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The Congressional Gold Medal is an award bestowed by Congress and is the highest civilian award in
the United States. The decoration is awarded to an individual or unit who performs an outstanding
deed or act of service to the security, prosperity, and national interest of the United States. The first
recipient of the medal was George Washington in 1776. Among the 145 individuals and units awarded
the medal were the Tuskegee Airmen, Navaho Codetalkers, Thomas Edison and the Wright Brothers.

On November 2, 2011 a concurrent resolution by both the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S.
Senate awarded Congressional Gold Medals to the U.S. Army’s 100th Battalion, the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team and the Military Intelligence Service for their extraordinary accomplishments in World
War I1.

Due to their advancing age, many of the Japanese American veterans who served in these units were
unable to attend the Congressional Gold Medal Ceremony in Washington D.C. Communities
throughout the United States are now honoring their local Japanese American World War II veterans.

JACL Arizona Chapter is honored to have Congressman Trent Franks present the replica Congressional
Gold Medals to the following veterans, spouses of veterans and children of veterans:

Robert Ki\goto Amano

Robert was born on November 8, 1925 in Moiliili in Honolulu, Hawaii.

He attended the Army Japanese Language School at Schofield Barracks, Territory Hawail.
He spent two months of Mi]l"t:artj ]anguag,ﬁ c.[as.c.cs, one month of Navy [:anguagc“. class and
three months of Army basic tra]n:ng after the hanguagc-: classes. He was “«FlPPQC] to Tubabao
Island in the IT’H]fPPincﬁ to serve with the (1.5, Navy.

After WW Il ended, Robert was shipped to the former Santa Ana Racetrack in Manila. From
’c]'mre, he was sent c‘iaif}} to the Colum [‘mng POW C,am]:) to interrogate _Ja]pancsf: POW’s.
Later, he was HLHPPPC: to JaPan as Occu Patlon Forces to AT1S. His ﬁr—st assign ment was w1t1’1
the First C;av;a]t"xj Division, F_'ighth Reg_iment, near 'F'olc_tjo. After a PProx:mateTy three months,
he was ;-35.-'atgncd to the Fifth Air Force (was Pal‘t of the U1.5. A:‘mLp at r‘\tsugi Air Base, also
near ka_qo. He was then a:ssjgnec! to Chitose Arm” Air Base in Hokkaido.

After returr:ing from the service in 1946, Robert comp[eted his final year of Business School
and started worlc:r!g for the Department of Army on APrii 1, 1948 as a Clerk Typist {or the
Quartermaster C.orPs. He retired on June 19, 1982 as Program a nd fvudgct Officer for Trlplcr
Medical Center. A year and a half later, he was asked !); J the D(’:Par'tment of .~’\:‘m\;j to work on
a Pro]ec,t to consolidate Fa mi[f._j Hou.ﬂ,mg Account for all mi]itary services.

Robert has five children and ei ght granc]childrcn. Their onfi} cl;.auglntc':r lives in Torrance, CA
and the four sons are scattered all over, oldest in Dallas, TX, next in Hono!u!u, HI, nextin
Silverton, OR and youngest in Scottsdale, AZ. 'Thm} moved to AZ in March_. 1989.




Yoshitaka (*Y”) Eto

Yoshitaka “Y” Eto Was born on Ju'uj 5,19251n Phoenix, AZ. He grewup in Avondale and went
to Litchfield Higb School.

After h:gh school, he was drafted into the Army, “Y” was stationed in Itahj after landing in
North Africa. He was in the L Com pany of the 100th Battalion which served as watchmen for
the German PriSOr‘lﬁFﬁ. UPon returni ng, from the service, “Y” became a vegeta ble grower.

