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SUNNYSIDE HIGH SCHOOL SONORAN EXPERimCE 

Students at Sunnyside High School, Tucson, are 'studying the cultures, 
history and environment of the Sonoran Desert region in a unique course-~ 
the Sonoran Experience. The Learning. Resource Center has :been awarded an. 
Elementary and Secondary Education Ac:t ;Inn.ovati ve Program Grant· to develop , . 
this interdisciplinary course .that combines English, socfal studies. and audio:..•" 
visual productions. This course is based on the concept' that l~guage arts· , 
skills and self-concept can· be enhanced by using· the : resources of t·he Learn• 
ing Resource Center and the community in a thematic study of the unique ele 
ments of the Sonoran Desert region. 

The students are learning techniques of audiovisual production, communi 
cation skills, research techniques and library use when producing individual 
projects. Some of the projects that students have developed in a "Foods of 
the Sonoran Desert" unit include a videotape documenting the production of 
the flour tortilla in a factory and at a home,~a slidetape of foods to be 
found in the desert, a recipe book of foods unique to this area, an authentic 
chuckwagon cookout, a diorama of a chuck.wagon on the range, and an audiotape 
of cowboys of .the past discussing food on the range. 

The project staff compiles a resource anthology which provides background 
reading for each unit. After completing the anthology, the student devises 
a Plan of Action which becomee the blueprint for the project. Uni ts of study 
include food, architecture, ecology, fashion, history, folklore, arts and 
crafts, technology, recreation, economy and natural resources. 

The project is based on four main areas of concentration. The first 
involves an improvement of project students• connnunication and research skills. 
By developing the illustrated booklets and print guides to accompany the audio 
visual programs, the ·student improves in reading, writing, and research skills. 
When presenting the programs to the target elementary and junior high students, 
verbal skills should be enhanced. The second area of concentration is the 
development of student-produced materials which will preserve the oral history, 
crafts, fine arts and traditions of the cultural groups within the district 
in both print and audiovisual media. These materials are not currently avail 
able, and once produced will be of use to any school which has minority-group 
students, as well as public libraries. 
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Production of media 
is an important 
part of the Sonoran 
Exp,erience· Program. 
Christy Larrivas 
and Ana Rogers are 
students in the 
class taught by· . 
Jack Pirtle. 
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Becky Brow.n and.Karen 
Kumm, students i,n 
Sunnyside High School's 
Sonoran Experience 
Program, confer with' 
the Project Director, 
Dr. Annette Allen. 



The students of the target schools are the third area of concentration. 
The educational materials created by Sonoran Experience students will enhance 
the study and appreciation of the cultures represented in the district and 
the southwest. A fourth area of concentration will be the improvement of 
conununity awareness of school programs and increased personal involvement 
of adults in the programs of the sch9ols. As the students explore and record 
the cultural diversity of the commlinity, individuals and groups will be person 
ally involved in a school program. Members of the community will form an 
essential pool of resources for students. 

Students are using the resources of the communi_ty. The Sonoran Heritage 
program of the Tucson Public Library has provided the vehicle for public 
school library cooperation. Many of the resources and programs of the Son 
oran Heritage have been used by the Sonoran Experience students and staff. 
Plans have been made for many student projects to be circulated in the 
branches of the Tucson Public Library. The Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum 
and the Arizona Historical Society provide rich materials for student projects. 

(Dr. Annette c. Allen) 

That the program will demonstrate the viability of a Learning Resource 
Center in·an educational program is a primary objective of the Sonoran Exper 
ience staff. Project Director is Dr. Annette c. Allen; , the course is taught 
by Jack Pirtle, Audiovisual Coordinator at the Sunnyside High School Learning 
Resource Center. Two librarians, _Ruth Yarow and Cheryl Hunter, are members 
of the Sonoran Experience staff and are instrumental in directing students' 
research. The course provides two elective credits for<junior and senior stu 
dents; it meets in the Learning Resource Center·to facilitate the use of the 
audiovisual area and the library resources.· 

·························································~·················· 

NCTE STUDY FnIDS PUBLIC SCHOOL C:EliSORSHIP HAS INCREASED 

The National Council of Teachers of English Committee on Censorship re 
ported at the organization's fall, 1978 convention that incidents of school 
censorship are on the rise. Their survey of 2,000 schools revealed that~ 
had cases of censorship of books, school newspapers, or curriculum materials. 
A similar NCTE study in 1965 revealed that 20'"6 of the schools surveyed had 
cases of censorship. 

