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To thefamities ofThe granite Mountain Hotshots:

IwouldCi£e to express my deepest condolences to thefamilies, friends andco-workers ofthese
courageous 19 men. I cannot begin tofathom the griefthat you must befeeling at this
moment, But want you to know how deeply; deeply sorry I amforyour toss.

As the mother ofMorgan (Byde, amemberofthe (Breckenridge Hotshot crew, tfavitah,
California, Iunderstandthefear that is underlying every time these bravefirefighters go out on
acallto protect our wonderfulwildlands andsacrifice themselves to prevent harm to others
they do not know. The one characteristic allofthese "elite"firefighter's have in common, is a
realjoyfor life andacommitment to theirfamilies, friends andjob.

When Iheardthe news ofthe granite Mountain Hotshots being surroundedby this monster
fire, Iwas overwhelmedby afeeRng ofdeep sadness. Ireceivedmany, many phone calls asking
me ifmy son was on thisfire. AltIcouldsay was Iwas so saddenedby the toss ofan entire
crew... .andcryforyour loss. Iam stiltcryingforyour loss today. These were extraordinary
men who didtheirjobs withjoy; everyday.

Iknow Icannot begin to say how profoundty sorry Iamforyour toss, Ihope you receive
comfort in knowing you wiltmeet again anduntilthat day, your lovedone wiltbe looking over
youfrom above andprotecting you.


