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Feasibility of Developing and Maintaining a Sport Fishery in the Salt

River Project Canals, Phoenix, Arizona

Brian R. Wright and Jeff A. Sorensen

Abstract: In the last decade, the incre.sing popularity of urban fishing has stimulated interest
in using the Salt River Project (SRP) canals asa sport fishery. Currently, fishing occurs in these
canals but is not encouraged bv SRP due primarily to liability concerns. This project was
initiated to study the biological 2= 3 environmental potential of SRP canals to support increased
angling opportunities. We invesz.gated the aquatic resources of the 61.4 km Arizona Canal, a
part of the SRP canal system, ir the Phoenix metropolitan area froem February 1992 through
July 1994. Monthly electrofishirnz surveys showed a diverse assemblage of native and introduced
fish species (species richness = 3 and 7, respectively). Relative abundance of fish among
collection sites was highly variablz and incresed moving downstream (35% of all fish sampled
were found at Site 3, while only 9.5% were at Site 7). Native suckers and forage fish sample
numbers were high (n >1,50C each), while game fish were less abundant (n <200 each).
Observed water quality values were adequatefor sustaining warm-water fish species year-round.
Primary production levels were mmoderate (x thlorophyll a:pheophytin « ratios ranged betrweea
1.4 and 1.1). Benthic macroinvertebrate and z0oplankion taxa were numerous {n = 18 and »
= 38, respectively), but their standing stocks were low (x <20/m’ and x <5/20 L,
respectively). Recapture frequencies of expenimentally stocked channel catfish (fetalurus
punciatus) and rainbow trout (O corbynchus mykiss) were highest within the first 6 weeks after
stocking. After 5 10 12 months iz the Arizona Canal, these fish showed no substantal growth
or improvement in physiclogical condition. Most of the stocked fish (99.4% of the channel
catfish and 95.5% of the rainbow trout) did not migrate from the area they were stocked. Based
on limited samples, potential fish tissue contamination was low {priority compounds were
below FDA Action Levels for sate human consumption). Our study revealed that a pur-and-
take fishery could be establiszed in the Arizona Canal to provide increased angling
opportumties. Channel catfish could be stocked in the summer and rainbow trout in the
winter. A public opinion telep=one survey showed 2 high level of interest and support for
creating additional fishing oppo=unities i the SRP canals (68% of the respondents were in
favor). A canal fishery prograz is estimated 1o add 750,000 angler-use days annually, and
generate a potential $1.55 millica in revenwes from the sale of 129,500 new fishing licenses.
Various management options are presented concerning program administration and licensing,
physical and biological enhance=ents, stocking strategies, monitoning activities, public safety
and liability, and future research.

Kev Words:  Arizona, canals. Catostorus clark:, Catostomus insignis, channel catfish,
Ctenopharyngodon idella, desert s:.cker, Ictalurus punctaius, Oncorbynchus mykiss, rainbow trout,
recreational fishing, Sonora sucker. urbas fishing, white amur.

INTRODUCTION

Since 1900, large-scale surface water
developments have been constructed in tze
western United States to store water for :rrigation
and 1o provide flood control (Calif. Dep. of Water
Resour, 1957). Marsh and Fisher (1987) estimated
that there are >11,000 km of canals in t2e desert
southwest. These canals represent a cons:derable
recreational resource for anglers. Interes: in
developing recreational fishing in canals of the
western United States has grown in the Izst 30
years. By 1990, several western canal systiems had

B R. WRIGHT AND | A. SORENSEN 1995

public fisheries (U.S. Bur. of Reclam. 199C), such
as California's Central Valley Project {CVP) and
California State Water Project (CSWP).

The CVP had 328 km of canals with existing
fisheries, with most angling occurring along rural
sections of the Delta-Mendota and San Luis capals
(LS. Bur. of Reclam. 1992). An additional 256
km of the CVP offered fishing opportunities;
specifically, pertions of the Folsom South,
Corning, and Tehama-Colusa canals (U.S. Bur. of
Reclam. 1990). Both the Felsom South and
Corning canals were limited to a put-and-take
fishery due to the lack of year-round flows (US.

ARIZONA GAME & Frsy DEPARTMENT, TECH. Rep 18 1
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Bur. of Reclam. 1990} Currently, public fishing
is atlowed in the CVP canals but is not actively
promoted. Most fishing occurs at major road
crossings and established fishing access sites, while
some sections of the CVP are fenced and posted
"No Trespassing® (R. Edwards, U.S. Bur. of
Reclam., pers. commun.).

The California Agqueduct, part of the CSWP,
had 552 km of open canals for public fishing and
18 designated fishing access sites (Calii. Dep. of
Fish and Game 1984). Construction costs for
fishing access sites were approximatelv $25,000
each and included parking areas, sanitary facilities,
trash containers, and fishing platforms (Calif. Dep.
of Fish and Game 1984). In 1982, the California
Department of Water Resources (CDWR)
estimated that 99,000 anglers fished the California
Aqueduct; 28,000 fished a1 designated access sites
and 71,000 fished along other sections of the
aqueduct (Cald. Dep. of Fish and Game 1984).
For 1991 and 1992, the CDWR estimated that
61,000 and 53,000 anglers, respectively, fished
along the aqueduct {Calif. Dep. of Water
Resources 1992, 1994). It is unclear why the
number of anglers fishing along the California
Aqueduct declined between 1991 and 1992,

Other canal systems in Califormia (e.g., All-
American Canal, Coachella Canal, and Los
Angeles Aqueduct) have potential fisheries, but are
currently posted "No Trespassing™ due to lability
concerns. However, from November 1, 1985 to
October 30, 1989, the Imperial Irrigation District
estimated that 75,427 anglers fished a 38.6-km
section of the All-American Canal and its 3
supply canals (Stocker et al. 199C). Numerous
studies on the Coache!'a Canal have revealed a
large, diverse fishery and considerable aquatic
resources {Minckley 1980, Marsh 1981, McCarthy
and Marsh 1982, Marsh and Stinemetz 1983,
Minckley et 2! 1983, Mueller et al. 1989, Mueller
and Liston 1991). The U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation (BOR) reported that all canals within
the fower Colorado Region supported some
degree of public angling, whether access was legal
or not (U.S. Bur. of Reclam, 1992).

In 1989, the BOR and Arizona Game and
Fish Department {AGFD) proposed a pilot project
to examine the feasibility of establishing and
maintaining a public fishing access facility on the
Central Arnizona Project {CAP; Mueller and Riley
1989). Invesugations of the CAP {(Mueller 1990,
Mueiler and Liston 1991) have documented the
biological resources of this canal, but currently,

2 ARRZONA GAME & Frif DEPARTMENT, TECH. REP. 18

no legal or authorized fishing is allowed within
the CAP {L. Riley, Ariz. Game and Fish Dep.,
pers. commun.).

Although some canals described above are
closed 1o fishing at this time due 1o safery and
liabslity issues, canals can and do provide
substantial recreational fishing opportunities. Due
to an increased demand for urban fishing,
numerous proposals have been made to utilize the
Phoenix metropolitan Salt River Project {SRP)
canals as an urban fishery {Fig. 1). This demand is
illustrared by growth in urban fishing license sales
from 2,500 sold in 1983 to 25,679 sold in 1994 {E.
Swanson, Ariz. Game and Fish Dep., pers.
commun.}. Another indicator of the popularity
of the Urban Fishing Program is based on the
tncreased number of anglerdays spent fishing.
From 1987 10 1988, an estimated 250,000 angler-
days were spent at the 8 urban Jakes in the
Phoenix and Tucson, Arizona, metropolitan areas
{Watt and Persons 1990). By 1994, the number of
angler-days increased to approximately 400,000,
with most of this growth attributed 10 the
addition of 4 new urban lakes to the Urban
Fishing Program (E. Swanson, Ariz. Game and
Fish Dep., pers. commun.).

The SRP canals could provide additional
urban fishing opportunities, but more information
was needed on the biology of this system.

Limited studies have been conducted on fish
species diversity and distribation in the canal
system (Marsh and Minckley 1982). Primary
productivity in the Arizona Canal and benthic
fauna in a lateral canal were also studied (Marsh
1983, Marsh and Fisher 1987). These studies
demonstrated that the SRP canals are an
important aquatic resource, but litile information
exists from a sport fishery perspective,

Presently, the poor quality of the sport
fishery and the public’s lack of knowledge of the
available angling opportunimes limit the number
of angler-days spent on the SRP canals.
Maintenance operations by SRP also affect the
quality of the fishery because many canal reaches
are dewatered annually to remove vegetation,
sediment, debris, and alum sudge, as well as for
other maintenance purposes. Regardless, the SRP
canal system, with 217 km of major canals,
attracts substantial recreational interest from a
population of over 2 million people within the
Phoenix metropolitan area.

In 1964, an agreement between SRP and the
BOR allowed public access for recreational

& R. WRIGHT AND [ A. SORENSEN 1993
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this rescarch project were to determine if the SRP
canais can support a harvestable sport fishery, and
to determine if there is public demand for this
fishery.

Initially, we needed to investigate the current
fish communities within the canals to determine
which fish species live in the canals and how
abundant they are. Then, we needed 1o find out
if the size and number of resident game fish
would satisfy angler demands. Stocking catchable-
sized game fish is expensive, 5o ideally resource
managers would hope a canal fisherv could be self-
sustaining through immigration and natural
reproduction. If fish stocking is necessary, we
wanted to know if fish would survive and grow in
the canals. This question is imporant in
determining stocking strategies — a putand-take
fishery versus a putgrow-take fishery. I
conditions in the canal allow fish to survive year-
round, is there potential for managing 2 self-
sustaining sport fish population?

Resource managers believe that siocked fish
may leave the main canals through irrigation
lateral deliveries, thus lowering the pumber of
sport fish available for anglers (Sorensen 1990). In
addition, heavy loss of fish to the laterd canals
would not make a regular stocking program cost
effective. If fish do remain in the main canals, do
they continually move throughout the system or
congregate in specific locations?

We were also concerned that stocked fish may
accumulate pollutants in their tissues over time
which may pose a public health risk.
Contaminant analyses are necessary to establish a
canal sport fishery with fish that are safe for
human consumption.

