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Inez Patterson,

Gail Boyle Wed
Saturday Night

Simple rites at the home of the
bride Saturday night united Miss
Inez Patterson, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. M. E. Patterson, and
Gail Boyle, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Orson Boyle. Rev. S, A. Stewart
performed the exchange of vows.

Miss Patterson, given in marri-
age by her father, wore a blue
street-length gown with navy blue
accessories. She wore a gladiola
corsage.

Mrs. Russell Backus, Phoenix,
attended her sister as matron of
honor. She wore a navy blue
gown with matching accessories
and a carnation corsage. Hdwin
“Cy” Boyle was best man.

Mrs. Alline Phillips played the
traditional wedding marches for
the wedding which was attended
by only close friends and relatives.

A small reception followed the
wedding after which the couple
left for Lakeside to honeymoon for
two weeks,

Following their return, they both
intend to enroll at Arizona State
College at Tempe. Miss Patterson,
a Mesa High School graduate, was
formerly employed at Republic
and Gazette. This summer, she
worked at a Catalina Island Ranch
resort for six weeks.

Mr. Boyle, a navy veteran and
also a Mesa High School graduate,
has been employed by a construc-

s

vue Paul L. dSase Co. {

Ada Ward and D

Simple home rites Friday e&ve-
ning united Miss Ada Ward, daug-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Roy C. Ward,
and Declbert Mortensen, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Martin W. Mortensen.
1.DS Bishop IZarl Merrill officiated
at the exchange of vows held at the
Ward home, 242 S. Robson St.

The bride, given in marriage by
her father, chose pink crinkled
crepe for her wedding ensemble.
The afternoon frock was designed
with detailed bodice, shore sleeves
with gathered trim and simpl_o fl::lr—
ed skirt. Navy blue accessories, in-
cluding a tiny hat, were worn with
the gown. She carried an arrange-
ment of white carnations atop a
white prayer book. Satin stream-
ers extended from the flowers.

Mrs. Kent Sirrine attended the
bride as matron of honor, wearing
an aqua taffeta frock and black
accessories. Her corsage was of
carnations. Mr. Sirrine was best
man.

A wedding reception honored the
couple from 8 to 10 at the Woman'’s
Club building. Guests were greet-
ed by the couple and their parents.
Mrs. Ward wore a green afternoon
ecown while Mrs. Mortensen wore a
%z‘rey suit. Both had white carna-
tion corsages.

tion company.
They will reside in either Tcmpot
or Phoenix.
___‘_0_._———.——_.
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The reception hall was decorated

Exchange N upt%al \Yows Friday

’ |
elbert Mortensen
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with baskets of yellow chrysanthe-

mums. Lewis Horne played con-‘i

tinuous background music and a|

male quartet sang several selec-!

tions. |
Persons assisting at the reception 1

included. Mrs. Esther Dial, l

Char- |
lene Mortensen, Nellie and RutM
Ward and Mrs. J. W. Baugh. E

Following the reception the pair‘
left for a honeymoon trip at an un-
‘announced destination. Upon their
return they will make their home
in Mesa.
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Deaff’e St
Leaves Fri. y

on LDS Mission

Miss. Deane Shill, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Shill, left Mesa
Friday night for Salt Lake City
where she will enter the LDS Mis-
sion. home for ten days’ training
before entering a mission field.

Miss Shill will serve her mission
in.the Southwest Indian mission
with headquarters in Gallup, N. M.

Last Tuesday, the Lehi Ward, of
which Miss Shill is a member,
honored her at a farewell party.

A family party and a handker-
chief and hose shower given by La-
verne Pratt also feted the prospec-
tive missionary.

Miss Shill is a Mesa High Scliool
graduate.  She recently .eturned |
from Salt Lake City where she has
been employed for a year. She was
formerly employed in Phoenix le-
fore going to Utah.

Ruth Resley,
Globe Man

Are Married

'Ruth E. Resley,
ried to Charles A.

