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Tucson, Arizona, January 2011

The westward sun hangs forever,

Painting the sky with hues of crimson, gold, and purple--

Shades that defy the imagination and stop chattering mouths

As awe finds its full expression

And words, photography, technology fail to capture the whole of the scene.

There is no way to do justice to the hand of God's beauty in this barren land,
In the shadow of mountains.

Now this place is stained again
As violence, illness, hatred, incomprehensible loneliness,
Reach out and claim lives, public and private.

PRAY Words fail to capture the grief, the desperation,
gy The simple, desolating thought of "No. Not again..."
ANDACT A weekend morning ripped apart, leaving lives crushed;
Deafening noise, followed by deafening questions, unable to be answered.

There is no way to do justice to the hole left in the heart
In the shadow of such violence, of wounds opened afresh.

God of Peace, Christ of Peace, Spirit of Peace.

You call us to be peacemakers.

Yet so often, our words fail and we struggle to know what to say;
How to give voice to your peace

In response to the language of violence so prevalent in our world.

Remind us again that in your grace, no word comes back empty,

Be they words of love or of hate, of hope or of despair, of solace or of isolation.
Teach us again the language of love

That we might speak of your kingdom justice,

Where none will be made afraid and all will speak the tongue of peace.

As we speak, as we are silent,

As we strive yet again to comprehend the incomprehensible,

Grant us the courage to speak for those whose voices are silenced;
Grace to speak comfort even when it is incomplete and uncomfortable; -
And wisdom to know when to simply remain silent

And stand in awe-struck gratitude

As you shelter us, each one, in the shadow of your loving wings.

Amen.
Bryce Miller is Pastor of Shalom Mennonite Fellowship in Tucson, Arizona.
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For more information on Mennonite Church USA peace and justice work: http://MennoniteUSA.org/peace
To receive weekly prayers: http:/peace.mennolink.org/prayersforpeace.html
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