
FIRE DEPT CHIEF PRESCOT ARIZONA AND PERSONNEL 30th June 2013

B.B.Walmsley Esq id England UK, PR26 6PL

Dear Sir, I am just reading of the terrible deaths of 19 of your 'Hot-Shot' team, and immediately
sat down to write to you, and express from 5,000 miles, my heart-felt sadness at this disaster,
comparable in effect to the families and friends there, As 9/11 was to those men and women who
were murdered by moslems in the WORLD TRADE CENTER in 2001.

Its all but impossible to comprehend the desperate horror for these 'warriors' as they realized what
danger they were in. And I'm afraid MOST Civilians have little idea of the dangers that your
men & women voluntarily go into, On the face of it, this fire was 'undermanned, not an unknown
situation from Taylors experience, We'll see later, after the inevitable 'deaths' inquiry

Especially the'Smoke-Jumpers', in 1965 when, I lived in Burlingame, California, I obtained the
'SMOKE-JUMPERS' an Auto biography by RANDLE M. HURST recounting his experience
jumping out of SILVER CITY N.M, in Tri-Motors & on 'round-chutes' into the Gila National
Forest, during the 1955 fire-season', with axes, pulaskis and cross-cut saws, etc. and as a young
man with similar physical qualities to Mr Hurst, I was envious at his opportunity for such an
outdoor life.

Later,2008, in the Moose visitor in the Grand Tetons, I discovered MURRY A. TAYLORS auto
biography JUMPING FIRE, with parts of his career as the 'longest-serving' smoke jumper career
up in Alaska, and the tall-tree country in the Pacific North West, and the dangers and frights he
experienced, his graphic descriptions of the burned-dead fire fighters of his day, painted across my
'minds-eye' as I saw the reports, and heard on our English radio news, of the tragedy.

THIS formed the mental-vision and background of the extremely-dangerous career as a FIRE
FIGHTER on wild-fires, that occurs every 'FIRE-SEASON', ALL ACROSS the forests of
Western American and Canadian forest lands. Small comfort that this was a 'lightning-strike', and
not a 'careless-hunter' or 'fire-bug' fire.

All I can do here, is express my sympathy and condolences to your fire fighters through you, I
have friends in Mesa & Tucson and these last 15 years have driven 85,000 miles West of the
Denver Rockies and down to the USA border, with my partner, she lives in Calgary, and curiously,
her mothers name was Prescot, where we have visited and had a drink in the 'Junior Bonner' bar
made famous by Peckinpah, For Europeans, it is impossible to appreciate just how dry that part of
the world is.

4s, enclosed, are just like the biblical "widows mite', and a gesture of my
own sense of loss, at the death of so-many fine, well trained and motivated young-men, like your
SEALS & our SAS, they are the best of the best,

Thankfullyour shared culture, always seems to produce replacements for such people. An
immediate loss, for friends and families but with more volunteers ready to step-up to do the 'job',

Good Luck and Gods blessing on you all B.B.Walmsley



P.S. in hot dry weather, if you wear tight fitting clothing, jeans-T-shirt, or even the 'Long-Johns' of
' Winter-use,, THEN step under the shower, until soaked, the EVAPORATIVE COOLING will
bring your core-temp down, when you step out and walk around, just repeat when the clothing
dries, Why poor people without AC don't do this and then die of 'heat-stroke', I am unable
understand, if they poured the water they put their feet into in a bowl, over their heads they would
not die.

I've done this in Pheonix and Las Vegas, and even on too-hot long haul flights out of England,
(socks and trouser-thighs wetted through) and it works, its Physics that's all, Get someone in
your dept. to try it out and then spread the word (pps, I was an engineer before retirement, hence
my years in the Bay Area, and still think like one)


