
PROJECT RESEARCH REFORT 

ROS~ON HOUSE RESTORATION PROJECT PROPOSAL 

~nly ~h~ intent of Lne ~roposal is outlined here. The proposal will be presented to 
Lhe doard in Decemoer, 1975, and will oe sent to the membership in its final form in 
January or February, 1976. 

Fa0~0SAL: That the Jr. League of Pnoenix, Inc. enter into a contract with the riosson 
House Restoration Board and the City of Phoenix, 

1 . T8 restore the inte rior of the first and second floors of the Rosson House, and 
c. To develop and publish a pamphlet outlining tne history and restoration of the 

Rosso~ House, and 
j . To develop a docent course, train volunteers as docents, and to conduct tours 

of the Rosson House, and 
~. To allocate funds in the amount of i40,000 over a two year period for restora

tion, docent programs and historical pamphlet, and 
5 . To turn the project over to an approved governing body in three years. 

BACKGRJuND: The Rosson House on 6th and Monroe Streets, a Victorian home bui l t in 
1B92 by Dr. Ronald Hasson, waG purchased oy the City of Phoenix in 1974. The home 
nas been listed in the Historic America Building Trust since 1946, and was registered 
in the National Trust Registry in 1971. It is the State of Arizona's BiCentennial or 
Heritage House following the "Meeting House" program initiated and proposed as a 
Herita~e ''?6 project by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. The nouse will 
always be owned and maintained oy the City of Phoenix. In January of 1975, Mr. John 
Driggs was ap~ointed chairman of the Rosson House Restoration Board. The Jr. League 
is represented on this board oy Kim Sterling. 
,......,,, 

_ .e Rosson House is located within the Booker T. Washington Neighborhood Development 
Plan (BTWNDP or NDP). The NDP is a federally funded program, operated by the City 
of Phoenix and includes all the area from 6th to 12th Streets, and Van Buren to Madi
son Streets inclusive. The program has been in existence for three years and its 
¥Urpose is to purchase (with federal funds) properties within this area, resell them 
to either individuals, corporations or commercially oriented ventures which com~ly 
with the over-all purpose and conceptual ~lan for the area. These redevelopments 
include single family housing, multiple housing, commercial ventures and a specific 
designation for ''Cultural and Visitor Orientation'' purposes for the three blocks 
directly across from the Civic Plaza. The Rosson Hou~e was purchased by NDF funds 
ahead of its purchase schedule and will be formally turned over to the City soon. 
The NDP project terminates when all of the property has been rurchased, resold, and 
developed. 

The Rosson House is an outstanding example of Victorian architecture. It consists of 
three floors and rooms. The house will be restored as typified between 1892-1910. 
Demolition on the exterior is scheduled for the middle of November, 1975, and the 
interior work can begin in March, 1976. Flans are in effect for purchase of sur
rounding property for an extensive garden area which would greatly enhance the house. 

NEED: This is the first official effort of the City of Phoenix at historical pre
servation. It is imperative that the long range ~oals and planning, not only for 
the actual restoration, out also for the home's continuing program, insure it as a 
viable aspect of the community's herita~e and the stepping stone for the further 
development of Heritage Square. Tne Jr. League can be of invaluable influence not 
, ---. l y by lending sup~ort toward the compl etion of the home, but by initiating a 
viaole program and assistance in long range planning. 

VOl~NTEER PLACEMENT: It is imperat~ve that twenty (20) members volunteer for this 
project at the time of tl1e vote in order to insure its passage and ultimate com
pletion in the character of the Junior League and its standards of excellence. 



FOID1AT AND ADMINISTRATIO.r The project will be co-ordi ·ed by the League pro ject 
cba ixman and her committe~ and Mrs . William Osborn and~-· John Armer II of the 
Rosson House Restoration Board . Mr . Robert Frankeberger, A. I.A. will be the over
all co - ordinator for the entire project. The project chairman will sit on the 

..-Qosson House Restoration Board until that board terminates. 

SILVA HOUSE PROJECT PROPOSAL 

Only the intent of the proposal is outlined here. It is subject to revision and is 
s til l being researched under CSAC. However, the committee feels that the general 
membership is entitled to be informed of its findings . 

}HO ~US AL: That the Jr. League of Fhoenix, Inc. enter into negotiations with the City 
of f noenix f or the purchase o r l ease of the Silva House (Miramon property) on the 
corner of 7th Street and East Adams, 

1. For restoration as a period museum, and 
2 . For use in the future as a possible Jr. Lea gue Headquarters cont i ngent upon 

memoership approval, and 
3 . Fo r allocat i on of funds for a lease-purchase agreement in the amount of 

$20 ,000 over a two year period, and 
4. To include in such an agreement a clause stipulating that Jr. Lea gue monies 

s ha ll revert to the Con.munity Trust Fund if negotiations are unsuccessful. 

NEED: One o f the concerns researched by the Project Researc h Co mmittee has been what 
functi o n t b e Rosson House will serve when restoration is completed, and what effect 
tha t restoratio n will have on the surrounding environment. To that answer several 
others ha ve taken definitive action . From these concerns and interests have come the 
c o nce p t o f Heritag e Square . Although the area, not unlike the Rosson House, is no 
--.., g er its former self, it has evolved toward becoming the meeting house for Phoenix. 
~~vi ously the Conv e ntion Center-Civic Flaza makes this possible. The regional and 
even nati o nal aspects of its activities demands of the Rosson House and Heritage 
Square to become the focal point of a more local flavor. The area as an emerging 
me eting hou s e district, and the implied charge to include a local aspect in its 
further development, suggest provision and enc oura g ement for returning civic, 
curtural, and professiona l groups and organizations from their offices and meet i ng 
rooms in the suburb s t o the urban center . Such groups exist now and their members 
are leg ion. Tney a re self - gene rating, and for that reason could locate anywhere. 
Mo r e im~ortantly, their traffic contributes to the market, whose demands are met by 
s ho~s, restaurants and amusements . They have common activities and therefore, needs; 
meeting rooms, exhibition space , office, duplicating and mail rooms. Aside from 
the s e practical considerations the district could offer meetin g opportunities between 
groups which urban centers nurture. 

These c oncepts are pres ently oeing studied by a commission of the City Council to 
develop a market research and economic feasibility study for the Rosson House block 
and the surrounding area. If this study indicates a favorable climate for the de
velopment of the Heritage Square concept then other groups such as the Central Arizona 
Chap ter o f the A.I.A. plan to build an environmental arts center and locate there. 
The Fer f orming Arts Combined Talents, Inc., the Phoenix Historical Society and the 
Arizona Museum are also proposing to relocate adjacent to Heritag e Square. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Due to limited space, details concerning budget and vo l un
teer opportunities were deleted from both proposals. This information may be readi
ly obtained from any committee memoer, and will be issued to the membership before 
E..---.., roposa l is presented for vote. 

Thank you f or your interest. The Project Research Committee 
Kim Sterling, Chairman 
Arlene Ben Horin 
Hart Switzer 

Becky Babson 
Nancy Hamilton 