The NCTE connnittee on censorship also reported that there are approxi 
mately 15 well organized groups around the country involved in school censor 
ship. Librarians must be even more organized and united in their commitment 
to protect the First Amendment rights of library users. 

If you haven't already received a copy of the ASLA 1976-77 Intellectual 
Freedom Manual, write to: Sharon Adams, 8426 N. 32 LN, Phoenix, AZ 85021 • 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 

Delegates and alternates for the White House Conference on Library and 
Information Services have been chosen for the state of Arizona. They are: 

DELEGATES 

Citizen Library Related 

Marguerite Pasquale (Tucson) 
Frank Rodriquez (Phoenix) 

Earl Bigger (Phoenix) 
Eliza.beth Farish (Bisbee} 
Trini Goebel (Tucson) 
Diane Porter (St. Johns) 
Weldon Shofstall (Tempe) 
Niki Shrode (Sedona) 

ALTERNAT~ 

Citizen 
Heinz Hink (Scottsdale) 
Esther Tang (Tucson) 

Library Related 
Haul Reddick (Kingman) 

Citizen 
Aslida Acevedo (Phoenix) 
Sandra Britton (Mesa) 
John Moody (Wellton) 
William Scribner (Casa Grande) 
Roy E. Sweitzer (Payson) 
Leroy Tavares (Tucson) 

Library Related 
Richard Huleatt {Scottsdale) 
Barbara Prentice (Tucson) 
Laura Thomas (Tucson) 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CONFERnlCE CONFERENCE CONFERmCE CONFERENCE CONFERENCE CONF~CE 

The 1979 ASLA Conference Committee has met twice and is hard at work. 
The Conference theme this year will be: 

v ital 
I ideas 
T 0 
A dvocate 
L ibraries 

The Conference, to be held September 20-22, 1979, will be at the Phoenix 
Civic Plaza and the Hyatt Regency Hotel. Watch for more details of this super 
conference coming in September. June Garcia, Challa Branch Library, Phoenix, 
is Conference Chairperson. 

(Eileen Shackelford, Chairperson Publicity Subcommittee) 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 



CALEJIDAR 

1979 

March 24 

March 31 

April 1 - 7 

April 2 

April 16 - 19 

April 28 

April 28 

May 19 

June 24 - 30 

July 30 - Aug. 4 

Sept. 20 - 22 

Oct. 28 - Nov. 2 

ALL YEAR. • • INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD. For hand 
some posters ($7.50) write Children's Book Council, 67 
Irving zi,; N.Y., N.Y. 10003 

INFO '79: TIME TO TUNE IN. Robert Cormier and Blossom 
Elfman, speakers. Sponsored by Dept. of Education and 
School Libraries Division. Camelback High School Media 
Center, 4612 N. 28th St., Phoenix, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Send S3 for lunch to Eleanor Zoellner, 4937 N. 82nd 
St., Scottsdale 85251 {phone 946-7170) 

A5LA EX:ootrl'IVE BOARD MEErING·, Cholla Branch Library, 
Phoenix, 10 a.m. 

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK. For brochure of posters and 
bookmarks, write ALA, 50 E. Huron, Chicago, IL 6o611 

INTERNATIONAL CHILDRm 'S BOOK DAY {Hans Christian 
Andersen's birthday) 

CATHOLIC LIBRARY ASSN. 58th ANNUAL CONVEm'ION, Philadelphia 

MESLA AUTHOR'S LUNCH!X)N. Author-Speaker: Don Schellie. 
Scottsdale Country Club, 12 noon, 7702 E. Shea, Scottsdale. 
For reservations, send $6 to treasurer Jane Cox, 4628 E. 
Calle Tuberia, Phoenix 85018 (phone 952-o659) 

SLD RECEPTION FOR REI'IRING SCHOOL LIBRARIANS, immediately 
following MESLA Luncheon. School librarians retiring at 
the end of this year should contact Mary Choncoff, Dept. 
of Education, 1535 w. Jefferson, Phoenix 85007, or call 
255-5271 

ASLA ~UTIVE BOARD MEETING, Florence Elementary Middle 
School, Florence, 9:30 a.m. 

