From the Desk of.....
Douglas G. Wright

Friday, July 26, 2013

Dan Fraijo

Fire Chief

City of Prescott Fire Department
Station #72

1700 Iron Springs Road
Prescott, Arizona 86305

RE: Remembrance of the Granite Mountain Hotshots Crewmen
Dear Chief Fraijo:

The tragic loss of the nineteen members of the Granite Hotshots Crewmen battling the 8,400 acre Yarnell Hills Fire
is still a fresh memory in the minds and hearts of all Arizonans and Americans across the land. We pray healing
comfort for the families and the good people of Prescott, who grieve the losses of these nineteen courageous public
servants.

After the news broke, I coordinated with Larry Coppock, National Director of Strength For Service in Nashville,
and were proud to send one hundred gift copies of the non-denominational Strength For Service Daily Devotional
books to Fire Station #72, to be distributed to family and members of Prescott Fire staff. From prior experience, we
know that friends and family alike will find great solace in reading these books as a continuing source of comfort
and inspiration, coping with their profound grief in the loss of first responders like the Granite Mountain Hotshots
Crewman.

Chief Fraijo, I was privileged to conduct a Vesper Service on Sunday, July 14 at the Camp Lawton Boy Scout
Camp honoring the memory of these incredibly brave community fire fighter servants. Prior to arriving at the
Vesper Service site, all 56 scouts, leaders and members of the Tucson Boys Chorus attending Vespers that evening
may have noticed a beautiful rainbow arching gracefully across the Tucson valley. The fact was not lost that at this
very spot just over ten years earlier, many more gallant firefighters quelled the ferocious Aspen Fire (it burned
84,750 acres for about a month beginning on June 17, 2003). The fire stopped less than one hundred yards from the
vespers site, saving Camp Lawton from almost certain destruction. Due to the heroic actions of these firefighters,
many of whom were Eagle Scouts, the vespers gathering came away knowing the spirits of these nineteen Granite
Mountain Hotshots Crewmen were uplifted into the arms of God’s eternal care.

With deepest ondo]ences and respect to those famllles and friends of the

Desert’Southwest Conference (AZ & part of NV)
National Member, Scouting Ministry Committee,
Strength For Service Task Force

The United Methodist Church

7772 North Sun Flair Drive, Tucson, Arizona 85741
Office & Facsimile: Ph: # (520) 887-8700
Email: dwrightS@qwest.net




Scout Vespers Service @ Camp Lawton
Mt. Lemmon, Arizona
Sunday, July 14, 2013 — 7:30 P.M.

A non-denominational, Scout Vespers service was conducted by Douglas G. Wright, Scouting Ministry
Specialist (SMS) for the Desert Southwest Conference of the United Methodist Church, on Sunday, July 14,
2013. The services at the Catalina Council’s Camp Lawton welcomed the presence of 56 Scout youth, many
of which included boys from the Tucson Boys Chorus enjoying a week of camping atop Mt. Lemmon. The
service was dedicated as a tribute to the nineteen firefighters, who recently perished June 30" in the Yarnell,
Arizona fire near Prescott. Vespers was also the time to reflect on the sacrifice and heroic efforts made by
those firefighters (many Eagle scouts) who battled the month-long Aspen Fire (84,750 acres) from June 17 to
mid July 2003, which destroyed 340 homes and businesses in Summerhaven. The fire came to within a
hundred yards of Lawton’s south boundary. Scripture read, Matthew Chapter 7 vs. 7,“Ask, Seek,& Knock.”




VESPERS Services @ Camp Lawton
Sunday, July 14, 2013 — 7:30 P.M.

e Welcome to the Tucson Boys Chorus, Dr. Julian Ackerley, Director
Prayer by Doug Wright, Scouting, Ministry Specialist,
Vice President, Endowment & Major Gifts, Catalina Council, B.S.A.

o Scripture Verse: Matthew, Chapter 7, Verse 7 - “Ask, Seek, Knock”
7¢“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and
the door will be opened to you. 8“For everyone who asks receives,
and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks, the door will be
opened.

P.R.A.Y. Program — Programs of Religious Activities with Youth — Non-
denominational — How many here today have received a Religious Award
from the church of your faith? Are you interested in attaining this goal?

Tribute to the Nineteen, Fallen Yarnell Fighters and the Firefighters who
saved Camp Lawton from the ravages of the Aspen Fire that burned for
almost a month from June 17th to mid-July, 2003.

Offering — WORLD FRIENDSHIP FUND - emphasize The Friendship Fund
helps Scouting as a global youth movement.

God bless America,

Land that I love.

Stand beside her, and guide her

Through the night with a light from above.
From the mountains, to the prairies,

To the oceans, white with foam

God bless America, My home sweet home
God bless America, My home sweet home.