Tom Haga

Tom was born on Julf 22,1923 He served in the 442nd Regi mental Combat Team after basic
training at C:.amP She |)}J, MississiPPi in 194%. Later that year, he went to the Milita ry
Intc!]igcncc Language School in Savage, Minnesota and g'aduatecl in 1944

He served in the XIV Al"mLJ GHQ in Burma, the ifi"l'.iﬂ Indian Division in Burma, the China
Command in Southeast China and was honorablq clesc.harg_.ecl in1946.

After his service in the milita ry, Tom worked as an Instructor at Wayne State University
Graduate School and University of Michigan, and served in other roles inc.iud:’ng Executive
Director and Plan ning, and Zon?ng C.on;su%ta nt in both Michr_gan and Colorado. He retired in
1986 a nd moved to Arizona in 2003.

Tatsuo Ig;uchi

Tatsuo was born in Los :‘\ngc!cs‘ CA onJune 6,1920. He attended UCLA until mi|itar}j service
interrupted his education. While his ]:\arcnt-; and ﬁiblings were interned during WW I, Tatsuo

served with the Mihtarg 1ntc=_|[igcnc.e Service in Minnesota.

After the war, Tatsuo returned to UCLA and obtained his BS and PA certification short]_t J
thereafter. He 5Pcnt several years with the State of California and then 'loz' ned the federal
government DCAA. Tatsuo Pas&cd away on Juf_q 29,2002. He is survived lwy his wi{'-e, Viola

and two sons.

Katsumi (Kats) lkeda

Kats grzadua’mc{ from Mesa H rgh School in 1939 where he Par‘ti\:[Pa‘md in football, baseba“,
and track. He won All State Honors in football Hs senior year. He was an ardent
(’JUtdC)()I’SIﬂaF‘I W}'i() Cﬂj(]tjﬂ(‘l i"lLJ rltll‘lg CILH'E!’IS l’}']L’ C!(‘,CI' 5€¢ason ancl }"IC’. I‘ll\'\l’{iljﬁ IJTUU%P]t h()mc a




deer. He was very skilled in wooc]\mrking tasks and, as a huHuJ: he loved to draw Penc.:ic-:d
sketches from Purtraifs,

At the onset of WW II, Kats joined the U.S. Army in May, 1944 and was sent to Camp ,‘:}hcﬂwq,
I‘v‘nsmﬁsiPPL He was killed Jur'énga training exercise on JulL} 22, 1944,

Masaru Il(ecla

Masaru was inducted into the (1S, Army in June, 1943 at Fort Dougfas, Utah. He volunteered
to serve in the 44-2nd Rc:_glmental (.omgat Team when he was nineteen years old. He was very
roud to be one of the c)rigin;a[ volunteers of the 442nd and was Pmm‘{ of the recognihon :

the 442nd has received. He was discha rgf:cl from the Army on June 4, 1946 at Fort Bliss,

Texas.

Masaji (Mas) Inoshita

Mas Inoshita was born in Fresno, CA on December 2.1919. He moved to the Santa Maria/
L';u;acfa[upc, CAareaini925. He gg-.-adu:a{'.c’_d from Santa Maria HI&;"‘I 1N 1938, He left Hancock
W= C.c:Hcgc to take over the F;im]T_t_] farm when his father had a stroke. He was drafted in 1940
and diﬁcg'l;a:‘gcd in 1946,

His {-.amt'ia_j was evacuated to the Tulare Asﬁcm})i}j Center, Row §, Stall12. The ?arni[i.j was then
moved to the Gila River Detention (:.am[: on Au gust 22, 1942. Mas volunteered for the U1.5.
Army on Thanksgwing. 1942. He was sent to Mr|ifarfj rntc]hgencc Language Schoolin Savage,
Minnesota and gi'ad:_latﬁc[ n M;{:J, 1943. He was then sent to C;-amP 5 c‘.[!J‘L]._ Mr'ssissipiar tojoin

combat training with Com pany i

Mas was sent overseas to China, Burma, and India and then Occupsed Japan. He was
Cll'sc.hargpcf ::.:arlf J L?_L_} his rﬁqucsf and arrived in Arizona in January, 1946. Mas married f.’)tﬁ._&_] H.
Kuwahara of Los ;’\ngeie:% on T:C]Z)E'Liai'i.j 12, 1949. Mas and F_Sett” had two sons and one
c]augl’nl:c‘,r,

Mas was elected (!JL; Governor Janet Napo[rt;mo) to the Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame in
2003. He was honored [aq Arizona State University in 2005 and b:_} the Congress of the
United States.