Another tmportant consideration was to
determine whether the canals had environmental
conditions that would limit fish survival. For
example, we suspected that summer water
temperatures and dissolved oxygen concentrations
probably approach lethal levels for cold-water
species, such as trout. Also, we wanted 10
ascertain what food items were available in the
canals for fish,

If a canal sport fishery was established, who
would take advantage of this new resource?
Would the canals attract anglers from the general
public> What is the estimated use and potential
revenue from creating new fishing oppoetunities
in the canals? In addition, managers want 1o
know what types of game fish anglers would
prefer having stocked,
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The last step in planning a canal fishery is
deciding where public fishiog could sccur along
the canals. Established fishing sites with parking
lots, restrooms, trash receptacles, salty railings,
and good public access would attract anglers.
These areas would be more convenient and safer
for the public, especially children ané the
physically challenged, and would ease liability
concerns.  Law enforcement and cres} survey
persannel would benefit by having less total area
1o cover.

The objectives of this study werr to:
¢ Determine the assemblage of fisk in the canals

= specifically species diversity, abandance,

condition factors, and length freguencies.

¢ Estimate game fish abundance inthe canals
and determine if they are sufficient to meet
angler demand.

* Investigate which fish species cumently
immigrate into the canals.

* Determine if 2 species of stocked game fish
would survive and grow in the anal
environment, as well as estimate how long
stocked fish remain in the canals

¢ Document stocked fish movememt as well as
possible escape into lateral canals.

¢ Analyze stocked fish for potentid pollutants
that may have accumulated in their tissues
after several months in the canal.

¢ Investigate water quality parameters which

-may limit the porential for a spons fishery in
the canal system.

¢ Idenufy what food items are avaible 1o fish
in the canals.

¢ Survey licensed anglers and the gmeral public
to ascertain who would 1ake advantage of a
canal fisherv.

¢ Estumate the potentia increase in angler-use
days and revenue from fishing licenses if a
canal spor: fishery were developed.

¢ Identify wrich fish species anglers want 10
catch in the canals.

¢ Identify and evaluate areas that offer the besi
potential for providing public fishing access.

STUDY AREA

The SRP canal system extends through 10
cities and the Salt River Indian Reserwation within
the Phoenix metropolitan area It comsists of 217
km of main canals and 1,487 km of smaller, lateral
canals and ditches, which deliver water for

B R. WRIGHTAND | A SORENSEN 1995
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irrigation and municipal use (Salt River P'rog. 1993,
19944). The SRP canal system begins below
Granite Reef Diversion Dam and has 8 mapr
canals: Arizona, Consolidated, Eastern, Grasd,
South, Tempe, Western, and Cross-Cut, Granite
Reef Dam (Fig. 2} diverts water 1ato the SRP
canals, and is located about 6.3 km downstream of
the confluence of the Salt and Verde rivers. The
watersheds of the Salt and Verde rivers dram
approximately 33,680 km® to the east and nerth,
respectively, of the Phoenix metropolitan area.
Four reservoiss (Saguaro, Canyon, Apache, and
Roosevelt} are located within the Salt River
watershed and 2 (Bartleut and Horseshoe) within
the Verde River watershed. Annually, these
watersheds receive an average of 53.3 cm of
precipitation (Salt River Proj. 1990).

A raised, trapezoidal, concrete fish barmier is
located immediately below Granite Reef Dam on
the Arizona Canal (Fig. 3; Appendix A, Map 1).
This barrier has a series of electrical fields across
the canal, steep slopes, 2nd high water velogties
that permit downstream movement of fish. The

primary purpose of this barrier is to prevent fish
from moving from the Anzona Canal and the
CAP 1nto the Salt River through the Granite Reef
headgates (E. Swanson, Anz. Game and Fish Dep,,
pers. commun.). Another electrical fish barrier
was constructed on the South Canal for similar
remons {Appendix A, Map 1}.

The Arizona Canal (Fig. 4) was selected for
intensive study because it is the longest
cominuous canal (61.4 km} in the SRP system and
traverses an extensive residential area. From its
souce at Granite Reef Dam, this canal flows west
through the Salt River Indian Reservation and the
cities of Scotisdale, Phoenix, Glendale, and Peoria,
where it drains into Skunk Creek.

We established 5 fish collection sites and 3
alternate collection sites aong the Arizona Canal
(Table 1). Sites were established ar locations
where SRP maintenance {concrete) ramps had
bees constructed. Physical barriers (i.e., bridges
and water control structures; Fig. 54, ) formed
the boundaries of each collection site. Alternate
sitee were established spedifically to menitor

Figure 2. The origin of the Anzona Canal at Geanite Reef Diversion Dam. The electric fish barrier is shown in the

foreground.

B R. WRIGHT AND | A. SORENSEN [993
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Table 1. Regular and alternate fish collection sites on the Arizona Canal.

Regular sites  Street/Physical Location

7 Pima Road footbridge 1o Hayden Road vehicle bridge. Scotsdile.

5 63th Street footbridge to the “Arizona Falls™ water control stmcture,
above 56th Street. Phoenix.

3 19th Avenue vehile bridge 1o 25th Avenue vehicle bridge. Phoenix.

2 43rd Avenue/ Peoria Avenue vehicle bridge to 47th Avenue feotbridge.
Glendale.

1 Water contro] structure at 67th Avenue to the water control smicture at

Skunk Creek Drain. Peoria.

Alternate sites for repeated-effort electrofishing.

All. Site 3 Downstream of the Interstate 17 frontage road to the water ceatrol
structure adjacent 1o the Phoenix (Deer Valley) water treatmest facility.
Phoenix.

Al Site 2 35th Avenue vehicle bndge downstream to the water control gructure at

the intersection of 43rd Avenue and Peoria Avenue. Glendale

Alr Site 1 5%th Avenue vehile bridge 1o Thunderbird Road vehicle bridge.
Glendale.

Figure 52 Low bridges were physical barriers for our electrofishing boat and limited the area we could sample.
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Figure 5h. A water control structme at Station ACF3, that uses a series of radial gates to regulate the mwlume of water fowing
downstream.
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Site 3 was a shallow site (1 m depth) with
fast-moving water. It measured 1.1 km in length
with an average width of 17 m. A water controf
structure was located at the upsiream end of ths
site (19th Avenue; Appendix A, Map 5).
Approximately 8.5 km upstream of Site 3, the
Squaw Peak Water Treatment Plant discharged
alum sludge into the Arizona Canal (Appendix A,
Map 4). This discharge affected turbidity
measurements at Site 3, as well as Sites 1 and 2.
The lower sampling boundary for Site 3 was the
25th Avenue bridge.

Alternate Site 3 was located below Site 3
within the same canal segment (.e., between 2
water control structures). This site was 0.6 km in
length, averaged 17 m across, and was
approximately 1-m deep. The upstream boundary
was the frontage road immediately downstream of
Interstate 17 {Black Canyon Highway; Appendin
A, Map 5). The lower boundary was the water
control structure adjacent to the Phoenix (Deer
Valley) Water Treatment Plant. A vehicle bridge
{29th Avenue} and a demossing bridge were
located between Interstate 17 and the water
control structure near the Phoenix (Deer Valley}
Water Treatment Plant. Concrete-lined banks
were found at the 29th Avenue bridge, the
demossing bridge, and at the water control
structure. The remaining canal segments within
this site had earthen banks and an earthen

bottom. Overhanging vegetation grew along the

earthen banks. The Phoenix (Deer Valley) Water
Treatment Plant regularly discharged alum sludge
into the canal below the waier control structure
that formed the lower boundary of Alternate Sne
3

Alternate Sites 2 and 1 were established
specifically 1o collect stocked fish for contaminamt
analysis; however, these sites were sampled
sporadically. Therefore, these alternate sites will
not be discussed further.

Site 2 was about 1.5 m deep and had slower-
moving water than Site 3. This site measured 2.2
km in length and had an average width of 15 m.
This site was divided into 2 segments (i.c., upper
and lower). The upper segment was between the
water control structure just upstream of the 43nd
Avenue and Peoria Avenue intersection to the
47th Avenue footbridge just upstream of the
Glendale {Cholla) Water Treatment Plant
{Appendix A, Map 6). Approximately ¥ of the
northern side of the upper segment canal bank
was carthen with overhanging vegetation, while

B R. WRIGHT AND | A. SORENSER 15795

the remaining banks of the upper segment was
concrete-lined. The canal bouom of the upper
segment of Site 2 was earthen, emcept near the
intersection of 43rd Avenue and Peoria Avenue
and 47th Avenue footbridge. The lower segment
of Site 2 was between the 47th Avenue footbridge
and the water control structure eear the
intersection of 51st Avenue and Cactus Road.
Downstream of the footbridge, the banks and
bottom were concrete-lined. The Glendale
(Cholla) Water Treatment Plam regularly
discharges alum sludge into the canal. Sludge
accumulates upstream of the water control
structure near the intersection of 515t Avenue and
Cactus Road. Alum sludge caz be as deep as 2 m
in the lower segment of this sisee. We abandoned
fish collections below the 47th Avenue footbridge
because of the alum sludge.

Site 1 was located at the ead of the Arizona
Canal and was predominantly slack water. This
site was 1.6 km long and averaged 10 m in width.
A water control structure was bocated at the top
of the site below the 67th Avesae bridge
(Appendix A, Map 6). The lower boundary of
this site was the Skunk Creek Drain Gate. The
upper boundary of this site had an average water
depth of 1-m while the lower boundary was
approximately 2-m deep. Site 1 bad concrete-lined
banks and bottom.

Physical structures (i.e., budpes and water

control structures), lateral capals, water treatment
" plants, and potential access sitss ff.e., city streets,

selected city parks, and concrete maintenance
ramps) along the Arizona Canal are mapped in
Appendix A. Habiiat features @e., dirt-lined and
concrete-lined banks), water control structares,
and qualitative flow regimes {i¢., pools, runs, and
riffles) in the Arizona Canal art mapped in
Appendix B.