Globe.
The pair plan to
home in Mesa,
Mrs. Mc_Keo is employed at the
: pos? office here. Mr., McKee was in
business in Globe until he moved to
Mesas
% MI and Mrs. John Snyder of Mi-
ami a:ttended the couple. Mrs. Mec-
;ﬁee is ‘.the (laug‘h'tcr of Mr. and
rs. Wright P. Shill, Mesa,

.
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Sadie Sirrine

Florabel Taylor
1st Counselor

Priscijla Shill
2ns-Counselsr-L95

Erma Johnson
nd Counselor

Neomi Nicol Muriel Freeman
Mag. Rep. ‘Secretary

Dear friends of Lehi Ward:

All of my memories of Lehi Ward are near and dear to me since Lehi was
home ward for the first twenty-five years of my life; then again in la
years at which time I served in the Rzlief Society Presidency. It was
during these lager years that I learned to appreciate woman's place ir
Church and of the love and devotion the women of the Lehi Ward have fc
service to their fellow ward members and the Priesthood. Florabel Ta;
and Pricilla Shill are two such women, and were my ever-faithful coun:
Without them my term as President would haye fallen short in many res
I am sure,

I recall one service the women in the ward gave to the Bishopric whic
feel was outstanding. Bishop Earl Merrill seemed pretty discouraged
trying to make plans for raising $350.00 which was Lehi's assignment
Welfare Project. Florabel, Pricilla and I called all the women in the
for a meeting one afternoon without disclosing the purpose of the meei
We told them of the assignment and explained as best we could the fin¢
gituation of the ward and asked for volunteers to canvas the ward for
this Welfare assignment. Within a week -the funds had been collected
women of the ward and at a j
Priesthood-Relief Society meeting held at night the $350,00 was prese
Bishop Merrill. He had heard nothing of the campaign and seemed very
pleasantly surprised. When told how it had been accomplished he prot
his family had not been asked for a donation, but Sister Louie in her
but firm way informed him that they certainly had not been left out.

May the Lord bless Relief Society women the world over.

Sincerely,

Sarah (Sadie) A, Sirr!
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Row_#2 % Row #3 Row R4

Myra Dodson - Burnham Elaine Steele : 1. Lavern Rogers

. Ina Taylor - Marguerite Shill - 2 Pitt :
Florabel Taylor Josephine Thompson - Ethel Opie Porter 3. Jannie Mortensen ¥
Vida Brinton Stake Vis. % Margery Sirrine Naomi Nicoll
Mabel Buchanan Pres.. Elva Cluff & Erlene Dora Mattison Dorothy Horne
Anna Harder. ?, Lucille Stiles- Almina Power Nellie Sirrine
Lola Hathcock.- Thelma Tiffany Serena Brown Zelda Merritt
Berenice Beary . Nellie McLellan ' Brenay Lois Wing
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BISHOPRIC

NAME OFFICE g Sk ARt
_PRIESTS QUORUM .

President

OFFICE

__Bishop R B SR L. <G ST el
W. Earl Merrill ' =

W. Earl Merrill
Clarence W. Merritt 1 st. counc.

Delbert Ople Secretary

Tke L. Steele 2 nd. counc.

Towell M. Williams Ward Clerk
Asst. Clerk L) S I At SRSt At

_ FIRST QUORUM OF TEACHERS

Raleigh T.. Mathena Jr.

Viola M. Jones As-t. Clerk

Darrell L. Taylor President

Corwin S. West 1 St. Counc.

Dale C. Sneed

2 Nd. Counc.

Lewis B. Horne _Secretary:

WARD TEACHING COMMITTEE

Chairman

1 St. Counc.

W. Earl Merrill
Clarence W Merritt

Tke T,. Steele 2 nd. Counc.

H. Antone Mattison Supervisor

Raymond. W. Cluff : n

Alma R. Taylor Jr. ; S

_FIRST QUORUM OF DEACONS -

Ralelgh Mathena Jr. Asst. Ward Clerk

_Roger L. Mortenson |_President

Clyde A. McLellan 1 St. Counec.
0. Glen Taylor 2 Nd. Counc.

;T im Boyle Al \Segrelfcary, RS

We are sorry to report the =
passing away of Brother W. Earl
Merrill, one of Arizona's most'
distinguished citizens. He was
historian, author, artist and -

Brother Merrill had taught from
1926 to 1942 and worked for the

[he author receiving the Mesa
Artist of the Year award for 1974
for “outstanding work in the field
of writing.”” Darl Andersen, presi-
dent of the Mesa Fine Arts Associa-
tion, and Elma Milano, chairman of
the Mesa Chamber of Commerce’s
Cultural Affairs Committee, which
sponsors the annual award, made
the presentation April 16, 1975 at
a Mesa Symphony concert in Shep-
herd Auditorium.

columnist among his many talents.