Satole (Sat) Iwakoshi

Satwas bornint 13W‘f‘}1()rnc, CAon Schm ber 17,1921. His parents were first generation Issel
farmers. Sat was the second born son of eigi-;f children to Shinzo and € |'11'Ljo Iwakoshi.




Shinzo Passcd awatj in1939. At that time, George, Sat’s older brother had been sent to
Japan to receive 5c.hoo!1ng, 50 C.Ht.;o was left to raise the rest of her [arge F.‘-]I‘I‘IIII‘L’}. Ruri, Sat's
sister ki m:H‘q remembers that Sat a[wa_q.-a worked hard in the fields, drove the Proc:luc.c to
market and cared for his younger si bl;ngs,

When WW Il broke out, the 'FEII‘T‘II|E] was sent to the Poston CamP. Sat served in the ULS. Army’s
442nd ch_,imcrntai Combat Team in tur‘oPeA After the war, Sat drove a commercial truck and
became very g{)od at chick scxmg:'n the Poultr[} business. Durmghls travels between Texas
and other Southern states, he met tiko Iwakosh:'. Sat and liko married in 1950, settled in
Phoenix, AZ and started Farm'rng na busq flower and proc{uce: business. T[ﬂcq had one
c]aughtcr. Susan and their Famr'llL_; flower shop was named *Sat's Rancho” that liko managcc[
and created beautitul Howcrarr-angemcnts or sale.

After Farming for more than {:I-n'rly years, Satwas forced to retire due to a heart condition.
Sat and liko retired in Chandler, AZ and cnjo_t_ ;cd fra\-c‘,img__ RV camping/ square cJ:ancmg_. and
visiting their two grandc,lm[ci renin CA. Sat Passed away in [994 and liko Paz‘,sed awayj in 2008.
Sat will alw:alqs be remembered as a good man who saw the brigi'ltesf side of life. His g_J;i:%ﬁ was
;1[\\’(—1\[.]5 F'Ia”' {U“ arld }‘1]5 t'faS\Lf hUmO[' E"]I'I(.'l E'\I‘IC’ +TE€HC!1L] manner {'.OI.ICE("-CI [T‘.IE')I"I[j \Nl’]O knc‘.w hiﬂ].

Thomas Kac:lomo’co

Thomas was a native Arizonan, born on August 24, 1917. He entered m||itara.} service in Jul T
194, Sﬁr\’ingm the U.S. ;’\rmH_ He br:gan his miiftar‘t_} career as a hospital medic. However, i
soon after the bombing at Pear] Harbor, he volunteered to attend the Mi[itarq Language
School in Minnesota. X -

Abter al—tc.‘.ndl'ng the Language School, he was stationed overseas from December, 1945 to
March, 1946. While overseas, he served under General Doug!as MacArthur in the Mihtarq
!n’ceillgcnc:e. Division as an interrogator and translator. During, his time on the front lines, he

was in chargc of a Laﬂguagc dcfa&.hmcnt of ten to twelve men.

His overseas tour and as:‘-ig_nmcnts included Brisbane, Au:‘»i’:‘aha; New Guinea, Mindanao,
F’hilipp:ncs: and Kure, Japan.