Locations for the water qmaly, chlorophyll 4,
benthos, and plankton sampling stations on the
Anizona Canal are identified in Appendix C.
Typically, these stations were found 2t bndges or
water control structures.
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METHODS

Fish Surveys

We used electrofishing 10 determine the
number of resident fish species {species richness)
in the canal. Resident fish were defined as those
fish found in the canal either from natural
reproduction or immugration. We used catch-per-
uniteffort (CPUE; fish/hr) as an index of relative
species abundance.

We electrofished the Arizona Canal monthly
from October 1992 through July 1994 using a 4.3-
m Alumacrafi John-boat. Ths electrofishing
platform was equipped with 2 Honda EMS-4000
generator, a variable voltage pulsator (VVP-15),
and a spherical electrode. Typically, the
electrofishing crew consisted of a netter and a
boat/VVP-15 operator. Electrofishing was
conducted at night using floodlights for better
visibility and to attract some fish species
(Minckley 1973). Typically, the range of VVP-15
settings used were: 10G-150 V, 10-15 A, 30-40%
DC pulse width, and 60-80 Hz frequency. The
netter used an activating footpad to control
electrical output. Effort was recorded in seconds
using a chronometer activated by the footpad.
The electrofishing boat was driven downstream
within each site, covering both sides and the
muddle of the canal. Stunned fish were netted and
placed in 121-L containers with fresh canal water.
No anesthetics were used to sedate the fish.

We categorized fish into 4 general groups:
natives, game fish, forage fish, and others. Native
fish were: Sonora suckers (Catostomus insignis),
desert suckers (C. clarks), and roundrail chubs
(Gila robusta). Game fish were defined as:
largemouth bass (Micropterus salmoides), yellow
bass (Morone mississippiensis), channel catfish, and
rainbow trout, Threadfin shad (Dorosoma
petenense) and red shiners (Cyprinells Iutrensis)
were designated as forage fish or prey. We
defined "other”™ species to be: white amurs, yellow
bullheads (Ameiunes natalis), bluegill {Lepomis
macrochirus), green sunfish {{. ounellus),
smallmouth bass (Microptenes dolomien), common
carp {Cyprinus carpio), goldfish (Carassises anratus),
flathead catfish (Pylodictzs olinaris}, oscar
(Astronotus ocellatss), and walleye (Stizostedion
vitreum). Species, total length (TL in mm),
weight (), and disposition {i.¢., released alive,
dead, preserved) were recorded. Each fish was
examined for fin clips, tag scars, deformities,
external parasites, and spinal injuries. Whte
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amurs and game fish with a TL 2250 mm were
tagged with a Floy® tag near the terminus of the
dorsal fin. Floy® tags were used to identify
mdividual fish, with known length, weight, and
location, in subsequent sampling efforts. All fish
were released back into the canal after processing,
except selected individuals for contaminant
analysis or reference collections.

Catch-per-unit-effort indices were also used to
wmdicate changes in fish abundance across sites and
over time. To determine differences in CPUE by
site over time, cach electrofishing effort was
assigned 10 a specific season for each year. Each
season covered a period of 3 months: September
through November {Fall), December through
February (Winter), March through May (Spring),
and June through August (Summer). Two
exceptions were Fall 1992 when sampling started
i October, and Summer 1994 when sampling
toncluded in July.

To assess the canal’s ability to sustain fish
kealth and nutritional needs, estimates of fish
physiological conditions were calculated from
length-weight relationships. We calculated
condition factors (K) using Fulton’s equation
{Anderson and Gutreuter 1983) for each species
by site. Comparisons of K between different
species cannot be calculated because of differences
between body shapes and sizes; i.e., the size and
shape characteristics of trout are different than
those of sunfish. Additionally, K values tend 1o
increase as fish length increases (Anderson and
Gutreuter 1983). Our comparisons were limited
19 individuals of the same age group. Mean K
factors were not calculated for fish weighing <10
I The precision of our field scale (1-g units} was
sot effective in providing reliable weight
measurements of fish <10 g. We considered K
values of >1.00 1o represent fish that were in
good physiological condition, with the
mderstanding that the range of optimum K varjes
with different species and age groups (Anderson
and Gutreuter 1983). Our estimates of K were
intended to provide a rough estimate of fish well-
being in the Arizona Canal.

Seasonal length frequency distributions for the
6 most abundant species were plotted 1o estimate
age classes and growtlr over time. Across-season
lengih frequencies were plotted for yellow bass
and roundtail chub. Age classes, or cohorts, were
determined using the Peterson method {Jearld
1983), which idenifies distinct peaks and ranges of
kengih into separate age groups.

ARIZONA GAME & Fro DEPARTMENT, TECH, RE. 12 11
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Granite Reef Electrical Barrier Monitoring

To determine the degree of fish immigration
into the Anizona Canal, we looked at data from
annual fish collections {Jakle and Riley, unpubl.
data) at the head of the canal, between Granite
Reef Dam and the electric fish barrier. Species
richness and relative abundance of all fish
collected were compiled for 3-vrs (1991 to 19951
These data represented an instantaneous estimate
of fish that were immigrating into the canal
because collections occurred on a single winter
day each year when the canal was dewatered.
Reduced water levels, multiple seine hauls. and
backpack electrofishing were very effective in
collecting most fish above the barrier. Surveys
were a cooperative effort among BOR, SR,
AGFD, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service .

Experimental Fish Stockings

Catchable channel catfish and rainbow trom
were experimentally stocked to: {1) estimate
growth; (2) determine survival; (3) assess tissue
contamination levels in fish; (4) monitor
movements; and (3) assess losses to lateral canals.
All fish were stocked at Site 3. On June 22, 1993,
we stocked 1.500 channel catfish (x = 375-mm
TL) marked with a right pectora} spine clip. On
July 9. 1993, we stocked 50¢ sdditional channel
catfish marked with numbered Floy® tags; we
hoped to estimate growth and survival from
recaptured fish. On November 3, 1993, 2,200
Floy®-tagged rainbow trout were stocked (x =
250-mm TL).

Before the June and November stockings, fivh
traps were placed in the first 5 lateral canals
located downstrear at Site 3 (Fig. 6). No traps
were placed upstreum of Site 3 because previous
research indicated that fish did not move upstream
through water control structures {(Sorensen 1990
Each trap was constructed of 2-cm wide, stect
diamond-mesh, and fit the inside dimensions of
the lateral canal control structures (Fig. 7). These
traps were designed to collect fish emigrating from
the Arizona Canal. Based on previous studies
{Sorensen 1990, Watt and Persons 1990),
monitoring for a minimum of 40 days is sufficient
to recover most stocked fish leaving the main
canal. Traps were checked daily for a minimum
of 40 davs following initial stockings, to estimate
the number of stocked fish lost to the lateral
canals. We also checked the demossing structure
(Fig. 8) at Skunk Creek Drain (Site 1} for stocked
fish mortalities. The demossing structure at the

12 ARIZONA GAME & FISH DEPARTMENT, TECH. REP. I8

Figare 6. Placing a fish trap tnto a lateral canal near Site
1, prior 1o stocking game fish.

Fignre 7. Water pouring into a lateral canal fish trag.

canal’s terminus collected most floaring debris and
organic material and deposited this refuse in a
dump trailer. Fish traps were removed at the end
of each monitoring period.
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Figure 8 Skunk Creek Drain demossing structure and debris collection dump at Station ACI} on the Arizona Canal.

Duning daily trap inspections, we conducted
informal creel imerviews with numerous anglers
fishing along the canal banks. Originally, creel
survevs were not part of the study plan:
nevertheless, we tock advantage of the
oppornunity to mterview anglers. These creel
interviews provided another source of information
on the status of our stocked fish. We noted: creel
date, location, species collected, TL, weight. Floy®
tag number, and presence of fin clips.

In addition 10 our monthly electrofishing, we
sampled 3 alternate sites (Table 1) to monitor
stocked fish movement and later to collect
specimens for tissue contaminant analyses. We
used repeated-effort electrofishing, gill netring, and
angling in these areas to increase the chance of
recovering stocked fish. Prior to some of these
electrofishing efforts, a 30-m experimental gill net
was sel across the canal and attached to a nearby
bridge. The net was in place while the
electrofishing boat herded the fish downstream.

We combined all sampling methods to
determine the recapture frequency of stocked fish
across weeks. Catch-per-unit-effort was calculated

B R. WRIGHT AND | A. SORENSEN 1995

from repeated-effort electrofishing surveys, gill
netting, and AGFD angling. Stocked fish
movements and losses to the lateral canals were
also recorded.

Potential growth of stocked rainbow trow
and channel catfish was determined by subtracting
the recaptured mean TL and weights from the
initial stocking measurements. Of the 1,500
channel catfish stocked in June, a subsample of
330 were weighed and measured for baseline size
data. June-stocked catfish with right pectoral fin
clips were Floy?® tagged when recapiured (Fig. 9).
Al July-stocked catfish and stocked rainbow trout
were measured for TL and weight prior to release.

Estimates of physiological condition for both
species were calculated using K and Wege-
Anderson relative weight (Wr). Relative weight is
another method of comparing physiological
condition which is species-specific because of
diverse body shapes and sizes (Anderson and
Guireuter 1983). A Wr value of 100 may be
considered ideal for al! species even of different
age groups. However, Wr values are less reliable
as fish reach full maturity and Wr values fall

ARIZONA GAME & FisH DEPARTMENT, TECH. REP. 18 13
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Figire 9. A recaptured. Junestocked channel catfish being measured, weighed, and Flov® taggd.

below 10C {Anderson and Guireuter 1983). Both
K and W'r were presented in our results to
evaluate the well-being of stocked and recaptured
fish. Unfortunately, Wr i 2 new method, and
species-specific standard weight (W's) equations are
only ava:lable for commorn game fisk and a few
nongame species. The most current standard
weight (W's) values for rambow trout and channel
catfish were used to calculate W'r {B. Murphy,
Texas A and M., pers. commun., [, Wiliis, South
Dakota State Univ., pers. commun.). Both
stocking groups of channe caifish were combined
to provide reliable compansons of mean TL,
weight, K, and Wr between the time they were
stocked and recaptured.

