain mater
ials are 'harmful' to minors, or in an effort to avoid controversy with 
parents who might think so. The librarian who would restrict the access 
of minors to materials and services because of actual· or suspected parental 
objection should bear in mind that he is not in loco parentis in his posi
tion as librarian. Individual intellectual levels and family backgrounds 
are significant factors not accommodated by a uniform policy based upon 
age." 
(Sharon Adams, Chairperson, School Library Division, Intellectual Freedom 
Committee. Librarian, Maryland Elementary School) 
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1979 IS INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD 

1979 has been declared as the International Year of the Child (IYC) 
by the United Nations. Librarians will want to place special emphasis 
on this eventin their library programs throughout the year. 

The Children's Book Council poster on heavy, coated stock, carries 
the illustration by artist and children's book illustrator Nancy Ekholm 
Burkert. The phrase "International .Year of the Child" appears in English, 
French, Spanish, German, and Russian on the poster. For ordering infor
mation, see the calendar elsewhere in this issue. (Mary Choncoff) 

NEWBERY -CAL DEC OTT POSTERS FOR SALE 

The School Libraries Division of ASLA is selling Newbery-Caldecott 
posters. The set of two is $1. Send your check to Joyce Tessler, Hawkins 
School I.i brary, 2411 E. Buckeye Road, Phoel\ix 85034. A picture of each 
book is included on each poster. (Mary Choncoff) 

PRELIHINARY DIRECTORY OF OFFICERS OF ASLA 

A few extra copies of the preliminary directory of officers of ASLA 
(1978 - 1979) are available and will be dist.ributed first-come, first
served to members who send a self-addressed envelope and a request to: 
W. David Laird, A349 Main Library, University of Arizona, Tucson 85721. 
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CALENDAR 

1979 

Jan. 7-12 

Jan. 20 

Jan. 27 

Feb. 10 

March 24 

March 31 

April 1-7 

April 2 

April 28 

April 28 

June ?.4-30 

Oct. 28-Nov. 2 

ALL YEAR •••• International Year of the Child. For 
handsome posters, 22 x 28, $7.50 or 3 for $19.75, 
contact Childrents Book Council Inc., 67 Irving Pl., 
Nevi York, NY 10003 

ALA Hidwinter Neeting--vlashington, D.c. 

NESLA Talk and Swap--Corona del Sol High School Library, 
1001 E. Knox, Tempe. 9 A.M. 

ASLA Executive Board M6eting, Tucson 

School Libraries Division Board Meeting--camelback 
High School Media Center, 4612 N. 28th St., Phoenix, 
10 A.M. 

School Libraries Division/AZ Dept. of Education all day 
vrorkshop. Speaker: Robert Cormier. Site not selected. 

ASLA Executive Board Heeting, Phoenix 

NATIONAL LIBRARY \I!EEK. For brochure of pusler:~ an·1 
bookmarks, \~ite ALA, 50 E. Huron, Chicago, Il 60611 

International Children's Book Day (Hans Christian 
Andersen's birthday) 

IvffiSLA AUTHOR'S LUNCHEON. Author-Speaker: Don Schellie. 
Site not selected. Contact Eleanor Zoellner, Pima School, 
Scottsdale, for information. 

School Libraries Division ~eception for retiring school 
librarians, held in conjunction Hith J1ESLA luncheon. 

AJ.A rJATIONAIJ CO!\TFERENCE--Dallas, TX 

wnite House Conference on Library and Information Services--

(compiled by Hary Choncoff) 

ASLA HE!1BERS ARE \VELCO~E TO ATTEND THE ASJJA EXECUTIVE BOARD f.1EEriNGS 

The next t'vlo scheduled meetings of the Executive Board wi lJ. be held: 

January 27, 10 A.I·1., Columbus Branch Library of the 'ruc0on Pub1ic Library 

March 31, 10 A.r·1., Cho1ln. Branch Library of the I)hoenix fubJ i·:' T.ibra.ry 



4. 

ARIZONA AUTHORS -- NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Retired librarian and ASLA member Bertha Woolman may now be added· to 
the Arizona author list. Her new publications, The Newbery Award. These 
are the Winners: the Books and their Authors and The Caldecott Award. The 
Winners and the Honor Books have just been released by the T. s. Denison 
Company. (9601 Newton Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55431) The books 
are designed to "assist librarians and teachers as they seek to awaken the 
enthusiasm of boys and girls so that they will discover the pleasure of 
reading." Each book may be ordered from the publisher for $4.95. Mrs, 
Hoolman, former librarian at the Kiva School in Sc:· ·ttsdale, stated that 
Ten Publications will also be stocking her books. (Hary Choncoff) 