ALA NATIONAL CONFERENCE, Dallas, Texas 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATIOO OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANSHIP ANNUAL 
CONFERmCE, Denmark. Membership $8. Write Dr. Jean Lowrie, 
IASL, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI 49oo8 

ASLA STA!E CONFERENCE, Hyatt Regency, Civic Plaza, Phoenix 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERmCE ON LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SERVICES, 
Washington, D.c. 

(compiled by Mary Choncoff) 
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PUBLICATIONS PUBLICATIONS PUBLICATIONS PUBLICATIONS PUBLICATIONS 

The Minimum Arizona Public Library Standards have been approved by the 
Executive Board of ASLA and copies are now available from Susan A. Singer, 
Secretary, Public Libraries Division, 3242 Calle de Beso, Tucson, 85715. 
(Prepaid orders only) Each member of the Public Libraries Division of ASLA 
will receive one copy. 

• ••••••••• 
The·:uovernment Documents Round Table of A5LA has compiled a Biographical 

Director of the 4th Arizona Le ·slature (1 -1 80). The Round Table is 
charging 3.00 for the publication to cover expenses and to fund a future 
directory for the 35th Legislature. To order your copy, "-Tite: Cindi Yee, 
503 N. San Jose Circle, Mesa, AZ 85201 

•••••••••• 
The Arizona Online Users Group is an informal group of Arizona librarians 

and information specialists who meet periodically for special programs related 
to online developments and computer use in libraries. Programs are open to 
any interested person and they are announced in the Arizona Online User Group 
Newsletter, issued every two months. 

The Newsletter carries announcements about new online computer files, 
computer developments affecting Arizona libraries, descriptions of online 
files not available through the connnercial vendor services, publications re 
lated to online systems, and other news of interest to persons using online 
or wishing to keep informed of online developments. 

In order to receive the newsletter, send a $2.00 check to Linda White, 
payable to her, in care of the College of Agriculture, University of Arizona, 
Tucson, AZ 85721. 

··························*················································· 
WINNERS ! ! ! ! ! 

The 1979 winners of the NEWBERY AND CALDECOTT AWARDS were announced at 
the Midwinter meeting of ALA in Washington, D.C. Ellen Raskin will receive 
the Newbery Award for The Westing Game. The 1979 Newbery Honor Book is 
The Great Gilly Hopkins by Katherine Paterson. · 

Paul Goble, illustrator and author of The Girl Who Loved Wild Horses, 
will receive the Caldecott Medal. Caldecott Honor Books are Freight Train, 
illustrated and written by Donald Crews, and The Way to Start a Day, illus 
trated by Peter Parnall and written by Byrd Baylor • 

. (M~y Choncof f) 
•••••••••• 

Ballots have been counted and Thomas Rockwell is to be the recipient 
of the ARIZONA YOUNG READERS AWARD. Twenty thousand children (grades K-8) 
voted to select Mr. Rockwell's How to Eat Fried Worms as their favorite 
book. Mr. Rockwell will be in Tucson March 1, and Tempe March 2 to be pre 
sent at award ceremonies. Who were the real winners? The Arizona young 
readers were! Collectively they read over 100,000 books to make their 
choice. 

(Claudia Dybdahl, Arizona Youtig Readers) 

································································*·········· 



NOTF.s FROM A COLD, COLD CAPITOL 

This is the first of many Newsletter columns from me as your Association 
Councilor/representative to the ALA. I would like to begin the dialog with 
a report on some very important items acted upon at the 1979 Midwinter.meet 
ing which took place in frigid Washington, D.C., during 7 through 11 January. 