Closing Prayer: Oh Bountiful Father in Heaven, Guide these young
Scouts and young men with Wisdom, Courage, and Strength by your
Holy Words, for the Brotherhood of Mankind. We thank thee oh
Father, each and every day for thy many Blessings and may we Ask,
Seek, and Knock at your door for the comfort and guidance of your
many blessings. This we ask in thy name - AMEN

P.S. There were a total of 56 scouts, boys and adult leaders present
attending Vespers. Service concluded at 7:50 PM.
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A  STRENGTHFORSERVICE FACTS
i one million m&.n:.ﬁr \9, Service books W . Below are some Ennnmmmbm facts about Strength for 3
l‘u“ iy -
%@@#@Enﬁ?t»ﬂ& during World War IT and the Korean v ) Service and the impact _» continues to make in the __<nm 3
e noum_nn before it went out of print. Fifty years later, of our military. ; 5
A
.-.......f... (um .,M %M-Sm GMMM»”m& L I_Emvﬁn%”n S Emm._“.mm * m.:nm Nccu Strength \.3. m&.&% has vmms m
e ZoesranciptioLs worn copy.ang: began wor'dngto distributed to more than 375,000 people. “
“=. republish the book as his Eagle Scout project. .
O * Strength for Service’s website includes all the
u.....m..a‘.nmmﬂ»ngm with his mnwsmmmnrna s original book, Evan devotionals from the book.
W“...Mu.mwn.snw slight editorial changes in the text and solicited % Last w.o,B. more than 35,000 books were
=~ "additional contributions from many of today’s religious distributed, proving the need for Strength for . THE GOAL -
-+ leaders. Evan’s new edition was faithful to the 1942 ¢ Service continues to be great. Help us give a copy of the Strength for Service to -
“edition while reflecting a contemporary flavor that . : E s God and Country daily devotional to every active = *
considers present day concerns. x m?na.ww hfor mn}\._nn has wm.ng.nnm& S_wv T duty member of the United States Armed Forces.
: : ; of military service organizations to increase You can participate in the effort to underwrite the
—— | * distribution of the books to our nation’s troops.
i e S G K S e e % ﬂ”__u_m_anm:o: »_ubn_ M—m:._v:n_cs of one million copies om
s .Snu released in 2002, and has since been distributed to * Strength for Service is a member of America thigmetericboe -
““more than 37 5,000 people of all denominations. The Supports You, a Department of Defense program
e i R L DOMESTIC DISTRIBUTION
u,,?u.. -General Commission on United Methodist Men is the recognizing citizens. support for our military 3 5ths . S
e organization behind raising funds and distributing communicating that support to members of our Z»:%.mno.n Eiroope-eumafer nJBB:EQ OIEINZANNRE
— —u K Tl RIS R Ay also distribute the books to police, firefighters,
eohs onadaily basls. : hrnd M paramedics, prison guards and other public servants i 5 —
- : their local communities. Discounts for bulk purchases
“The pocket-sized devotional has a waterproof and tear- * Strength for Service’s team travels to events have made this effort affordable.
== = ,_.mm_mnwaa soft cover binding and contains 365 devotions informing chaplains about the book and the
....U,:.. written by leading Protestant ministers in the early support of churches and individuals to provide it SPECIAL EDITIONS ,
ua‘. - 1940s, along with 40 additional contributions from to the military free of charge. For large quantity orders (10,000 or more copies)
== women, Roman Catholic clergy, African American and ; = special bindings with type or logo of a sponsoring
N\HJN -other ethnic minority leaders and representatives of = ﬂ P D vie ot foso it TeNDWGEEhe dowtional online to : church or organization may be m&&nn.m to the wwuavmbm o
<~ other faith-groups. B ; on the cover. Call 866-297-4312 for information. -
s o &..%, a fellow chaplain who is leaving tomorrow for northern
e (ot N :
T Iraq for 15 months. He was excited about
».=.. Strength for Service books have not only 9/ :
ey . - the prospect of getting some of the Strength
=~-.".been given to troops deploying to the 1 : ; : ; e
ﬂn...a.... : . for Service devotional guides. He will join
gmm_m East, they have also been sent 1 | ety y S
¢ - his unit that just arrived in Iraq and whose
o}ziwo institutions caring for the wounded. 4 X e A e ;
i 8333&3. is a previous parishioner of mine.

- moiﬁﬁv with new deployments,

,., »ro:uﬁam of troops still need this historic

.
~5>."book. Chaplains and other religious leaders -
it ok

)wﬂm,.(nuwgm that these young men and women

e, *

I..v».omg raise questions about spiritual issues

.)J).mro% r»& _mzonam ::E they were mon.nn& to

- Heis requesting 100 to 120 of the devotionals
1\3 the three hundred troops he will be caring

_for driving convoys from Turkey to Baghdad.”
Chaplain (Captain) Steven Lambert
U.S. Army, Alaska
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