Dr. Isabel Schon, Assistant Professor of Library Science, ASU, is 
author of the newly-published, Books in Spanish for Children and Young 
Adults: An Annotated Guide ibros Infantiles Juveniles en Es anol: 
Una Guia Anotada. Price is 7 and the publisher, Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
states, "This book serves as a guide to any adult--teacher, librarian, 
counselor, layman or parent--who is interested in selecting books in Spanish 
written by Hispanic authors for children of preschool through high schoo1 
age. Most of the books included in the guide were published after 1973, 
and originatedjri Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, 
Guatemala, Mexico, Peru, Puerto Rico, Spain, Uruguay and Venezuela. 
Schon has identified books for childrenand young adults that highlight the 
lifestyle, folklore, heroes, history, fiction, poetry, theatre, and classi
cal literature of Hispanic cultures as expressed by Hispanic authors." 

TV PRODUCTION CLASS FOR SIXTH GRADERS 

A TV productionclass is open as an elective to the Campo Bello students 
in the Paradise Valley District. This is a hands-on class in which each 
student learns to set up and operate a TV camera, set up and operate a 
video tape recorder and microphone, and write and direct a three minute 
TV program. 

Students will be able to assist a teacher in setting up and video taping 
a lesson. Workshops were also offered to the teachers by the instructor, 
librarian Gay Ashton. At the conclusion of the course, a field trip will 
be taken to \Vest High where a high school TV production class will be 
observed producing a TV program using two-color cameras and regular studio 
facilities including a switching console. The class was the topic of a 
segment of a Phoenix TV newscast. 

VOLUNTEER EDITOR NEEDED 

President David Laird is searching for an Association member Hith free 
time to do some editing work for the Association. It would be most con
venient if the volunteer were from the Tucson area, but that condition 
is not essential. The editing project is to complete 1t10rk begun on a 
directory of all libraries in the state. The project is at the stage 
where it needs final editorial work (including some cut-and-paste work 
to provide two-column camera ready copy). The editor would also need to 
become familiar vnth the computer program which generated the list and 
work with the computer center at the University of Arizona to establish 
routines for up-dating. Anyone interested in this project please contact 
David in Tucson,h26-2101. 
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GOOD r'OOD-·{J.OOD CAUSE! 

The Friends of the Navajo Nation Library System, \vindow Rock Branch, 
sponsored a Christmas Arts & Crafts Sale at the library. The two day 
event (Dec. 9 & 10) drew a crowd of approximately 700 people who braved 
the icy roads. Traditional and modern arts and crafts of various northern 
Arizona and Ne,., Hexico tribal eroups were featured at the sale, which 
gave local craftspersons a market for their work and area people a central 
place from '"hich to purchase hand-crafted Christmas gifts. 

The Friends sold chili beans, mutton stew, fry bread and baked goods 
to raise funds for the children's library. The Friends' next major event 
Hill be the 2nd annual fine arts sho"' and sale in the spring. 
(Harion Cochran, Librarian, Navajo Nation Library System, Hindm·: Rock, AZ) 
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NEW! ! ! ARIZONA LIBRARIANS FOR YOUNG ADFLT .SE '"\~!IC1~S 

A·new roundtable has been established to serve as a meeting ground 
for those librarians and library-related people who are interested in the 
materials, programs, services, attitudes, etc., needed to work with teen
agers in libraries. Arizona Librarians for Young Adult Services will 
meet on Thursday, January 25th at Mission Branch Library, 3770 South Mission 
Road, Tucson (corner of Mission and Ajo). Those interested in a tour of 
this ne,., library should meet at 11 A.H. Anyone planning on joining other 
ALYAns for lunch should notify Marjorie Trujillo-Farmer (Tucson Public 
Library, 791-4393) by Jan. 22nd. The meeting will begin at 2 P.M. and 
1.vill include final approval of the new ALYAS Constitution and BylaHs and 
an ideas exchange among members. If you are working on a new program for 
teens, come prepared to share. If you have never attended an ALYAS meet
ing before, take the opportunity on the 25th to join this new and exciting 
group. (Christy Tyson, Young Adult Area, Hesa Public Library, 834-3817) 

TUCSON UNTI'IED SCHOOL DISTRICT AND MICROFICHE 

Tucson Unified School District libraries finally have a solution to 
the problem of access to the materials of the District's professional lib
rary. This school year all elementary, jvnior high, and senior high school 
libraries have a microfiche reader and the cru-d catalog of Educational 
Materials Center on microfiche. 