The biggest, most controversial item concerned ALA's stand on the Equal 
Rights Amendment (ERA) and the association's commitment to its principle of 
support for this amendment. For historical purposes, I would like to briefly 
summarize the ALA activity which led up to the fireworks in n.c. this winter. 
In 1977, Council passed a resolution which said that after ALA had met its 
commitments (which stretched through 1981), no ALA conference would be held 
in any state which had not ratified the ERA. At about the same time, ALA signed 
a letter of agreement (not a·formal contract) between ALA and the Palmer House 
in Chicago for space for-8 1979 and 1980 Midwinter meeting. 

During the 1978 Annual Conference in Chicago, both the Membership and 
the Council voted to move the 1979 Midwinter meeting to Washington, n.c. due 
to Illinois' failure to ratify the ERA during its Spring 1978 session. This 
was accomplished; however, at November 1978 ALA Executive Board meeting, the 
Board moved to return ALA to Chicago after considering two pieces of infor 
mation: 1) the Palmer House informally indicated that they would not sue ALA 
over what they considered to be a breach of contract over the 1979 meeting 
move if AL.A returned for 1980; and, 2) advice from legal counsel that the 
letter of intent was as binding as a formal contract and that ALA would be 
liable for a breach of contract suit if it did not return to Chicago in 
1980 or 1979. 

Members of the ALA Council took exception to this action and debate was 
joined on Monday at 10:00 a.m. After much talk of lawsuits and damages versus 
principles of human rights and commitment to the equality of all peoples, a 
vote was taken. When the President saw it was extremely close, a roll call 
vote was called. Electrifying minutes later, a tie was declared (70 to 70) 
with one abstention: President Russell Shank, who then voted in favor of 
rescinding the Executive Board action--in other words, to stay away fran 
Chicago in 1980. 

There were many personal members present in D.C. who, however, felt that 
they should also have a say in this debate, so a successful petition was sub 
mitted demanding a mail ballot be sent to all ALA members on this question. 
Information will be sent with the ballot including a copy of that roll-call 
vote which shows that I vot ed to stay out of Chicago. I did this, however, 
upon consulting with some of the Arizona members in n.c., as well as.voting 
my personal convictions. If any ASLA or Arizona ALA member would like further 
information, I would be pleased to talk with you concerning this or any other 
ALA matter which is of interest to you. 

Please don't hesitate to call or write me at the Casa Grande Public 
Library if you are interested in these items. I'll see you in next month's 
Newsletter. 

David Snider 



8. 

VOLUNTEER SOUGHT 

The Arizona State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped 
(Talking Book Library), 3120 E. Roosevelt Street, Phoenix, is seeking a vol 
unteer to serve as a large type reader's advisor. This person ,is needed 
two days a week to select and pack for mailing large print books for hospi 
tals, nursing homes, and homebound individuals. This is an inte~esting vol 
unteer assignment for prospective, former, unemployed, or retired librarians, 
or anyone who is familiar with a typical public library collection. Offered 
is a pleasant, friendly atmosphere, an independent and responsible work sit 
uation, and a chance to become familiar with the Talking Book program. 
Anyone interested should call Betty Waznis at the library (255~5578) • 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
CONFERENCES/WORKSHOPS 

The 14th Annual Community College Learning Resources Conference will 
be held in Charlottet NC, March 26~8. The conference theme is "Realities 
for Learning Resources: Societalt · Economict Political".· The· eonference is 
directed toward participation by librarians, individualized instructors, 
administrators, audiovisualists, instructional design and graphics personnel, 
and others who staff community and two•year college·learning resources 
centers throughout the United States. For further information contact: 
Ernie Tompkins, 203 Groveland Avenue, Raleigh, NC 27607 • 

•••••••••• 
The University of California, Davis, is sponsoring a three-day workshop 

on the uses and applications of statistics for librarians and library admin 
istrators, April 23 through 25. Fee is $100. For further information con 
tact University Extension, University of California, Davis, CA 95616 • 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

IDEAS FOR PUBLIC RELATIONS WINNERS? 

