
ROSSON HOUSE REPORT 

(PHOENIX HERITAGE HOUSE) 

I. BACKGROUND 

A. The Rosson House was built in 1892 by Dr. Ronald and Flora B. 

Rosson, other owners include the Goldbergs, the Higleys, the 

Gammels, Whitelow Reid and eight other families before its 

purchase from Mrs. Ludwig Demmler by the City. 

II. PURCHASE 

HUD made available $180,000 to the NDP for purchase of the 

House and the relocation of 19 elderly tenants. Furthermore, 

the block on which it is located and the adjacent north and 

south blocks have been designated for historical and visitor 

orientation in the NDP Land Use Plan. 

III. ARCHITECTURE 

A. The last truly Eastlake Victorian House remaining in Phoenix 

with lathe worked posts and spindles, wrought iron fencing, 

12" thick walls, pressed tin ceilings, and hardwood floors of 

inlays of walnut, oak, and mahogany. 

IV. INDICATIONS OF USAGE 

It is: 

Arizona Bicentennial Meeting House 
January 24, 1974 

Historic American Building Survey 
1940 



Arizona State Registry of Historic Places 

National Registry of Historic Places 
June 3, 1971 

V. ROSSON HOUSE RESTORATION COMMITTEE 

Mayor Barrow, in January this year, appointed a citizens' committee 

called the Rosson House Restoration Committee -- since renamed the 

Phoenix Heritage House Committee -- whose purpose is to insure the 

restoration and preservation of the Phoenix Heritage House with a 

maximum of citizen support. 

The following subcommittees have been established: Technical, Chet 

Goldberg, Chairman; Furnishings, Edwa Osborn, Chairman; Promotions-

Publicity, Benita Fennemore, Chairman; Historical Research, Herb 

McLaughlin, Chairman; Area Development, Kim Sterling, Chairman; 

Fund Raising-Professional Services Acquisition, Harry Montgomery, 

Chairman. 

VI. ROSSON HOUSE SECURITY 

l. Anti-burglary devices, fire alarm and smoke detectors. 

2. Wink lights 

3. Patrol by Civic Plaza Police and regular patrol 

4. Live-in custodian 

5. Cyclone fence 

6. Exterior lighting 

VII. FUNDING FOR RESTORATION GRANTS 

A. Arizona Bicentennial Commission 

City to receive a portion of $240,000 on a 50-50 match. 



B. Bird and Son Historic Grant 

Program $5,000 for roof, direct funding 

C. Arizona Commission on Humanities 

$40,000 for preliminary research on added forms 

D. State Historic Sites Preservation Office 

$50,000 for exterior restoration 

VIII. COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

AIA, ASID, Homebuilders Association, AFL-CIO, Apprenticeship 

Ironworkers, Carpenters, Bricklayers, Plasterers, Engineers 

Association and many individual contractors 

IX. The Issue of our Involvement is: 

5/9/75 

CEC:gjd 

1. The House designated for restoration as a Meeting 

House is too small for anything but small informal 

meetings. 

2. The adjacent land was part or the original house property. 

3. If restoration is begun before the property is acquired ' 

the cost will be prohibitive. 

4. The property shoul.d be acquired now with City support. 