Tenchers and J ibray-ians are nou .s.ble to consult D-iC book <uJ.d non-book 
holdings in their m·m school l.ibrary and order materieJ.s via schoo1 mai 1, 
o:r in an emergency, by phone. Nicrofi.che readers Md ET!C fiche catCl.loc;s 
are also in the three area centers and in the adr1inistration center for the 
llSe of st1.ppo:rt teachers a nd a{lministrati ve steff. 'Ihe professionG1 1 ::i brnry 
is noting uith ~at:iRfAction the increasing number of ordern being filled 
2.s H resuJ.t of ::.~endie; access. {113deline 10 eman, T"i br-arian, Educr: tional 
I·1<'lterials Cen tcr , '=':~cson Uni fieo .School District) 
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6. 

CATIIOLIC IJIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

The Arizona Unit of the Catholic Library Association had its first 
official meeting on Saturday, October 14, 1978 at Xavier High School, 
Phoenix. The Constitution and By-laws were approved by the members at
tending. Elected officers are: 

Chairman: Sister Hary Lanbert Heintz BVH, Xavier High School 
Vice Chairm·an & Chairman Elect: Sally Thompson, St. Theresa's School 
Secretary-Treasurer: Dorothy Johnsen, St. Nary's High School 

SPECIAL LIBRARIES DIVISION 

Special Libraries Division of ASLA announces the follm..ring committee 
members• 

Program Committee: Catherine Wolfson, Chairman; Elsie Philips; 
Jeanne Burt 

Membership Committee: Darlene Smith, Chairman; Linda Kelley; Harilyn 
K. Smith 

Special Projects Committee: Jean Kennett, Chairman; Nancy E. Hyer; 
Denise Ashford; Diane Jenkins; Sandy Hall 

ASU--LIS 465 

Arizona State University, Department of Educational Technology and 
Library Science announces LIS 465, Library Materials for Minority Students, 
to be offered during the spring semester 1979. This course \<rill explore 
library materials and services for children, young adults, handicapped 
students, and \-!omen from Hexican-American, Native American, Black, Jewish, 
Hermon, andother minority groups. For further information, call Dr. Isabel 
Schon, 965-2996 or 965-7191. 
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KATHERINE PATERSON, PHOENIX SPEAKER 

Katherine Paterson, 1978 Newbery Hedal vlinner, spoke at the School 
Libraries Division Luncheon held in conjunction \·Jith the Ed Fair on Nov. 3. 
Hore than 200 attended the function at the Hotel tvestward Ho. Sally Thompson 
was in charge of reservations. 

Paterson'fl first three novels, The Sie;n of th~ Ch;-ysanthemum, Of Night
ineales that Heep, _and The Haster Puppetter, v1ere all set in Japan, where 
she has lived, studied and taueht. 

For Brid[Je to Terahi thia, her fou!'th novel , she received the HevJbery 
Award for the most distinguished contribution to literature for children. 

I~ib:rarians :in Arizona are erateful. to the Thomas Y. Croviel1 Co., Pater
son's publisher, nnd the School JJibrarjef-' Division, fo~ makinc her appearance 
here possible. (Mary Chon~off) 
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7. 

LEITERS (LETTER) TO THE EDITOR 

The Editor is pleased? to announce that there was one! Actually 
she brought it on herself by announcing in print her lack of editorial 
ability in the previous Newsletter. 

For obvious reasons the name of the correspondent has been deleted. 
The letter, in part, reads: 

"• •• have a editor who can spell good and right corect grammer 
like a good editor should when you confesed and sed you can't 
puntuate, spel, or \vhatever else it is to do Write so I am takeing 
this optortunitie to let you no I have caught you mispelling 
Sharman Gerdes's first name as Sharon on the first paige at the 
bottum of the November 1978 Gnus Letter last paragraph, last 
word in the first line I woodn't have knowed any better except 
I have had gA&Pe ~~ ~~ Sharman in sum of my 
clases so I ·am pretty good acquanted with her name good luck 
sincerely ••• " 

(Editor's apologies to Sharman Gerdes? and readers!) 
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\~AT WE'RE TRYING TO SAY----

vie hope you have received our message: 

Merry 394.268282 

Happy 394.268296 

Happy 394.2683 

Hay your season be brightened by: 

551.57846 and 

783.65 

And remember, if the season of 394.268282, 394.268292, and 394.26R3 

is here, then the season for 598.27846 is upon us. (Apolog ies ~: o I!. De,·,oey!) 
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DAT~DUE BORROWER'S NAME ROOM NO. .. 
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4918 East Glenn Street 
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"That's the best book I ever read!" 

(Donald P., Room 13, Grade 6) 

" . . . and and read •• ~ and read. • • 
read. • • and read. " • .and. • • • • 

(Donald P.'s Librarian, Library, con
siderably beyond sixth grade) 
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