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23 July 2013

Mr Dan Fraijo
Chief, Prescott Fire Department
1700 Iron Springs Road
Prescott, AZ 86305, USA

Dear Dan

I am writing on behalf ofForestry Tasmania (FT), which together with its predecessor public
forest management agencies has had responsibility for bushfire prevention and suppression in
Tasmania since 1935, to express our sincere condolences and heartfelt sympathy at the recent
tragic loss of 19 of your men.

FT, and particularly my colleagues in the Fire Management Branch, were deeply shocked and
saddened to hear of such a horrific tragedy.

We cannot begin to imagine the impact on the men's families and friends, your department
and the community of Prescott, nor indeed the stateof Arizona.

However, we feel your anguish.

Though we are on the other side ofthe world, there is a strong relationship, history ofmutual
support and friendship - what we Aussies call 'mateship' - between the Australian and US
fire fighting authorities.

We have sent fire fighters to help you in times ofemergency, and the US has reciprocated to
bolster our capacity in crisis too.

Bushfires are a regular summer threat right across the globe. We are all part ofa worldwide
family of fire fighters who regularly put our lives on the line to protect our communities. The
sacrifice made by the brave Hotshot crew in Arizona is a reminder that despite our best efforts
to plan and prepare, we are dealing with a force of nature which can sometimes be simply
overwhelming.

Once again, please accept the sincere condolences ofyour fellow fire fighters from Forestry
Tasmania.

Sincerely

Nigel Foss
Manager, Fire Management Branch
Forestry Tasmania
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