We have been honored to print
many of Brother Merrill’s stories
in the MESSENGER and we know
that many readers have enjoyed
these glimpses into Ariozna's past.

Brother Merrill had served as
vice-president of the Mesa

- Historical Society, and a member

of the society’s bi-centennial
committee.

He was assistnat Stake Clerk in
the North Mesa Stake.

He was named Mesa artist of the
Year and recieved the . Service to
Mankind Award both this year.

-He has written ‘““One Hundred

_.red Echoes from Mesa's Past,”
“One Hundred Yesterday's and ~

“One Hundred Steps Down

- Mesa’s Past.” He also wrote a

weekly historical column for the
Mesa Tribune.

U.S. Postal service until 1947, He
recieved a degree in education at
A.S.U. in 1934 and a master’s
degree from the University of
Arizona in 1941. ‘

Heis survived by his wife, Louise;
children, Melva L. Hall, Earlene
Dewey, Vonda Marie Gross and
David E. Merrill as well as tour
brothers; two sisters; and sixteen
grandchildren.

We ofthe MESSENGER wish to

extend our sincere sympathy to the
Merrill family. We realize that this
is a great loss to the .community
and the state also, when talents
such as Brother Merrill possesed
are lost to us.




Trek of the Lehi Pioneers

Hours, then d=ys, then weeks,

They followed the trsil to the southward,
fhrough places on long-ago maps,

The names now revised, @78 forgotten---
Mountain B8prings, Chloride City, Mineral perk,
Fort Rock, and the Wallapal Valley,

Anvil Rock, Tonto Springs, Oaks and Willows,
Walnut Creek, and Williasmson Valley.
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Day after day after day,

Mile after mile to the sauthward,
Bouncing and bumping the wheels,
Creaking in monotonous cadence

To the pledding of horsed hoofs,
Measuring each foot of the distance.
Two thousand steps to the mile,

And mile after mile before sundown.
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Then the businees of camp,

The eagar decent from the wagons,

The strethhing of arms and of legs.

The shouting and laughter and greeting,
The snort and shake of the horsey,

As he is relieved of his harness;

The sound of leather and chain,

Of buckets and boxes and kettles,

The gathering of wood for the fires,
The smell of the biscults and bacon.
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And finally the making of beds,
And mothers assembling their children,
The drone of the voices subside,
As weary and worn from the travel,
Eighty-four homéiess souls,
Their goal but a dream and a vision,
While consigning their future to God,

g too, their bodies to slumber,
Watched o'er by one standing guard
For that was their usual custom. |
Watched, too, by myriads ##4## of stars, ‘
And the inquisitive fox in the thicket, {
While, from the hills round about, e
The laughing-like bark of coyotes ' ?
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Taunted and mocked at such fools,
Leaving homes secure and established,
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Hoping, through hardship and toil, 3

To rebuild a2t some vague destination. W. Barl Merrill
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Garland T. Geary Superintendent .
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YOUNG WOMENS M. I. A.

Hazel D. Shill
Caroline H. Boyle
Nathel L. Steele
Edith M. Sorenson
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M;%"/Eaves, Henry D.
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Love prompted young couple

fo remain at Mormons’ camp

The Mormon settlement on the Salt
River was divided and most of the fami-
lies were moving away, but this didn’t
stand in the way of love and marriage.

Indeed, it may have helped Mary
Ellen Merrill, 18, make up her mind
that she did want to marry Dan P. Jones,
20. !

Her father was Dudley J. Merrill,
nephew of Philemon C. Merrill, who was
the leader of the families leaving the
camp on Aug. 27, 1877.

7 Jones’ father was Daniel W. Jones,
‘who had led the Latter-day Saints to
Salt River from St. George, Utah, and
whose friendliness to the Indians was
fesented by many of the others.

* Dan P. Jones had fallen in love with
Mary Merrill during the wagon journey
from Utah.

Years later, Jones recalled that he
and Mary ‘“would loiter behind many
" times and not get into camp till after
camp was made. My father used to say
I was like the old cow’s tail—always
behind, but I didn’t care, as I was
deeply in love by this time.”

On March 1, 1877, the wagons passed
through Wickenburg. That night,
camped on the desert, Jones asked
Mary to marry him.