The Library Public Relations Council is seeking entries for possible in 
clusion in its 19?9 Public Relatio~s Packet. Approximately 50 of the flyers, 
booklists, bookmarks, annual reports, brochures, program announcements, logos, 
or other entries judged ''Premier Public Relations" will be mailed in the Public 
Relations Packet to members of LPRC. Five samples of each item submitted 
must be mailed before April 1 to Ms. Teresa Craft, LPRC Packets, Thrall Library, 
22 Orchard Street, Middleto'Wll, New York 10940. Entries will be judged on 
creativity, imagination, content, layout and graphics. This is the sixth 
year that LPRC will sponsor this opportunity for libraries to share their 
top-notch publicity • 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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AWARD 

Dr. Isabel Schon; Assistant Professor in the Department of Educational 
Technology and Library Science at Arizona State University, has been selected 
as the winner of the 1979 Herbert W. Putnam Honor Award presented by the Ameri 
can Library Association. Dr. Schon, in collaboration with Dr. Kenneth Hopkins, 
University of Colorado, is currently conducting research on the effects of 
selected books on students' perceptions of Mexican-American people. 

The Herbert w. Putnam Honor Award was established in 1939 by friends and 
associates of Dr. Herbert Putnam, Librarian of Corigress, 1899 - 1939, in rem 
embrance of his service to the profession. This award, in the "amount of $500 
is made approximately every five, years. 

Past recipients of the award include Dr.· Wayne A. Wiegund, Dr. Michael H. 
Harris, Ms. Mary Virginia Gaver, and Dr. Louis Round Wilson. 

' ,, .......................................... , . 
ASU APPOINTMENT' 

Donaf.d E .• , Rige;s has been appointed univ~:rsity libr~ian at ASU;: .. ·e'ffective 
July 1. He is president of the Colorado Library Association'Vand executive 
secretary of the Colorado Alliance of Research Libraries. Formerly he has 
been director at the University of Colorado at Denver, Metropolitan State Col 
lege, and Community College of Denver, which have adjoining campuses in 
Denver. 

Riggs succeeds Donald w. Koepp who held the position from 1973 to 1978 
before resigning last spring to become librarian at Princeton University. 

(Mary Choncoff) 

!*******•··································································· 

C~SORSHIP MESSAGE FROM MESA 

Is it a question of "intellectual freedom", "peace of mind", or censor 
ship"? This was the central question of a situation which arose in Mesa in 
the fall of 1977. It was, and is, a situation that is pertinent to all lib 
rarians. The following is a summary of a well-written article by Dave Lehmberg 
that appeared in the January 19?8 issue of~ Magazine. 

At the center of the controversy was the book~ 12!:. ~ ~ .!l.:.2. 
Me, Margaret by Judy Blume. After reading the book that her daughter brought 
home from school, the mother of the ten year old elementary school student 
persuaded a member of the school board to attempt removal of the book from 
the district's schools. 

The mother, Mrs. Lee Peterson, found the book objectionable. The matter 
was brought to the attention of Dr. Marion Peterson, a member of the Board of 
Education. However, since no written objections were filed, the matter sub- 
sided. 



10. 

A few weeks later, the controversy flared again when Mrs. Peterson learned 
that the book was still on the library shelves. Dr. Peterson then arranged 
to have a directive sent to all school libraries from the administrative offices 
instructing librarians to remove all copies of the book from open circulation. 
In order to check out the book the student would need a note from home. 

The directive was highly irregular in the.light of a procedure the Board 
had recently adopted tx> .hand'Le such complaints. The procedure involved sub 
mission of the written complaint on an approved form. This was to be followed 
by an attempt to handle the situation at the building level. Failing this, 
the matter would go to an authorized committee of teachers, administrators 
and librarians for review and recommendation. The committee's recommenda 
tion would go to the Superintendent and from there to the Board of Education. 
While the procedure was being followed the challenged material would remain 
available for open circulation. 

The directive was the first word the district librarians had received 
regarding the controversy. The Mesa Schools Media Association and individual 
librarians called upon the board to follow the adopted policy for handling 
challenged materials. The approved procedure was implemented. The result 
was that the Board accepted the committee's findings, and the book continues 
in open circulation. · . ) 
{Summary by Sharr~n Riise, Chairman, Intellectual Freedom Committee 
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