Thomas was awarded the Bronze Medal for meritorious service in the }’eacaﬁc and was
honor{ab[}j c]i:schmgcd n March, 1946 at the rank of 2nd Lieutenant.

william (®ilD Kajiilcawa

Born :-}cptcmbcr 8, 1912 in Oxnard. California, Bill moved with his fa mi|[_j to Arizona and




g_g:::adl_lafecf from both Phoenix Union 1 'iigh School where he lettered in b spurts and Arizona
State University where he lettered in football . He served with the 442 Infa ntry chﬁment,
100t Battalion in Eu rope and after [mmg honombh; dlsch;ﬂ:rg,ed. returned to Arizona and
ASLL

Bill retired from tﬁachmg:md c.onchingat ASUIN1978 after a 41 year career 5crv|'n%as the
freshman football coacg under 9 hcag a:.oac.he.s, head basketbaiﬂcoach from |f’?‘+3: 55 and
also head baseball coach duri ng most of that same Pcriod. Throu ghout his adult life, he and
his late wife Margaret contributed to numerous civic causes and organizations tHrougJ'l()ut
the community.

Among his awa rcls, he has received an honora ry doctor of laws cleg_ree_ from ASU, inducted
into Arizona }"hstor_L_jmal(crs. honored at the opening of the Japanese American National
Museum and had the AU football practice field named after him.

He is survived b{.} his two daug)htcrs, Carol O'Connell (George), Christine Wilkinson (Don);

two grandchldr;;.r!. ]\’encf_tﬂ Richardson and Ryan O'Connell; and three great
5:';md'daug}1ters. Addison, Sienna and Kiera Richardson.

Ben Komatsu

Ben Komatsu was born on J\’la‘tj 23,1923 in Phoen i, AZ. He ioined the z’\rm:,_; on 5cptcm ber 29,
1944 Followi ng basic traming, he was headed to Eu rope when the war ended.

He spent sixteen weeks of Japanese ian:z}uage training at Fort 5ne”|'ng. Minnesota, and then
bcgan serving as an Interpreter for the Milita ry Police Platoon, 1st (::3]_\'311} Divsion in Japan.

In ;’id(_‘lli'.l(_')ﬂ i‘.(;[ﬂtc‘.l'Prﬂ'tlﬂg ‘FOF' :SL!SP(‘.CtS q Ll(‘.?fsi’.i(_‘)ﬂf‘:(‘l }'N.j miilt.’il'tj FO!IC(:‘., !‘I(‘: ;g:-)thcrec[ (“.\.'lCi(‘.nC.C

to support investigations and was active in carrying out several public opINionN campaigns in
AL ks il &

various areas ot J:iPIiI"I.

Ben was awarded the American Ca mpatgn Medal, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic Pacific
Campaign Medal, Armyy of Occu pation Medal, and the World War I Victory Medal. After his
honorable disc.har'gc on December 23, 1 946, he attended UCLA and later Lg_.r;acluatcc‘! with a
marl:cting_, clc:grec, He returned to Arizona, got married and be.gan fa rm:ng with his brother

and ﬁather'.

Ben died on November 20,2009. Heis survived lwt'} his brothers, Jimmie and George, his \.\'I‘F{'t_,
Mae and their c]aughtcr, Ellen, sons, Glen and Ken and six gr'.'ancic.l'\i[c.{:‘c‘.n.




Yoshiqu ki Motoqoshi

\"OS!‘!!\L]UL’l was born on October 25,1922 in Mesa, AZ. He attended Phoenix Union Hi gh
School and went on to g‘mclucitc from Phoenix k..ouctgc. He was sc!ﬁemp!oqec] until his
retirement.

He served in the U1.S. Army’s Milii’ar_q Jntei]{gencc Service. He attended Mi[itarq Intc!iigpﬂcc
Schoolin Fort Sne”ing_’, Minnesota and served as a translator in the trial of General Yamashita

in the T’Hilipplncs_

He married Sakae Nishida on :ﬁcpi.cmbcr 21,1947 and ithmg have three dau s;_hte.rs. Yoshit }ui;i
P;i:?uﬁc‘,d away on May 22, 2008.

