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This.chart has been designed to give an
Impression of the major architectural styles found
in the Tucson area, and to list the dates of some
of the more important events that influenced the
appearance of our city. We have shown here out-
standing examples of archileclure. Freguently, a
house will provide only a lew hints as toits con-
struction date—an Irregular lloor plan, agabled
rool, or Classic or Gothic detailing on the parch,
for instance. In most cases, however, these clues
are sufficient la transform “just another house™
into a documenl ol the history of our community.

Beginning with San Xavier, all the styles have
been imported. Tucson has always been on the
receiving end of cultural Impulses from the out-
side world—Mexico, the Eastern United Stales.
Callfornia.  Until the coming of the railroad in
1880, mainly ideas and technigues were brought
in. Atter thal materials—notably lumber—could
be imported,

_——Safford School
300 S. Fifth

Up to the turn of the Century, our fashionable
architecture tended to deny a sense of place and
local heritage. However, starling around 1303, a
series of styles came In from Calilornia thal at
Ieast paid |Ip service to the Hispanic presence in
the Southwest, These styles, often lumped 10-
gether as “"Mission Revival,” had a iasting effect
on the appearance of our city through such designs
as the County Court House and the Veteran's Hos-
pital. In more recenl years, this sense of place has
again disappeared to a large extent and many ol
ourcontemporary bulldings could be anywhere
in the waorld.

Typical Bungalow
515 E. Second Sireet

0f course there are imporlant events and struc-
lures that have been left off the chart due to lack of
space. The introduction of the evaporative conler
In the 1ate 1930s and the fater development of alr
conditioning have played as important rales in our
growlh as the automobile. Bul this much should
give us a feel for the changing face of Tucson and
suggest thal, carefully observed with an hislorical
T e = perspective, buildings can help us understand thal
200 8. Sixth —— It Is a complex interrelationship of peopie, ideas

Spanish Colonial Heﬁi&al House and events that influences our built environmenl.
601-603 E. Second Street

521 E. Third Street
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World War Il 1941-45
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Historic Districts 1974/75
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