Potential Fish Tissue Contaminants

Stocked and recaptured channel catfish and
rainbow trout specimens were submitted 1o
private laboratories for anavsis of 129 priorty
pollutants listed by the US. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) o assess public health
risks. Fish from the original stocking groups were
analyzed to determine basdine levels prior 10
stocking. After 5 months, recaptured channel

14 ArZONA GAME & Frsrt DEPARTMENT, TECH. REP. 18

catfish and rainbow trout were also analvzed for
contamunant accumulatios. Whole fish were
wrapped 1n alurmunum foi sealed in plastic bags,
labelled, and frozen (0 C)until laboratory testing
(Environ. Prot. Agency 1979, 1993}, Fach
composite {1 to 3 fish) wi homogenized and then
anajyzed using established EPA methods (Environ.
Prot. Agency 1979, 1993). The centaminants
tested for included: pesticdes. metals and
norganics, polychlorinated biphenvls (PCB) and
related compounds, ethers, phenols and eresols,
phthalate esters, halogenated alipkatics, polveyclic
aromatic hydrocarbons, ngrosamines, and other
nitrogen-containing compeunds. Practical
quantification timit (PQL) was used as the level of
contaminant detection. This degree of detection
provides a reliable reprodsction of results by
different laboratories using the same EPA analysis
methods (Standard Methods 1989).

We obtained from SRP a list of herbicides and
biocides used in and along the canals to control
vegetation from January 1892 through July 1994,
In addition, SRP provided application schedules,
descriptions of chemical we, a map of locations
where chemicals were applied, and white amur
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control sections. We obtamed this information to
supplement our contaminant analysis and to
evaluate potentially adverse conditions to fish
survival in the SRP canal system.

Abiotic Factors

Temperature and dissolved oxygen (DO) are
water quality parameters that can affect fish
survival (Piper et al. 1983). Levels of pH also
influence fish survival whea extremely acidic or
basic water conditions persist for long periods
(Piper et al. 1983). Specific conductivity is the
ability of an aqueous solution to carry an
electrical current (Standard Methods 1989) and
directly affects electrofishing efficiency. Highly
conductive water provides a greater area of effect
for the shocking boat’s electrode, thus affecting
more fish and increasing sample sizes. Heavy
turbidity in water is caused by fine, suspended
sediment and organic maner. Turbidity impairs
the visual-hunting ability of certain predatory fish
as well as decreasing the levels of photosynthetic
primary production of algae and phytoplankton
{Piper et al. 1983, O'Brien 1990).

From February 1992 to July 1994, we
collected monthly water quality measurements at
9 stations on the Arizona Canal (Appendix C) to
study environmental conditions that might affect a
sport fishery. Quarterly water quality
measurements were also collected from 19 stations
on the other SRP canals from March 1992 to July
1994 {Appendix C). Water quality stations were
established at the beginning, middle, and end of
each canal except for the Cross-Cut Canal, which
had only 1 station. Water quality measurements
were recorded during daylight hours. A Horiba
U-10 Water Quality Checker was used to record
water temperature (C), dissolved oxygen (mg/L),
pH, specific conductivity {mS/cm), and turbidiry.
Turbidity values were represented by
nephelometric turbidity units (NTU), the standard
measurement of the intensity of light scattering by
suspended particles in aqueous solution (Standard
Methods 1989). Readings were taken at the
surface and at depths of 05 m and 1.0 m. Secchi
disk measurements of water transpareacy were
also recorded.

Water quality values were compared betrween
stations on the Arizona Canal to evaluate any
spatial differences that might influence fish
distribution, Monthly vanations in mean
temperature and DO across al] stations were
plotted to show seasonal extremes. Mean values
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of temperature, DO, pH, conductivity, turbidiry,
and Secchi depth measurements from the Arnzona
Canal {across all stations and months) were
compared to the mean water quality aspects of the
other 7 SRP canals. We averaged the 3 depth
measurements for analysis.

Biotic Factors

Chloropbyll a. The ratio of chlorophyll &
(CHLA) to pheophytin 4 (PHEA) can indicate the
amount of primary production {l.e., the lowest
trophic level of the food base) in an aquatic
system because it is a measure of the
photosynthetic activity of phytoplankton, A
CHLAPHEA ratio of 217 indicates high CHLA
values and excellent physiological condition of
phytoplankton. A ratio of 1.0 indicates pure
PHEA, the degradation product of acidified
CHLA, and reflects a poor condition. From
January 1993 to July 1994, we collected and
analyzed water samples to estimate concentrations
of CHLA and PHEA in the 8 SRP canals. Nine
stations were sampled monthly on the Arizosa
Canal, and 13 stations were sampled quarterly on
the other SRP canals (Appendix C). All sampling
occurred during daylight hours concurrent with
other water quality sampling. Water samples
were collected at 0.5 m below the surface using a
1-L, horizontal, van Dorn-type water bottle. We
collected a 3 L composite sample of water fram
each station. Samples were stored in amber,
polyethylene bortles and kept on ice in the field.
Water samples were then refrigerated in the
laboratory at 4 C unuil analysis.

We used analytical procedures outhined in
Standard Methods (1989) for CHLA analyses.
Samples were filtered through separate glass fiber
filters (Whatman type 934-AHC, 45-um porosity,
47-mm diameter). Sample volumes ranged from
400 10 3,000 m! of water depending on the
amount of suspended sediment and organic
matter. Filters were macerated and CHLA was
extracted using 90% aqueous acetone for 24 hrs.
Spectrophotometric analysis was conducted using
a Perkin-Elmer Lambda-2 UV/Visible
spectrophotometer. A test blank of 90% aqueous
acetone was run prior to each sample series.
Enown calibration standards (1.7 ratio of
CHLA:PHEA} were tested for quality control
purposes.

Benthos. Beathic samples were collected from
8 stations on the Arizona Canal {Appendix C) to
determine macroinveriebrate standing stocks and
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relative abundance. Benthic macroinvertebrates
are animals that live in the bottom substrate, as
well as on the substrate surface and on aquatic
vegetation {Thorp and Covich 1991). Bimouthly
samples were collected from September 1993 to
July 1994, using a 0.04m’ (300-in") Petite Ponar
Dredge. Dredge samples were collected from both
sides and the middle of the canal at both the
upper and lower ends of each station, for a total
of 6 samples. If, after 3 attempts, no substrate or
organisms were obtained in a dredge sample, no
additional sampling was conducted at that station.
A 500-pm sieve bucket was used to remove
sediment fines {i.e., silt) from each sample. Each
sample was preserved with 10% formalin or 70%
ethanol.

We used Rose Bengal® powder to stain each
sample. Then, each sample was rinsed with water
using a 250-um sieve and placed in a shallow
specimen tray. Individuals from each taxon were
dentified, counted, and stored in vials with 70%
ethanol. Taxonomic classifications were based on
Barnes (1968) and Arment {1985). Aquatic
Consulting and Testing, Inc. processed % of our
samples for quality control purposes.

Zooplankton. For the purposes of our study,
zooplankton were defined as invertebrates found
in the water column that floar, drift, or weakly
swim (Thorp and Covich 1991). Invertebrares
found in the water column included true
zooplankton, aquatic and terrestrial insects, and
non-insect species. Quarterly zooplankton
samples were collected from 8 stations on the
Arizona Canal (Appendix C) between December
1992 and July 1994 10 estimate seasonal
zooplankton abundance and percent species
composition. Using 2 portable water pump or a
bucket, 3 samples were collected from each station
from a depth of about 0.5 m. Twenty liters of
water were filtered through an 80-pm, Wisconsin-
type plankton ner using a portable water pump or
a bucket. Samples were rinsed with deionized
water, stored in clear polyethylene bottles, and
preserved in 70% ethanol. Samples were sent to
Aquatic Consulting and Testing, Inc. for
identification and enumeration using taxonomy
based on Barnes (1968). To maintain decimal
precision from low total counts, mean densities
were recorded as numbers of organisms per 20 L,
rather than numbers per liter,
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Public Gpinion Surveys

In May 1994, Behavioral Research Center,
Inc. conducted 2 separate telephone surveys
(Appendix D) to determine Maricopa County
residents’ attitudes toward the use of the SRP
canals as an urban fishery. The first survey
interviewed )00 licensed anglers, while the second
survey targeted 600 individuals of the general
public. Licensed anglers were chosen randomly
from a list of current state or urban fishing license
holders. The genera] public respondents from
both urban and rural regions of Maricopa County
were selected at random from a List of phone
numbers by Behavior Research Center, Inc.’s
automated system.

The surveys examined the following aspects:
regional representation, current angling
participation, respondent interest in an Urban
Canal Fishing Program (UCFP), demographic
status, fish species preference, willingness to pay,
and leve} of use. Projected angler-use days,
potential new anglers, and revenues were

calculated.

Study Area Mapping

The study area was mapped uvsing an
ARC/INFO Geographic Information System
(GIS), ground-truthed observations, Phoenix area
maps, and Salt River Valley Water Users’
Association’s maps (19934, ). A map of physical
structures and potential public access sites along
the Arizona Canal was created (Appendix A).
Habirtat features and qualitative flow regimes were
also mapped (Appendix B). Velocity
measurements Were not available for our sampling
sites on the Arnizona Capal. Instead, we used
terms from Orth (1983) to define flow regimes
within the Arizona Canal: (1) riffles are high
velocity, wurbulent water; ) runs or glides are
steady, laminar flows; and {3) pools are low
velocity or still water.
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RESULTS

Fish Collection Sits Habitats

At each fish collection site, we assigned
qualitative flow regimes to indicate genemal aquatic
habitats. We estimated that the Arizona Canal
had approximately 44 km (70.4%) of russ, 13 km
(20.6%) of pools, and 5.5 km (9.0%) of nffle
habitat. Site 7 was a deep-water, run habitar.
Approximately 1.9 km of Site 5 was also deep-
water, run habitat, while the remaining section of
this site was pool habitat. Site 3 was a shallow
segment of canal with approximately % riffle and
% run habitar. Riffle habitat in Site 3 was located
immediately downstream of the water control
structure at 19th Avenue. We classified Alternate
Site 3 1o be % run and % pool habitat. In
addition, Alternate Site 3 had mostly earthen
bottom and banks with overhanging vegetation.
Both Site 3 and Ahernate Site 3 were within the
same reach between 2 water control structures.
We classified Site 2 as pool habitar with some
riffles occurring immediately below the water
control structure upstream of the 43rd Avenue
and Peoria Avenue intersection. Riffle habitat
was found at the top of Site 1 immediatdy below
the water control structure at 67th Avense;
however, most of Site 1 was pool habitat.