Clarence Ohta

It }wcgan three months after the all Nisei 442nd ch]m::ntal Combat Team was formed in
Hawaii and :'»|'nppcci out to thr‘“ mamianc{. This time, thc:re was a call for volunteers for tl‘l(‘.
Ml[i’r;ar:,J Intci]lgﬁ nce Service (MIS) to serve with the Pacific combat forces.

Clarence had volunteered for the 442nd RCT and had taken his [rhqmcal exam and was

classified 1-A \.I'F,J'lu’.'l‘!._; to be inducted). In June, 1943, he was officia ]_:;‘t:n.‘:!uc.tc-:d into the (1.S.
Army a nd sailed out of Honolulu for Ca mp Savage, Minnesota. After six month of langu:a_gc
and ‘fni[it:ar}; training, there was a call for volunteers to train as P;ar:-ac]ﬂutusts at the Fort
E)enningJumF School. After intensive traming at the Parachute Schooi, he was sent to
rcccix-:ﬂ:nawc and advanced airborne training at '-J;-imp Mackall, North Carolina.

After qua!:i:_c_png asa !mgulst airborne mFant'.r_qmnn. ten of the mﬁan’rn.;mcn were sent to the
Pacific to !om the 1ith Airborne Division in New Guinea. A month iatﬁr\, the nith Airborne ]ofnec:f
General McArthur's Phl]ip]oincs Liberation Forces and landed on Leyte Island. It was the rainy
season and t[’req were sent into the mountains to {'-ight, Lf.hm'.)lng up and down the sfippcnj
hills taxed thc|r‘5tr‘cngh. not to mention the sometimes ankle c?ccp mud i’E’TCl] had to slosh
Ehrougﬁ

After Leyte, their Division invaded Southern Luzon. During the battle for Luzon, Clarence
made a combat 'Fu mp with the (-JI{ij)_J'. | Task Force which secured the ..-'\Ppari Airfield on the
northern ttP of Luzon. The war soon ended and the Division P:'cfparcd for the oc.c.upahm of
_Japﬁn. He spent S S years with the Occu P;ation Forces in Northern Jap{-in, Clarence
received a Bronze Star Medal for Meritorious Service.




Harry Y. Oyama

Harry Oyama was born in San Jose in f*e.]:vruarq, 1926. He was an internee at the Gila River
Internment Camp in Arizona and volunteered to serve in the ULS. Army. He served in the

Mifitarq Intc|]|gcncc Service and was sent to Japan in 1945.

After his return home, HarrH relocated to Los z\ngclcs to attend a trade coﬂege and then
worked in the food Enc!ustrfj for most of his career. Hm-rf j Passec] away in August, 2003. He

is survived [uj two of his sisters, Alice and Viola.

Jack Suda

Jack was born on F‘e[)ruar_Lj 4, 1918 1In C:|r:.nc]aic, AZ. He had two bmti-rcrs, Yoshio and George.

He g_rac]uate.cl from Glendale Higi’t School and was drafted into the U1.5. Army on Septcm}_‘:ﬂr
14,1945. He was stationed in Monterey, near the Presidio. He was transferred to Fort Srueuin_g
in Minnesota to attend “E” school to Est.ucig ]anguage, b'hortlf.} ti'}crc;a{:tcr, he returned to
Monterey and 5Fx-:nt the rest of his service as a cook. He was discha r_g_c:cf on 5ePtember 7
1946 from Fort Beal.

Jack was married to Haruko Ozasa and the.y had three children, Steve, Dennis and Jack, Jr.
Jack was a Vc:gctablr: Grower in Glendale.

George Takag

George was born on ['cljruarq 28,1921 in Columbus: New Mexico. His FamfiLj moved to Wilcox,
AZ wTwcrc he cvcntua”g met his wife of 51 years, Josepf‘rine I.e._l_]vas "li'akagi.h It was during this
time that WW Il broke out and George and his brothers and sisters were sent to the Poston
Internment Camp.

