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July 2, 2013

Dear Chief Fraijo,

Why. It is the one question we all ask when we are overcome by tragedy. We ask why so as to better
understand the nature of the tragedy that has befallen us. If we can understand the "why", then we can
find acceptance and closure to that which has overcome us. Life, however, rarely provides us with the
easy way, or simple explanation.

The personal metier of those who go in harms way in the service of others, is reflected in the nobility
of the sacrifice that those individuals make every day in the course of their duty. When we are
confronted by crisis, it is the calm assurance of those professionals who arrive on scene that allay our
fears with the assurance that somehow everything will turn out all right. They console those who have
suffered loss, and it is now the community's turn to come together and console those who gave
everything they had so that others might live.

I understand the constraints of your time Chief, but if it is not to much trouble, would you please give
the enclosed poem to the families of those firefighters who gave their lives protecting the community
they served. We may never understand the nature of the tragedy that befalls us. But it is in our moment
of grief, when we are consumed by the pain of loss and are left holding on to what little faith we have
left by our fingertips that a still small voice whispers softly to our hearts and says—my child, I
understand—that gives us the strength, the courage, and the faith to take one more step and face one
more day.

My thoughts and prayers are with you, Chief Fraijo, and the men and women of the Prescott Fire
Department in this, your hour of great loss.

Respectfully Yours,

Philip J. Clarke


