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The Water Quality Assurance Revolving
Fund (WQARF) was created in 1986 as of
Arizona's Environmental Act The act
authorizes $5 miliion in funds for
WQARF purposes each year, up to a fund
maximum of million .. WQARF monies are
used to protect the waters of our state
hazardous and may be utilized in
conjunction with federal funds.
WQARF is designed to Arizona's natural
environment and the health and welfare of its
citizens ..

., Statewide Water

DEQ's Office of water """'~"" monitors the
chemical and cflaracteristics of
Arizona's surface water and
watching for signs of deqrcldaition ..

@ Health Effects Studies

DEQ funds health and risk assessment studies
of substances which threaten our water
supplies and health. Research in this area is
conducted through an with the
Arizona of Health Services.

@ Remedial Actions

"Remedial actions" are taken to minimize
damage to our water supplies. They may in
clude monitoring or disposing of hazardous
substances which present a threat, or which
already have caused damage. These actions
can include providing alternate drinking water
SUIJplleS for citizens .. "Immediate actions" are
taken to avert imminent danger to public health,
welfare or the natural environment, while "Iong
term remedial actions" are prioritized, as
described below.

ANNUAL PRIORITY LIST

Each year, develops a list of environmen-
threatened sites in Arizona which qualify

for WQARF monies. Funds are used at those
sites to mitigate existing damage or to prevent
further damage which may threaten our water
C>U IJ1-'",,,,, .. Sites are selected on a priority basis

a process which begins annually on
Sites are selected according to the

aegrE16 of risk to the environment, non-WQARF
available from other sources, and a

host of technical factors. DEQ draws up a
"n'rOn,-,,,, list," then, based upon this list, sets
aside specific funds for each site which are
adE3quiate to defray the cost of remedial actions..
Before the list becomes official, public
comment is invited and made a part of final
considerations.

I THE ROLE OF DEC CONTRACTORS I
When responsible parties cannot be identified,
or refuse to assist with remediation, DEQ hires
contractors to perform the work .. Contractors
may be needed in a wide variety of areas, from
emergency clean-up, sampling and chemical
analysis to interpretation of aerial photographs
and assessment of remedial alternatives; from
door-to-door interviews and soil excavation to
record searches and construction/operation of
water contamination treatment facilities ..

ENFORCEMENT UNDER WCARF

DEQ is required to show there has been a
release or threat of a release of a hazardous
substance from a facility which may adversely
affect waters of the state. Facilities with known
releases are notified and encouraged to initiate
voluntary cleanup actions .. If they fail to perform
remedial actions after ordered, DEQ will
conduct the work, then seek cost recovery and
impose applicable penalties .. The fund will be
used to initiate remedial actions where those
responsible for the contamination cannot be
identified ..


