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City of Peoria

X \\\\\\‘ 8401 West Monroe Street, Peoria, Arizona 85345
RECEIVED
DEC 2 - 2005
SUBJECT: City of Peoria
All Mail Ballot Report to Legislature ' | OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT,

December 22, 2005

The Honorable Ken Bennett

President of the Senate

1700 West Washington Street, Room 204
Phoenix, Arizona 85007

Dear President Bennett:

Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes § 16-409 the City of Peoria hereby submits
the following information regarding the November 8, 2005 Ail-Mail Baliot Speciai
Election. o

On July 5, 2005, the City Council of the City of Peoria directed and authorized
the City Clerk to issue a Notice and Call for a Mail Ballot Only Special Election to
be conducted on November 8, 2005 for the purpose of consideration of
franchises for Southwest Gas Corporation and Arizona Public Service Company.

On August 23, 2005, the Mayor and City Council further directed the City
Attorney and the City Clerk to undertake such actions to permit the election to
occur. ——

The following information is submitted as required by A.R.S. § 16-409:
1. The voter turnout in the elections conducted in 2005 for the City of Peoria

were
o May 17, 2005 Special Election 14.70%
o September 13, 2005 Special Election 11.01%

o November 8, 2005 All-Mail Ballot Special Election 20.96%
During 2005, the voter turnout was highest when conducting an all-mail ballot

election. For comparison purposes, | am including voter turnout from City
elections conducted in 2003 and 2004.
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o Voter turnout in recent elections in the City of Peoria
=  September 7, 2004 (on County Ballot) 33.81%
= November 2 2004 (run-off in two City Districts for City
Council — on County Ballot)
o Mesquite 85.87%
e  Willow 82.22%
= March 11, 2003 (City-wide election for Mayor) 11.03%

On November 8, 2005 there were several other jurisdictional elections in
Maricopa County that were conducted as on-the-ground elections with polling
places. The voter turnout for the majority of those elections was 10% or below.

2. The relative cost for conducting the elections in 2005 was
o May 17, 2005 (County Election Support) $63,643.06
= Publicity Pamphlet $23,888.83
o September 13, 2005(County Election Support) $52,293.69
= Publicity Pamphlet $13,750.56
o November 8, 2005 (County Election Support) $107,649.64
» Publicity Pamphlet $13,778.13
= There were some additional associated costs for legal
publications that are specific requirements for mail ballot
elections.
Please note: The entire cost for the November 8, 2005 All-Mail Ballot Special
Election will be reimbursed to the City by the public utility companies.

3. Overall, the City of Peoria Special Election conducted on November 8,
2005 was a success. Particularly when considering the non-controversial
nature of the ballots issue — franchise approvals the voter turnout was
high. Other west valley cities conducted similar franchise approval
elections earlier in the year as on-the-ground elections and the voter
turnout for those elections was under 7%.

4. There are no mail ballot irregularities to report.

5. Overall voter satisfaction was good.

6. The number of ‘undeliverable’ ballots is attached as Exhibit “A”.

The only drawback to the election was some voter confusion due to other
elections being held on the same day that were conducted as on-the-ground
elections with polling places. There were some complaints from voters that this
was caused confusion — although, the Clerk’s Office did not receive a substantial
number of complaints.
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The Clerk’s Office served as a replacement ballot location and this seemed to
help alleviate problems. Voters who came in to obtain a replacement ballot were
asked for additional information, so that an early ballot could be mailed to them
for the other elections that were taking place on November 8". The Clerk’s
Office also notified voters by mail of the upcoming all-mail ballot election and
these notices contained a statement about the other elections being held on
November 8".

One other positive aspect of conducting the All-Mail Ballot Special Election was
the City’s ability to conduct voter-roll clean up during the process. Each mailing
that was sent out regarding the election served as a verification of registration
pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes § 16-166(A) and aliowed the transfer of
over 3,000 voters to the “Inactive Status.” Therefore, when ballots were mailed,
the ballots were mailed only to voters who were active on the voter registration
roll.

The increase in voter turnout, cleaning of voter rolls and voter convenience were
positive aspects of the all-mail ballot election. If you have additional questions
regarding this report, please feel free to contact me at 623-773-7340.

Sincerely,

Mary Jo Kief
City Clerk
City of Peoria

C: The Honorable Mayor John C. Keegan and Councilmembers
Terry Ellis, City Manager
Steve Kemp, City Attorney
The Honorable Helen Purcell, Maricopa County Recorder
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