
From the Desk of,...
Douglas G. Wright

Friday, July 26, 2013

Dan Fraijo
Fire Chief

City of Prescott Fire Department
Station #72

1700 Iron Springs Road
Prescott, Arizona 86305

RE: Remembrance of the Granite Mountain Hotshots Crewmen

Dear Chief Fraijo:

The tragic loss of the nineteen members of the Granite Hotshots Crewmen battling the 8,400 acre Yarnell Hills Fire
is still a fresh memory in the minds and hearts of all Arizonans and Americans across the land. We pray healing
comfort for the families and the good people of Prescott, who grieve the losses of these nineteen courageous public
servants.

After the news broke, I coordinated with Larry Coppock, National Director of Strength For Service in Nashville,
and were proud to send one hundred gift copies of the non-denominational Strength For Service Daily Devotional
books to Fire Station #72, to be distributed to family and members of Prescott Fire staff. From prior experience, we
know that friends and family alike will find great solace in reading these books as a continuing source of comfort
and inspiration, coping with their profound grief in the loss of first responders like the Granite Mountain Hotshots
Crewman.

Chief Fraijo, I was privileged to conduct a Vesper Service on Sunday, July 14 at the Camp Lawton Boy Scout
Camp honoring the memory of these incredibly brave community fire fighter servants. Prior to arriving at the
Vesper Service site, all 56 scouts, leaders and members of the Tucson Boys Chorus attending Vespers that evening
may have noticeda beautiful rainbow arching gracefullyacross the Tucson valley. The fact was not lost that at this
very spotjust over ten years earlier, many more gallant firefighters quelled the ferocious Aspen Fire (it burned
84,750 acres for about a month beginning on June 17, 2003). The fire stopped less than one hundred yards from the
vespers site, saving Camp Lawton from almost certain destruction. Due to the heroic actions of these firefighters,
manyof whom were Eagle Scouts, the vespers gathering came away knowingthe spirits of these nineteen Granite
Mountain Hotshots Crewmen were uplifted into the arms of God's eternal care.

Withdeepest condolences and respect to those families and friends of the
Granite Mo/ntajif:lJ6ts/hats-Cfewmen, Prescott Fire Department,

Dou^teCprW^ght
5nference ^eouting Coordinator

DeserfSouthwest Conference (AZ & part ofNV)
National Member, Scouting Ministry Committee,
Strength For Service Task Force
The United Methodist Church

7772 North Sun Flair Drive, Tucson, Arizona 85741
Office & Facsimile: Ph: # (520) 887-8700

Email: dwright5@qwest.net



Scout Vespers Service @ Camp Lawton
Mt. Lemmon, Arizona
Sunday, July 14, 2013 - 7:30 P.M.

A non-denominational, Scout Vespers service was conducted by Douglas G. Wright, Scouting Ministry
Specialist (SMS) for the Desert Southwest Conference of the United Methodist Church, on Sunday, July 14,
2013. The services at the Catalina Council's Camp Lawton welcomed the presence of 56 Scout youth, many
of which included boys from the Tucson Boys Chorus enjoying a week of camping atop Mt. Lemmon. The
service wasdedicated as a tribute to the nineteen firefighters, who recently perished June 30th in the Yarnell,
Arizona fire near Prescott. Vespers was also the time to reflect on the sacrifice and heroic efforts made by
those firefighters (many Eagle scouts) who battled the month-long Aspen Fire (84,750 acres) from June 17 to
mid July 2003, which destroyed 340 homes and businesses in Summerhaven. The fire came to within a
hundred yards of Lawton's south boundary. Scripture read, Matthew Chapter 7 vs. 7,"Ask, Seek,& Knock."



VESPERS Services @ Camp Lawton
Sunday, July 14, 2013 - 7:30 P.M.

• Welcome to the Tucson Boys Chorus, Dr. Julian Ackerley, Director
Prayer by Doug Wright, Scouting, Ministry Specialist,
Vice President, Endowment & Major Gifts, Catalina Council, B.S.A.

• Scripture Verse: Matthew, Chapter 7, Verse 7 - "Ask, Seek, Knock"
7"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and
the door will be opened to you. 8"For everyone who asks receives,
and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks, the door will be
opened.

P.R.A.Y. Program - Programs of Religious Activities with Youth - Non-
denominational - How many here today have received a Religious Award
from the church of your faith? Are you interested in attaining this goal?

Tribute to the Nineteen, Fallen Yarnell Fighters and the Firefighters who
saved Camp Lawton from the ravages of the Aspen Fire that burned for
almost a month from June 17th to mid-July, 2003.

Offering - WORLD FRIENDSHIP FUND - emphasize The Friendship Fund
helps Scouting as a global youth movement.

God bless America,

Land that I love.

Stand beside her, and guide her
Through the night with a light from above.
From the mountains, to the prairies,
To the oceans, white with foam
God bless America, My home sweet home
God bless America, My home sweet home.

Closing Prayer: Oh Bountiful Father in Heaven, Guide these young
Scouts and young men with Wisdom, Courage, and Strength by your
Holy Words, for the Brotherhood of Mankind. We thank thee oh
Father, each and every day for thy many Blessings and may we Ask,
Seek, and Knock at your door for the comfort and guidance of your
many blessings. This we ask in thy name - AMEN

P.S. There were a total of 56 scouts, boys and adult leaders present
attending Vespers. Service concluded at 7:50 PM.
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