On June 4, 194+, George enlisted into the 442nd chzmcnra[ Combat Team, 100th Battalion,
Company C in{'-antr\::j Group and received a Purple Heart while serving overseas. After
returning home, the couplc moved to Tucson and had two children, Gcorgc 'Ihlcagi. Jr. and
Dolores '[';ﬂ(ae)r Soto. For the rest of his active wor!(ing years, Creorgc: worked as a salesman
in the food inauﬁ’rr_tj serving all of Southeastern Arizona.

Gcorge lived to see his grandch:Hren and one great gr:mdchﬂd. He was extrcme.hj Prouc[ of
all of them and a]ways smii_ccl and Pfaﬂcd with them and tried to share the wisdom he had
attained ’chroug]’]out his life. He was devoted to his wife, Famil‘lj and God.




George Passc:cl away) in 1991 from c.omphc.ations of diabetes. He was very prouc! of |'1;.wmg
served in the 442nd, spcaﬁ(ing high[q of all of his comrades and the unit’s many
accomPEishmcnts,

Henry Takagi

Henry was born in Pearce, AZ on March 17, 1923, He was sent to Poston with his four si}_wfings_-,

He jomf_d the ULS. Army a nd went to Eu rope with the 442nd F\’.cgjme,n’ta[ Combat Team. He
met his wife, M;arg]'\crim. in Ita|\1_; and married her. T[’lctj left ita l\l. and returned to Arizona with
their son, Patrick in 1947. Henry and M.‘-arghcrita had ('::igl‘lt children and he remained in the
s Arm_t:] until his retirement in 1966. He died in October of 199%.

Goro Tanamachi

Goro Tanamachi was born in Seal Beach, CA on May 27,1919, the fifth child of Kumazo and
Asao Tanamachi. The F;!m:iq moved to Texas in 1921 and {-.‘.\'f:ntua”q settled on a farm in the Rio

Grande Va”c-.q,

Goro enlisted in the Army Air Corps and was sent to Technical School in lllinois and
gr;_‘ac[uatc-:ﬂ as an airplane mechanic in 1941. The K_‘LE‘L’] after Pearl Harbor December 1941, Goro
was removed from duty with the Army Air C_orpﬁ and worked at the Post Exchan ge until he
was sent to the Arm‘x jat C.;amP Crowder, MO. He com]:)le.’tcc! motor mechanic school in Fort
Crook Nebraska in 1942 and achieved a Technician Fifth Grade. When the 4427 Infa ntry
outfit was aPvaed n f'c',iwruar_x_l 1943, he was sent to (.'_amP Shclbﬂ. M5, as part of the -
or'ig_,inai Cadre. One of his buddies owned a car and a group of four soldiers drove to C_amp
5"!(‘!”){.{ Fortu natctl}d. Goro was a skilled motor mechanic when the car broke down in route
and he was able to repair it quic.ULJ. While at Camp Shel bq, Goro also ::.o’mlzﬂf:ted the second
echelon mechanics course. \ ‘

From (_'amp Shc]b{:} he went to New York, flew to Africa and then on to Ita!i._} and France for
combat. On October 29, 1944 he was called to Biffontaine, France, to idc’.ntlﬂj the |mc{q of
his brother Saburo who was killed in action. While serving his country he received several
medals mc.]ucim‘g four Bronze Stars. As part of his citation for one of the Bronze Sta rs, the
record states, “....... . With C[i]lgt‘.nc_ﬁ. perseverance, untirng effort ,a nd with Clésrc‘.garcl for
ersonal :-'-a’f.cttj T .pcr{ormecﬁ his duties in a :‘-uPcrior manner. A |ar“g<‘: number of the

Eaﬂtallon's vehicles were conﬁtant]; ] kc*.':’t in excellent o[:!c:r;ih ng condition and available on call

to the frontline elements because of the skill and untiring conscientiousness of Technician
Fourth Grade Tanamachi.......>




After an Honorable Disch;-arge at the end of the war on August 4, 1945, Goro returned to
Texas and married childhood swccthcart, Yuriko. The_y evt:ntua”g settled in Ohio where t‘he‘xj
lived until his death in 1990. Th65 have four children and four grandsons.