Fish Surveys

Spectes Diversity and Abundance. We collected
13,355 fish from our electrofishing surveys,
representing 20 species and 10 families (Table 2).
The most abundant species were: Sonora sucker,
desert sucker, threadfin shad, red shiner, white
amur, and largemouth bass, respectively {Table 3).
Collectively, these & species accounted for about
98% of the total sample. To identify the resident
assemblage of fish in the Arizona Canal, we
excluded stocked channel catfish {n = 24) and
stocked trout (n = 122) from the total
electrofishing count. In addition, 38 larval fish
were not identified and were excluded from our
total. The 14 remaining species had relative
abundances that were <1%. Four species were
caught only once during our study: smallmouth
bass, walleye, flathead catfish, and an oscas.

Species nchness remained relatively constant
throughout this study (Table 4). The highest
number of species (n = 18) was collected at the
downstream end of the canal (Skunk Creek
Drain}, and declined to 12 toward the head of the
canal (Granite Reef Dam). The year-to-year
difference in mean species richness was small (» =
4).
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Table 2. Common names, scientific names, and
species reporting codes of fish collected from 5
sites along the Arizona Canal, October 1992
through July 1994,

Famdy/Species Code
Catostomidae
Desert sucker, Catostormus darki CACL
Sonora sucker, Catostomus insignis CAIN
Centrarchidae
Bluegill, Lepomis macrochine LEMA
Green sunfish, Lepormis cyanedius LECY
Largemouth bass, Micropteras MISA
salmoides
Smallmouth bass, Micropterss MIDOC
dolomieu
Cichlidae
Oscar, Astronotus ocellatus ASQC
Chapeidae
Threadfin shad, Dorosomna prienense DOPE
Cyprinidae
Common carp, Cyprinks cerpio CYCA
Goldfish, Carassins auratus CAAU
Red shiner, Cyprinells lutrensis CYLU
Roundhail chub, Gila robusts GIRO
White amur, Ctenopbaryngadon idefla CTID
Icraluridae

Channel catfish, fetalirus puncratues ICPU
Flathead catfish, Pylodictis alivaris PYOL
Yellow bullhead, Armeiuris natalis AMNA

Percichthyidae
Yellow bass, Morone mississippiensis MOMI

Peraidae
Walleye, Stizostedion vitresm STV1

Poeciliidae
Western mosquitofish, Gambysic GAAF
affinis

Salmonidae
Rainbow trout, Oncorbyndus mykiss ONMY

" Source: Am. Fish. Soc. 1991.
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Table 3. Total number {n} and relative abundance (%) of fishes collected from electrofishing sites zlong the Arizona Canal, October
1992 through July 1994. See Table 2 for fish species codes.

Site ) Site 2 Site 3 Site 8 Site 7 Total {n} Ovenll %
Species n % n % n % n % n % All Sices Abundance
CAIN w7 9.20 353 22.24 1,847 .13 1,219 49.67 750 593 4,476 3352
CACL 54 1.62 144 9.07 2,038 43.23 858 349 171 1353 3,265 2445
DOPE 230 69.24 196 12.35 413 8.76 100 407 47 72 3,066 21.9%
CYLU 383 10.88 764 48.14 222 471 201 819 237 175 1,787 1338
CTID 180 5.40 16 1.01 28 0.59 21 0.86 6 0.47 251 188
MISA 42 1.26 rj 132 82 1.74 30 1.2 i 0.08 176 1.32
MOMI u 0.93 24 1.51 28 0.5% 7 0.28 4 032 94 0.70
ICPU k] 0.09 4% 2.90 10 021 3 0.12 2 2.06 88 0.66
GIRO 3 0.0% ) ¢.19 7 0.57 $ 0.0 § 0.40 43 032
AMMA L] .18 14 0.08 4 0.08 0 0 ] 0 24 0.18
GAAF 0 o] 4 Q 3 0.06 3 0.12 14 11 20 0.15
CYCA 4 012 2 0.13 7 0,15 4 0.16 0.16 1% 0.14
LEMA 1 0.57 +] 0 0 ] 0 ¢ 0 0 19 0.14
ONMY 7 0.21 1 C.06 0 0 2 0.08 1 0.08 11 0.08
CAAU k) 0.09 0 0 } 0.06 0 1] 0 0 6 0.04
LECY 1 0.03 3} Q.19 2 0.04 0 Q [} 0 [ 0.04
MIDO 1 0.09 0 0 0 -] [ Q ) o 1 0.01
ASOC 1 0.03 0 o 0 0 ] o] 0 o 1 o
$TV1 1 0.03 0 0 o] [+] 0 0 0 0 H 0.01
PYOL o 0 0 ¢ 0 0 1 .04 o ¢ 1 0.01
Total 3,3%  100% 1,587  100% 4714 100% 2454 100% 1,264  100% 13,355 100%

* Unidentified larval fish and stocked game fish (JICPU and ONMY) are not included.
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Table 4. Number of fish species collected (species richness) by year, from3 electrofishing sites along the

Arizona Canal, October 1992 through July 1994.

Year
Year n Site 1 Site 2 Site 3 Site § S 7 Total I
1992 3 I} i1 12 8 t 11 10.0
1993 12 17 12 15 13 1l 17 136
1994 7 15 10 12 6 4 15 94
Overall Total 18 13 15 13 12
T 143 11.0 13.0 9.0 77

Sixty percent of the fish sampled duning our
monthly electrofishing surveys were taken from
Sites 1 and 3; 25% (n = 3,336) from Site 1 and
35% (n = 4,714) from Site 3. We collected the
fewest fish (n = 1,264, or 9.5% of the rotal count)
from Site 7. Electrofishing catch-per-unit-effort
{CPUE) was summarized by site ({Table 5) and by
season (Table 6) for 8 species: Sonora and desert
suckers, red shiners, threadfin shad, white amurs,
largemouth bass, channel catfish, and rainbow
trout.

Sonora and desernt suckers were the most
abundant fish collected during our electrofishing
surveys. These fish were found at all sites, but
were most abundant at Site 3 based op total
number caught and CPUE. Native fish. including
roundtail chubs, accounted for about 58% (7 =
7,784) of all fish collected. We collected a total 43
roundtail chubs, or 0.3% of the total sample.

Forage fish {threadfin shad and red shiners)
were taken from all our collection sites and
comprised approximately 36% {n = 4,853) of our
wotal electrofishing sample. The 1otal number
caught and CPUE for threadfin shad increased
moving downstream (Site 7 to Site 1). Red
shiners were also sampled at all sites, bt CPUE
was highest at Site 2. Collectively, forage fish
were the second most abundant group of fish
collected during our study.

White amurs were found at each site, but
these fish were most abundant at the downstream
end of the Arizona Canal. White amurs
accounted for about 2% (» = 251) of the total
electrofishing sample. Since white amurs have a
tendency of moving downstream towards the
Skunk Creek Drain (Site 1), SRP periodically

B. R WRIGHT AND | A. SORENTEN 1995

moves many of dese fish to upstream canal
sections. Salt Rmer Projea relocation efforts
influence the abmdance of white amurs across
sites.

Game fish {argemouth bass, resident channel
catfish, yellow bas, and rsident rainbow trout)
represented 3% f = 369) of the total
electrofishing sample. Lagemouth bass, resident
channe| catfish, md yellow bass were collected
from all 5 fish cdlection sites along the Arizoaa
Canal. Residentrinbow trout were collected
from all sites exmpt Site 3. -Largemouth bass and
cbannel catfish bad the highest CPUE at Site 3.
Overall, game fok numbers were very low when
compared to the sative smkers and forage fish.

Condition Fators. Most resident fish in the
Arizona Canal were in good physiclogical
condition based m overall mean condition factors
(mean K; Table & All species sampled had mean
K values >1.00, except threadfin shad, roundtail
chub, channel caish, and rainbow trout, which
had mean K valaee >0.80. Due to missing TL
and weight datz,the number of fish used to
calculate mean K &ictors differed from the total
number of fish smpled {Table 3). Most threadfin
shad (79.5%), redshiners §#9.9%), and all western
mosquitofish (Gembwsiz affinis} were below our
weight criteria (12, <10 g for calculating K
factors.

Size and AgeSructure. Mean lengths were
calculated for allspecies collected (Table 8).
Seasonal length bequency distributions were
created for largemsuth bass, threadfin shad, red
shiners, Sonora sekers, desert suckers, and white
amurs. Additionally, overall length frequency

ARFEONA GAME B Fist DeraaeeNT, TECH REP 18 21
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Table 5. Mean catch-per-unit-effort (CPUE; fish/hr) by site for selected resident fish species
electrofished from the Arizona Canal, October 1992 through July 1994. See Table 2o fish species

codes,
Mean Mean
Species Site CPUE SO n* Species Site CPUE SD  no®
CAIN 1 13.56 876 13 CTID i 6.28 471 3
2 2013 1644 2] 2 1.24 248 1t
3 10164 9§72 2% 3 1.10 1.57 kel
5 53.06 3654 21 5 0.74 D66 21
7 40.07 423 18 7 0.32 0.77 18
CACL 1 210 261 213 MISA 1 1.55 167 23
2 6.73 707 2 2 133 203 2
3 mz 4438 ¥ 3 8 461 29
5 38.14 281% 21 5 134 1.91 21
7 11.69 2061 18 7 0.06 0.26 18
CYLU 1 14.82 2088 23 ICPU 1 Q.50 089 2
2 4216 4634 21 2 1.60 2.4 21
3 9.46 2181 30 3 249 435 29
5 1162 2125 2 5 g1 030 21
7 15.63 73% 18 7 1.24 1.99 18
DOPE 1 76.81 1.2 23 ONMY 1 0.30 142 23
2 7.47 1397 2 2 0.02 g1 2
3 21.56 76.26 30 3 0.00 0.00 25
5 4.45 696 21 5 0.08 0.25 21
7 1 346 18 7 0.08 0.34 13

" Number {n} of sample days Tor each sre during th project

distributions were generated for roundhail chubs
and yellow bass.