““She did not say ‘Yes,” but kissed me
so I took that for ‘Yes,” ”" he said.

The Mormons arrived on Salt River
March 6 and immediately went to work
digging an irrigation ditch, but the need
for supplies led some of the younger
men to take jobs elsewhere.

JONES SPENT JUNE.and July work-
ing in a grain threshing crew in the
Phoenix area. While he was gone, the
dispute between his father and the anti-
Indian faction broke out and the deci-
cion to split the camp was reached.

Young Jones learned of the troubles
when he returned to the camp about the
first of August.

“As Mary's father, Dudley Merrill,
was leaving, the question of whether she

would go with him or remain with me
was difficult for her to decide,” Jones
wrote. “We had not intended to get
married for some time so that I could
get a start in the world. Her father was
willing for her to marry me so she de-
cided to remain with me..

“We were married the day before her
father left. It was the 26th of August,
which happened to be my father’s birth-
day. We were married in the fort that

we had built in the center of section two
near where the bridge crosses the canal
at the Lehi school house.”

- HE RECALLED THAT Mary “had a
nice white dress to be married in, hut I
had nothing but heavy winter clothes and
it was the 26th day of August and in Salt
River Valley. I had a new pair of boots,
goood pants, and white shirt. Brother
Biggs loaned me a nice linen coat so we
looked pretty well, so they said.

“We had a big dinner cooked by my
mother. The main dish was roasted
venison. A sheep man coming over the
hills from Fort McDowell had killed two
or three deer, so he gave most of the
meat to us for the wedding feast.”

Additional details of the wedding are
found in “Pioneer Women of Arizona,”
compiled and edited by Roberta Clayton
Flake of Mesa:

“The wedding dress was of fine white
material, and was more valuable be-
cause it was earned through hard work
by Mary Ellen herself, and then when
the first baby was expected, the wed-
ding dress was cut up, made into dainty
little clothes, lovingly trimmed with lace
she crocheted.

“BUT TO GO BACK to the wedding,
all the townspeople were there. The
ceremony was performed by the
groom’s father, at whose home it was
held. The mother had made plenty of
molasses cake, cooked potatoes and
fried a venison that had been provided
for the great occasion.

“Everyone had a good time until
someone thought it would be quite a
lark to put the newlyweds to bed. The
girls caught the bride and were prepar-
ing to disrobe her and the boys were
going to do the same for the young hus-
band, but he had other ideas.

“The only light for the occasion was
twisted rags burning in a dish of tallow.
One of the boys was holding one of
these, ‘just to throw a little light on the
subject,” when Dan up with his foot and
kicked the dish out of the fellow’s hand,
extinguishing the light and scattering

the hot grease around, and the party
broke up.”

The next day, the Merrils and their
partisans departed, and Dan and Mary
Jones set up housekeeping.

“WE GOT A LARGE.tent and pitched
it inside the fort,” Jones said. “We had
a hedstead which I had made out of
mesquite and corded with rope. For a
time our table was a clothes chest which
I had brought from Utah. The women
had given us enough dishes to keep
house for us two. We were as happy as
if we had thousands.”

Mrs. Flake’s account said the ‘furni-
ture consisted of a trunk Mary Ellen
had, and Dan’s pine chest. These were
placed on rocks to make them high
enough for a table. The bedstead was
made of mesquite, corded back and
forth with a strong rope. A woman in
Phoenix had let her have enough ticking
to make a bed. This was stuffed with
grass she gathered. Her stepmother
gave her two pillows made from her
own mother’ father’s bed.”

Their wedding presents “consistec} of
tin cups, four tin plates and two knives
and forks.”

COOKING WAS OVER a campfire,
until ¢ ‘a large army stove was pur-
chased and fixed up in the center of the
fort and everyone cooked on it,”” Mrs.
Flake wrote.

““Mary Ellen’s Christmas present from
her husband that first Christmas was a
set of six earthen plates, and was she
proud!

“When the first baby was large
enough to play on the floor, Mary Ellen
could not put him on the bare ground so
she made a carpet of gunny s_acks and
tufted it underneatn with straw.”

Eleven more babies were born to the
Joneses.

In later years, Jones served flo ur
terms as a member of the Arizoma
House of Representatives, including the

" first legislature after statehood. He was

speaker of the House d_uring the meeting
of the sixth legislature in 1923. -
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