Makoto (Mack) Tanita

Mack was born on June 12,1918 to Naomasa and Sui Tanita in San Gabriel, CA. He moved to
Avrizona with his i-amj]LJ when he was ten %ears old where he grew up with his Parcnts_. 1
brothers and one sister. He graduated trom Phoenix tinion High School.

He served in the U.S. Army’s Military Intelligence Service (traine:cl in Minnesota and served in
, ) &

Japan), He married Nobufco Endow on F‘cbruaﬁtj 12,1949 and thc&j had four children. Mack
Passcd away on JLJIH 15, 2006.

Minoru (Min) Tanita

Min was born on January 19, 1923 in A”-u-sml:vra,. California to Naomasa and Sui Tanita. He
moved with his {:eamilq to Arizona where he grewup with his parents, eleven brothers and one
sister. He gracluatca from North High School and served in the U1.S. AFI'I"I‘L}IS Mi[itarfg
Intcﬂtgcncc Service In JaPan. .

He later graduatcd from UCLA and the University of Arizona F’Earmaaj School. While
worlung asa Pharmactst, he met Mariko Mit:;uHosﬁu and t]'lcy were married on 5c:F1t(-!T‘I‘I!TJt:I’ 7 o
1955. The_fj lived in Orange Countg, California and had two children and three granc]chi]drc‘:n_
Min Passed away on June 26,2005.

Tamotsu (Tom) Tanita

Tom was born in1925 in Monterey Park, California to Naomasa and Sui Tanita. He attended
North H Lg]'x School until World War 11 broke out when he transferred to Peoria H:gh School.

Tom served from 1944-1946 and was in the 100th Battalion of the 4+42nd Rc‘.gﬁmcnt;al Combat
Teamn H:a]_tj with his brother, Wataru (Wattie). He married Ma:y Ishikawa. Tom Passcd away
in APri[__ 1989, two months after the death of his dear wife.




Wataru (Wattie) Tanita

Wattie was born in Monterey Park, CA on June 20, 1924. He moved with his F:'l.mi]q to
Glendale, AZ in 1928. He attended North Hig'!-r fors years. After the war broke out in 194, he
was not allowed to continue at North i'%:gh so he attended Peoria I'ilg}w and graduatcc! in 1945,

-\{'-f.'r‘l'51'.’3(']“.’11’.1()!1. he worked on the F;sm:h.i farm. In August, 1944 he was drafted into the (S
~\rm¢_| and sent to C.;aml:\ }.'ahc'[ljt_]. M:ﬁslsﬁlppa for basic traming, After six month of basic
traming, he was sent overseas to lhahj to i{_)in the 100th Battalion, Co. D of the 442nd

Kc‘_g’lmcnhii Combat Team. After .‘-t?l'\.'m.&:.!ﬂ “CHEI] for two years, he came home and worked on

s

the F;'irm]_q tarm and attended business SL'.h(UL}[II.n Chillicothe, Missouri, under the G.1. bill.

Atter r:‘.tmr'!g n 1985, he went on several gn[F tl'IP:i to Scotland, Ireland, .—\u:‘»traha. New
Zealand, Hawaii and South Carolina with his brother, Stome. After the gp!F trlF\s ended, he
c‘_n]och trout Hr‘-[’ung' with Tom Kuhara until 2007. InJune, 2008, Helen and Wattie moved to
Southern California to live with their c_‘LluLghtcr' and her Fd!‘l"li'\l,l.