Throughout our study, largemouth bass total
lengths were highly variable (Fig. 10). In Summer
1993 and Fall 1993, we identified 2 largemouth
bass cohorts. During Spring 1994 and Summer
1994, we identified 2 single cohort; however,
during these 2 seasons our sample size of
largemouth bass with TL 2240 mm was
primarily the result of biased sampling due to
repeated-effort electrofishing,

No gaps were found in the length frequency
distribution 1o separate threadfin shad into
separate cohonts (Fig. 11). Threadfin shad
exhibited some degree of growth over time
because TL measurements shifted upward. In
Winter 1993-1994, threadfin shad (T1. <90 mm)
were absent from our collections. This trend
continued in Spring 1994 (TL <100 mm) and
Summer 1994 (TL <110 mm).

The number of red shiners declined
dramatically during the last 3 seasons (i.e., Winter

22 ARZONA GAME & Fri DEpARTIENT, TEGH. REP. 18

1993-1994, Spring 1994, and Summer 1994) of this
study. We found no distina breaks in the length
frequency distribution to segarate red shiners into
specific cohorts (Fig. 12).

Sonora suckers exhibited a bimodal length
frequency distribution durisg most of our study
(Fig. 13). To a lesser degrer, a third cohort of
young fish (TL <120 mm)appeared in Summer
1993 through Winter 1993-894, and again in
Summer 1994. However, by Summer 1994 a
bimodal length distribation had returned.

Desert suckers exhibited 2 bimodal length
frequency distribution throsghout most of our
study, except in Summer 1993 when 2 third
cobort appeared (Fig. 14). The length ranges
within the 2 cohorts remained stable during the
first 3 seasons. The same 2 eohorts also remained
stable during Fall 1993 throsgh Spring 1994. By
Summer 1994, the bimodal distribution shifted
downward towards smaller fsh.

B. R WRNNTAND | A SORENSEN 1993




== - FEASBLITY OF DEVELOPING AND MAINTAINING A SPORT FISHERY IN THE SALT RIVER PROJECT CANALS

Table 6. Mean catch-per-unit-effort (CPUE; fish/hr) by season for selected resident fish species
electrofished from the Arizona Canal, October 1992 through July 1994. See Table 2 for fish species
codes.

Mean Mean
Species  Season CPUE SD o* Species Season CPUE SD o*
CAIN Fall 1992 £4 94 46.80 7 CTID Fall 1992 32 474 7
Winter 1992-93 7381 6257 11 Winter 1992.93 2.52 4384 1t
Spring 1993 36.35 4242 16 Spring 1993 195 205 14
Summer 1993 18.61 3244 17 Summer 1993 1.95 349 18
Fall 1993 63.41 8149 4 Fall 1993 2.70 184 14
Winter 1993.94 &2.83 £6.39 12 Winter 1993-94 0.63 1.95 12
Spring 1994 4803 8630 21 Spring 1994 2.01 326 21
Summer 1994 59 46,28 14 Summer 1994 1.47 293 14
CACL  Fall 1992 18.68 24.27 7 MISA Fal] 1992 068 054 7
Winter 1992.93 39.67 5009 11 Winter 1992-93 102 159 11
Spring 1993 26.86 o8t 13 Spning 1993 0.36 1.02 16
Summer 1993 25.33 3173 18 Summer 1993 160 215 17
Fall 1993 57.48 123.36 i4 Fall 1993 2.38 2.02 4
Winter 199394 6315 12120 12 Winter 199394 071 108 12
Spring 1994 5352 13617 21 Spring 1994 302 525 21
Summer 1994 855 5229 14 Summer 1994 147 239 14
CYLU  Faill 1992 10.40 14.72 7 ICPU Fall 1992 237 34 7
Winter 1992.93 ».77 42.20 11 Winter 1992.93 0.93 1.27 11
Spring 1993 23.53 23.83 16 Spring 1993 0.72 1.03 16
Summer 1993 25.14 3530 18 Summer 1993 2.42 4.42 17
Fall 1993 372 42.27 14 Fall 1993 2.45 396 14
Winter 199394 18.76 31.27 12 Winter 1993-94 1.16 1.45 12
Spring 1994 476 98¢ 2 Spring 1994 022 059 2t
Summer 1994 37 474 W4 Summer 1994 0.67 241 14
DOPE  Fall 1992 12.71 40.56 7 ONMY Fail 1992 o000 000 7
Winter 199293 20927 135.24 11 Winter 1992-93 0.10 0.24 11
Spring 1993 41.69 100.39 16 Spring 1993 .09 0.3 16
Summer 1993 7.25 1374 18 Summer 1993 0.40 1.65 17
Fall 1993 291 25.01 14 Fall 1993 Q.00 0.00 15
Winter 1993-94 6.31 11.35 2 Winter 1993-94 0.00 .00 ) ¥
Spring 1994 9.15 2179 Spring 1994 0.05 0.21 21
Summer 1994 766 1947 M4 Summer 1994 £.00 0.00 14

¥ Number (n) of days sampled wubmn each season durmg this study,

White amur TL measuremests were highly Due to low sample sizes, the yellow bas and
variable over time but were all 2360 mm TL roundtail chub length frequency distributioas
{Fig. 15). To comply with AGFD white amur were plotted across seasons. We found 2 whorts
stocking permit conditions, SRP must stock sterile of yellow bass (Fig. 16) with peaks at 90 mm and
white amurs with 2 minimum bead width of 57.2 230 mm TL. We identified 2 separate cohorts of
mm. Due to low sample sizes and the wide range roundtail chubs with peaks at 170 mm and 250
1in TL, distinct cohorts were not apparent except mm TL (Fig. 17).

for 1 1n Spring 1994 (TL 440 to 560 mm). Over
time, we found white amurs showed some degree
of growth due to the upward sheht of TL.

B. R. WRIGHT AND . A. SORENSEN 1995 ARZONA GAME & Froi DEPARTMENT, TECH. REP. 18 23
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Table 7. Mean condition factors (K) and standard deviations (SD) for selected fish species collected from the Arizona Canal, October 1992 through July 1994. See Table

2 for fish species codes,

Site | Site 2 —Sue) Site 5 —Site7 Overall

Species? n =K {SD) n x K (SD) 8 x K (SD) a x K (SD) a x K (SD) 0 x K (SD)

CAIN 261 1.09 (0.12) M0 1,00 (0.11) 1,233 1.04 (0.23) 997 1.12 (0.26) 726 1.02 {0.09) 3,557 1.06 (0.21)
CACL 4 1.12{.10 126 105 {0.10) 1,188 1.13 {0.29) 611 1.20 (0.19) 130 1.26 (0.12) 2,103 1.15 (0.19)
DOPE 405 096 (0.15) 81 057 (0.1¢) 94 094 {0.17) 38 1.04 {0.13) 11 0.93 (0.10) 629 0.96 (0.15)
CYLU - -( 1 211 {0.00) - - 2 1.22 (0.04) - -{) 3 1.52 (.51)
CTID 128 1.08 (0.13) 11 1.21{0.19) 3 1.27 (0.17) 19 1.34 (0.20) 6 1.20 (0.17) 187 1.14 (0.18)
MISA 3 152021 16 1.53 (0.26) 63 157 (©.27) 24 1.54 {0.25) 1 1.51 (0.00) 134 1.55 (0.25)
MOMI 18 1.25(0.18) 12 117 ©22) 11 1.14 (0.15) 5 1.37 (0.24) 3 1.43 (0.22) 49 1.23 (0.21)
ICPU 3 1.04 (0.18) s 0.81 (0.08) -~ - 1 1.28 (0.00) 20 0.89 (0.13) 29 0.89 (0.13)
GIRO 2 090 o1 3 0.89 (0.06) 2% 097 (0.09) 3 1.01 {0.08) 5 0.96 (0.10) 39 0.96 (0.09)
AMNA 2 1.10 (0.21) 13 119 (0.15) 3 1.45 (0.04) - - () - - ) 13 122 (0.17)
CYCA 4 1.5 {0.07) 1 1.46 {0.00) 4 1.66 (0.40) 3 1.25 (0.44) 2 1.44 (0.22) 14 1.50 {0.31)
LEMA 1 1.97 ©.34) - -6 - - - - - -} 1 1.97 (0.34)
ONMY S o9 @os - - ) - - ) - -{) - - 3 0.8% {0.06)
CAAU 3 176 (0.23) - - 2 286 (1.53) - - - -0 5 2.20 (0.99)
LECY 1 1.69 {0.00) 3 146 0.09) 2 203 (021 - - - -0 6 1.69 (0.30)
ASOC 1 281000 - -6 - -¢ - -6 - -0 t 281 (000
PYOL - - ) ~ ~ () -~ -} 1 1.40 (0.00) - - 1 1.40 {0.00)

* Unidentified fish and stocked game fish (ICPU and ONMY) are not included.
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Table 8. Mean total length (TL), standard deviation (SD), range, and number of resident fish ()

electrofished from the Arizona Canal, October

1992 through July 1994. See Table 2 for fish species

codes.
Species® n** x TL {(mm) 5D Range (mm)
CAIN 3977 234.46 90.05 36490
CACL 2,542 200.68 77.48 37463
DOPE 1,301 106.32 13.64 61-147
CYLU 1,275 54.00 12.62 18-126
CTID 251 586.14 84.50 375778
MISA 161 267.05 105.37 61485
MOMI 94 138.12 62.10 42-286
ICPU 88 233.48 116.00 40-550
GIRO 41 219.68 87.73 106430
AMNA 23 159.43 52.32 35276
GAAF 20 39.85 8.88 2655
CYCA 18 466.33 108.18 264-671
LEMA 19 166.32 26.68 99-215
ONMY 11 300.55 44.54 227-361
CAAU 5 225.60 78.03 140-296
LECY 6 106.33 927 94-119
MIDO 1 225.00 - -
ASOC 1 248.00 - -
STVI 1 341.00 - ~
PYOL 1 475.00 - -

* Unidentified larval fish and stocked game fish (ICPU and ONMY) are not included.
** Sample qumbers may differ from values on Table 3 due to missing TL data of sampled fish.