Wattie still enjoys 5{1|{:in3_’,(>r1t'c* aweek and walks most L'L'i_l]:—} for his health. Wattie would like to
thank the JACL for all it's suppurf tiﬁruugh the years.

N
Koichi Tomita W)
N

Koichi Tomita served as a sergeant with the 442nd 1r‘|F;mh'1j Regiment, 100th Battalion.
Company Gin lt:sl_tj and Southern France durmgW\V I receving a }’urF[cf Heart, I"Jsshm_"l.nshcfc[
Unit ﬁ;ici‘z:__',e and Combat !n{"‘mtnj ﬁ.ida;:‘.

The son of Isset who |mmsgr'.']htc{ to Hawaii, Koichi was born on January , 1918 in Lihue,
Kauai, the {1H|'1 of seven surviving, children !‘\orn to imc-.m)iu and NE"‘)U["I‘C". (Ko]'im‘\‘ Tomita. The
first in his F.’!mﬂq toz;r':ic]u;sh'. from an American hi;;h school and a Japanese L‘mg{.x;)g& ]1égh
school, Koichi then ["’-S.\'“"' wurlungwd'h Kauai Stores which was the Eeginmng of a career in

retail L‘ir‘»hng until his retirement, c‘\c.;:F\t for the years he served in the Armed Forces.

f ou()\\-lng;m honorable disc i'mr'g{', he returned to Kauai and married the former May I\.‘u;.‘ikn
: b : - _ _ 2 il
Saiki and had son, Stan, named for his wartime }wu.;J.c‘[r_g and .*:.1L1511h~r, Sherril. During his
lifetime, Ko, as everyone knew him, was an avid fisherman, tennis P].‘in_;:'r. bowler and

rardener.
E"i C]( als

Since his passing on October 2, 2006 his three g‘n'inclu_':fn[ﬂrcﬁn_ Yoko Omi, Kristen v‘\L:qu_- and
Matthew Kn]u'u continue to be [“I'UI_JC] of ()r'."m;:;}:\;s and miss him.

e




Masatsuki (Mutt) Yamamoto

Mutt is a native Arizonan born on January 4, 1925.

A|though he was initia]f&i dispatchcd to serve in the 442nd Regimental Combat Team during
WW 11, he was uItimatc|5 sent to serve in the 52nd Counter-Inte ||gcncc Corpsin Hiroshima_.
Japan. There he worked as an investigator and interpreter, establishing informant networks
th rouglnout the area for the purpose of arrcsting and interrogating Japa nese of subversive
intentions toward the occupation force.

Mutt retired mititary dutg as a Staff Sergeant in1946. He received the Asiatic Pacific
CamPaign Medal, ww 11 Victory Medal and Armg of OccuPation Medal for his service..

Upon his return to Arizona, Mutt cc)f;)crated a farm outside of Glendale until he retired in 1986.

He and his wti_. Yasuko (Tsutsumida) have been married for 59 years and have three
ciaughtcrs and a son.

Ted Yoshimura

Ted was born on APrf[ 24,1920 1n E’)I‘thhe, California. He attended Phoenix Union High
School in AZ.

He was drafted into the U.5. Arm9 and was sent to Mi|itar5 Intc”igcncc School in Fort
5nc[|in5, Minnesota. As the war was cnding, he was sent to To!q,J() for six months before

bein clisc.harge:cf. He met and married Yoko in Tokyo. Thcy had two children, Eriko and Kenji
and four graradchildrr:n. L
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Thank you to our WW II Nisei Veterans

JACL Arizona Chapter is proud of the tremendous accomplishments of the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team, 100th Battalion and Military Intelligence Service. We are
honored that many of these young, courageous Nisei soldiers have strong ties to Arizona. We
did try hard to identify all Arizona Nisei who served in the 442nd, 100th or MIS but would
like to apologize if we have inadvertently missed a deserving Nisei Veteran.
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