B. R. WRIGHT AND | A. SORENSEN 1993
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Figure 10, Seasonal length-frequency distributions of largemouth bass in the Arizona Canal
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Figure 15, Seasonal length-frequency distributions of white amur in the Arizona Canal.
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Figure 17. Overall lepgth-frequency distributions {across
seasons) of roundrail chub in the Arizona Canal
(October 1992-July 1994).

Granite Reef Electrical Barrier Monitoring

To estimate fish immigration iato the
Arnizona Canal, we looked at fish collection data
from surveys (Jakle and Riley, unpubl. data}taken
berween Granite Reef Dam and the electric fsh
barrier. From 1991 to 1995, 17 fish species were
collected above the barrier (Table 9). Species
richness remained relatively stable, with a low of
9 species collected in 1951 and a high of 13 pecies
in 1992 and 1995. Percent species composition
varied across years. The most abundant speces (n
= 700) collected above the barrier for the 5yr
period were: desert sucker {29.7%), tilapia (Tapia
spp.; 16.5%), Sonora sucker (14.1%), channel
catfish (13.0%), and common carp (12.4%), The
least abundant species {n < 50) were: roundeal
chub, walleye, threadfin shad, bluegill, yellow
bullhead, white amur, and bigmouth buffalo

(ctiobus cyprinellus).

32 ARZONA GAME & Fiirt DEPARTMENT, TECH. REP 18

Percent spectes composition of tilapia and
common carp were highly variable between years.
In 1991, tilapia was the most common species
collected (n = 748) but they were absent from the
1995 survey. However, tilapia still ranked second
in overall relative abundance during this 5-yr
period. Common carp above the barrier were
rare to nonexistent between 1991 and 1993, but
their numbers increased in 1994 (n = 526) ranking
them highest in abundance. In the 1995 survey,
carp numbers again declined, but they still ranked
fifth in total abundance for the 5-yrs. The
abundance of both species above the barrier was
unusual when compared to our electrofishing
sampling downstream where carp were rare (n =
19) and tilapia were absent.

Experimental Fish Stockings

Channel Catfish (June-Stocking). Most June-
stocked catfish sampled were recovered within the
first 5 weeks after stocking (Fig.18). We sampled
161 (10.7%) fish from June 1993 through July
1994. Monthly and repeated-effort electrofishing
surveys captured 44 Junestocked channel catfish.
Twenty of these fish were collected during our
repeated-effort sampling (CPUE = 1.7 fish/hr).
We sampled 69 June-stocked channel catfish by
angling (CPUE = 1.1 fish/hr) and 1 fish by gili
net {CPUE = 0.1 fish/hr). We documented an
additional 41 fish harvested by public anglers, but
were unable to estimate the catch rate due to

]
{
{

{

Number of Fish Samipled

=y
”a,m
Weeks Aher Stocking R,

Figure 18, Recapture frequency of June-stocked channel
catfish across weeks after stocking for all sampling
methods (June 1993 - July 1994).
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Table 9, Summary of annual fish coliections between Granite Reef Dam and the electric fish barrier on the Arizona Canal for 1991.1995. Number of fish collectad {n), percent

species compotition (%), overall mean (), and wandard deviation (SD) given. See Table 2 for fish species codes.

kel ) 1992 1993 1994 1995 Overall Ovenall,
Specis A (%) n (% A n ) n ) " ) i D
CACL 51 562 459 £1.20 9 1518 470 M06 60t w3 1678 29.69 355,60 24579
Tillpia‘ 748 8238 (1] 6.10 109 17.06 5 0.36 0 o _ 930 16.45 186.00 317.43
CAIN n 231 163 1463 218 342 105 7.61 PY Y 795 14.07 159.00 102.59
ICPU 66 7% 19% 1759 134 2097 86 478 74 ot 73 13.02 147.20 89.19
CYCA 2 022 17 1.53 e 0 526 1.2 155 962 700 12.38 140.00 22,27
ONMY 1 041 11 10.14 2 329 103 7.46 167 1037 405 7.47 $1.00 9.7
MISA 2 022 32 2.87 2 1.29 2 3.04 30 1.86 127 2.25 25.40 15.06
MOMI 0 0 0 0 3 141 39 283 37 230 8s 1.50 17.00 19.53
PYOL 13 1.4) 11 0.9 2 [} | 12 Q.87 23 1.43 &l 1.08 12.20 746
cYLU + 044 B 29 5 078 0 0 s 0w 101 1140 13.28
GIRO 0 o 7 0.63 21 1.29 1 0.07 1 0.06 30 0.53 6.00 1.83
STVI 0 0 10 0.90 o o § 0.65 0 0 19 0.34 1.80 5.21
DOPE o c 1 0.0% 1 0.16 0 0 7 105 19 o.M 3180 7.40
LEMA 0 0 4 0.34 0 o 0 0 2 ol2 * 0.1t 1.20 1.79
cTD 0 0 0 0 R 2 0.14 0 e 2 0.04 040 049
AMNA 0 o 0 0 1 06 o 0 0 o 1 0.02 0.20 0.45
icey 0 ) 0 0 o o 0 0 1 0.06 1 0.02 0.20 0.43
Total 98  100%  LI14  100% 639 100% 1,380 100% 1611 100% 5652 100% - <

!'Tilspia w indeterminate species (Tilapia anres, T. mossambica, T. zilli)
VICCY w Ictiobus cyprinelins, Bigmouth buffalo

Source: Jakle and Riley, unpubl. data.

STYNYD LoT0NS WEATY KTvS THL NI AMTHSI LHOdS ¥ ONINIYINIVIA ONY ONIdOTIAIQ] 40 ALDEsSYId
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rmissing data. Six Junestocked channe! catfish
were collected from lateral traps during the 42-day
monitoring period. Lateral trap CPUE could not
be estimated due 10 irregular SRP water delivery
schedules,

Channel Catfish (July Stocking). The highest
number of July-stacked channel catfish sampled
were caught within the first 3 weeks aifter stocking
(Fig. 19). A total of 26 Julv-stocked oish (5.2%)
were collected between July 1993 and Julv 1994,
After the second channel catfish stocking, we
sampled both stocking groups concurrently,
Public anglers reported harvesting 2C Julv-stocked
fish, but we were unable to calculate CPUE.

Four fish were sampled by our angling efforts
(CPUE = 0.1 fish/hr). One July-stocked channel
catfish was collected from month!y electrofishing
surveys, and another was intercepted by the lateral
traps. Repeated-cffort electrofishing and gill
netting yielded no July-siocked channel catfish.

Rainbow Trout. Recapture frequency of
stocked rainbow trout was highest within the first
6 weeks after stocking (Fig. 20). Between
November 1993 and July 1994, 347 (15.8%)
stocked rainbow trout were caught. A total of
212 rainbow trout were sampled by electrofishing;
9¢C fish from repeated-effort collections (CPUE =
12.1 fish.'hr). Public anglers reported hanvesting
132 rainbow trouwt. During the 44-dav monitoring
period we collected 3 fish from the lateral traps.
No stocked rainbow trout were collected using
gill nets or during our angling efforts.

Stocked Fish Growth and Condinio=. Stocked
channel catfish and rainbow trout had no
substantial growth or improvement in well-being
(K and Wr} from the day of stock:ng through July
1994, Recaptured channel catfish decreased in
mean TL and weight, as well as phvsiological
condition (Table 10). However, mean TL and
weight of recapiured rainbow trout increased
shightly, but K and Wr declined berweer
November 1993 and June 1994 {Table 11}

Stocked Fish Movement. Most stocked fish
remained within the same area they were stocked
(channel catfish combit.ed = 99.4% and rainbow
trout = 95.5%). Stocked fish were never observed
to move upstream, but a2 number of them
gradually moved downstream over time. We
recaptured 100 rainbow trout (4,5%) and 13
channe! catfish (0.6%) downstream of the Site 3
stocking location. Movement occurred more
slowly as the distance and number of physica)
barriers (water control structures) increased.
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Figure 19, Recapture frequency of July-stocked channel
catfish across weeks after stock for all sampling methods
(July 1393 - july 1994).
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Figure 22, Recaprure frequency of November-sircked
rainbow trout across weeks after stocking for all
sumpling methods (November 1993 - Julv 1994).

Within the first 2 weeks after stocking, 85 of
those rammbow trout had moved 2.4 km
downstream 1o the first water comrol structure;
the lower boundary of Alternaie Site 3. After 4
weeks, 8 channel catfish were found at the same
location, Stocked rainbow trout were first
collected 5.6 km downstream at Site 2, after 7
weeks. Channel catfish were found at Site 2 after
12 weeks. Both species were collected from Site 1,
14.5 km downstream, after 17 weeks. No stocked
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Table 10. Size and physiological condition data for stocked and recaprured channel catfish (June and July-stock combined) in

the Anzona Canal. June 1993 to July 1954.

Standard Sample
Stocked Fish Mean Deviation Mirumum Maximurm Number*
Weight (g) 485.85 0728 120.00 1,199.% 793
Total Length (mm) 37756 47 84 132.00 54770 754
K Factor 0.87 0.26 .20 bR | 792
Relative Weight 96.34 0.8 19.69 49155 ™2
Standard Sample
Recaptured Fush Mean Deviation Mitimum Maximumn Number*
Weight () £45 69 271.62 117.00 1,614.¢ 121
Total Length (mm) 7413 51.61 251.00 522.00 124
K Factor 0.77 0.1 0.52 124 121
Relative Weight 84.81 13.16 56.61 1312% 121

Table 11. Size and physiological condition data for stocked and recaprured rainbow trout 1n the Arizona Canal, November

1993 to July 1994

Standard Sample
Stocked Fish Mean Deviation Minimum Maximum Number*
Weight (g) 193.98 4305 §2.00 45.00 2.189
Total Length (mm) 251.20 16.88 140.2C ErERe 1,191
K Facror i.21 0.13 G52 1% 2,182
Relative Werght 109.54 12.2% 4343 19193 2,182

Standard Sample
Recaptured Fuh Mean Deviation Minimum Mazimum Number®
Weight (g) 19436 4449 132.0C 3700 50
Tota! Length {mm) 267.70 20.59 227.0C 0
K Factor 1.0 A 0.7% 1.26 50
Relative Weighn 91.79 10.09 69.81 1357 50

* Sample numbers for size and physiological daxa are different from the total number of fish samnpled due 10 missing TL and

weight data.
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rainbow trout or channel catflish were caprured
upsiream of Site 3.

Fish Loss to Lateral Canals. A towal of 122 fish
representing 6 species were collected from the 5
fish traps during the 86 days of monitoring.

Three ramnbow trout {0.1% of total stucked) and 8
channel catfish {0.4% of total stocked) were lost 10
lateral camals (Fig. 21). Stocked fish made up 9.1%
of the total percent species composition tound in
the traps. The remainder were yellow bullheads,
bluegill, and green sunfish (collectivelv 25 4%) and
native suckers (60.6%). Fish that could not be
identified comprised 4.9% of the total. More fish
were collected by the traps during the summer (»
= 106) than during the winter {n = 16). No
stocked fish were found in the Skunk Creek
demossing dump.

Potential Fish Tissue Contaminants

Composites of control and recapiured fish
tissues haa low or no concentratior- of the 129
EPA priority pollutants {Appendix E}. Phenols
and cresols, ethers, phthalate esters, polyeyelic
aromatic hvdrocarbons, and nitrosamines were
not detected in the fish. Pesticides such as aldrin,
chlordane, DDT, dieldrin, endnin, heptachlor, and
heptachlor epoxide were found in minor
quantities, but well below Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) Action Levels (Peterson
1987). Mercury and PCB concentrations were
also well below FDA Action Levels. Dioxin
{TCDD) was not detected in any rainbow trout
samples. and onlv at trace levels 1n the channel
catfish samples. A few asbestos fibers were
detected in the June samples of recaptured
rainbow trout and channel catfish.

Concentrations of metals 2ad inorganics were also
tow in fish samples. Except for methylene
chloride and chloroform, ne halogenated aliphatics
were detecied.

Sample numbers of fish for contaminant
analysis were very low. One channel catnish
composite and 2 rainbow trout composites (3 fish
each) were analyzed from the June and November
stocking groups for baseline contaminant levels.
These fish were taken directly from the hatchery
and preserved immediately. Recaptured channel
catfish with exposure iniervals of 9, 12, and 13
months after stocking {1 fish each) were tested.
All recaptured channe} catfish for contaminant
analysis were from the original June stock.
Rainbow trout samples had exposure periods of 5
months (2 fish composite} and 7 months (1 fish)

36 ARIZONA GAME & FIsH DEPARTMENT, TECH, REP. 18

Figure 2], Lateral canal siphon used to transfer canal
water for irngation and municipal use.

after stocking. Low recapture success over time
prevented the submission of more fish in each
composite, Sample numbers were also limited by
the high costs of laboratory analysis.

Aquatic and Terrestrial Vegetation Control

Szit River Project uses a combination of
biological. chemical, and mechanical methods to
control aquatic and terrestrial vegetation in and
along the canals (G. Elliott, Salt River Proj., pers.
comrm.un.). Locations of herbicide use and white
amur stocking were identified in the SRP canal
systemn {Fig. 22).

Since 1989, SRP has stocked sterile white
amurs (Fig. 23) into the Arizona, Cross-Cut,
South, Tempe, Consolidated, and Eastern canals
1o biologically control aquatic vegetation. These
fish have been highly effective and have reduced
or eliminated the need for chemical applications in
stocked reaches. During annual dewaterings, SRP
has committed substantial resources towards the
salvage and upstream relocation of white amurs.

B R. WRIGHT AND | A. SORENSEN 1995
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Figure 22 Locations of herbicide use and white amur stocking by SRP in the canal system (1993).

Figure 3. A white amur stocked by SRP to biologically comtrol aguatic vegetation in the canals.

B. R. WRIGHT AND J. A. SORENSEN 19%5 ARIZONA GAME & FIsH DEPARTMENT, TECH. Rep. 18 37




- - FEASIMLITY OF DEVELOPING AND MAINTAINING A SPORT FISHERY IN THE SALT RIVER PRORECT CANALS —————

Management of white amur populations includes
reducing the number of dewatered canal sections
each year to increase carry-over of fish.

Chermical control of aquatic vegetation was
accomplished using several herbicides: Hydrothol-
191® (¢ndethall), Magnacide H® (acrolein), copper
sulfate, and Rodeo® (glyphosate). Endothall and
acrolein are lethal to fish even in low
concentrations, and these herbicides are not used
in canal sections where white amurs are stocked
(G. Elliott, Salt River Proj., pers. commun.).

On the Consolidated Canal, endothall was
used from Baseline Road to Pecos Road, while
acrolein was applied downstream of the Chandler
Water Treatment Plant. Endothall was also used
on the lower portion of the Eastern Canal
(downstream of Baseline Road). On the Grand
and Western canals, acrolein was applied to canal
segments below water treatment plants. Both
acrolein and endothall were applied biweekly,
beginning in February and ending in November.
Deviations from these established application
schedules varied when seasonal growth patterns of
vegetation warranted applications. On rare
occasions, copper sulfate was used on the
Consolidated Canal to control algal blooms that
created taste and odor problems in drinking water.
For the Arizona Canal, acrolein was applied only
in a lateral canal near 73rd Avenue.

Canal bank vegetation was controlled using
Rodeo®. Canal banks were treated in the spring,
midsummer, and fall. Spraying was terminated
just upstream of water treatment plants to
minimize water contamination.

Mechanical methods for controlling aquatic
vegetation involved the use of large, heavy-gauge
steel grates anchored to demossing bridges that
span the canals. Demossing bridges snag
vegetation being transported downstream. These
bridges were present along each of the major
canals except the Cross-Cut Canal.

Abiotic Factors

Water quality of the Arizona Canal was
investigated to determine if any physical or
chemical parameters exceeded tolerance levels for
fish survival. Mean values and standard deviations
of water quality measurements by site are
compiled in Table 12. Water temperatures peaked
in August, and declined rapidly in Ocrober (Fig.
24). Seasonally, dissolved oxygen (DO) levels
were highest in February through August, and

then dropped during September through
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November (Fig. 24). During this study, the
lowest recorded DO level was recorded in January
from a portion of the Arizona Canal that was not
fully dewatered.

The other 7 SRP canals had basic water
quality and water transparency values comparable
to the Arizona Canal. Mean values and standard
deviations for these measurements are listed in
Appendix F.

Biotic Factors

Chiorophyll a. The Arizona Canal had low-to-
moderate concentrations of CHLA, indicating a
fair amount of primary production by
phytoplankion was occurring (Table 13). Primary
production in the other SRP canals was similar to
the Arizona Canal (Appendix F).

Benthos. Eighteen macroinvertebrate taxa
were collected from the Arizona Canal (Table 14),
The dominant tazonomic group was
Pleuroceridae, followed by Oligochaeta, and
Corbicula spp. Chironomids were the most
abundant insects. Crayfish (Procambarus clarki)
were not found in any of our benthic samples but
were observed when electrofishing,

Stations ACH3 and ACI3 had the greatest
abundance of benthic organisms (Table 15). By
contrast, Station ACF3 and ACG3 had lower
standing stocks of invertebrates.

Zooplankion. Eighteen taxa of true
zooplankton were callected from the Arizona
Canal (Table 16} and collectively were the most
abundant (59.5%) group found in the water
column. True zooplankton taxa included
nematodes, rotifers, and microcrustaceans {(e.g.,
copepods, cyclopods, amphipods, cladocerans, and
ostracods). As a group, aquatic and terrestrial
insects were second most abundant (38%) followed
by non-insects (2.5%). No organisms from the
phylum Annelida were collected from the water
column. Zooplankton densities in the Arizona
Canal were highest a stations ACC3, ACE3, and
ACB3 (Table 17).

Public Opinion Survey

A random cross-section of licensed anglers and
the general public was contacted from all regions
of Maricopa County (Table 18). The estimated
sampling error was 35.8% for the Licensed
Angler Survey and $4.1% for the General Public
Survey (P = 0.05).

Survey results indicated a high level of interest
in a proposed canal fishery program. Sixty-eight
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Table 12. Mean values (x) and standard deviations (SD) for water temperature (C), pH, dissolved oxvgen (mg/L), specific
conductivity {mS/em), worbidity (NTU), and Secchi depth (m) measurements for each station on the Arizona Canal n=
636), February 1992 to July 1994.

Water Dissolved Specific Secchy

Temperature pH Oxvgen Conductivaty Turbidity Depth
Station X SO x SO X D % sD x S0 x sh
ACA2 17.1 4.7y 8.14 {0.29) 952 {162} 39523 (111.72)y 17 (153 C©9 (0.3}
ACR) 18.5 4} 827 {0.39) 1090 (263} 32389 {19285 20 {3841 1.1 0.2)
ACC3 18.4 (43 812 (039 979 (197 507.13 (186.77) 15 (132 10 ©.4
ACD3 19.4 @7 8219 (042 1090 (2% 49081 {(21340) 38 {s6.8) 0.7 .5
ACE} 19.6 (4% B.09 (¢35 1004 {1.8]} 50242 kS ) I {49.1) 0.7 (0.3
ACF3 205 (5.2) 817  (C.69) 964 (200 5l64s 12530 21 (319 0% .4
ACG3 19.8 (54) 825 (06 959 (185 5C69” 21242 18 {260 09 0.5
ACH) 199 6 797 (049 934 (194 56137 (2425¢) 21 (385 14 0.4
ACH pivks) (550 7.99 0.54) 8% (1.83) 5127 {21564} 15 {30.8) 1.2 {0.4)
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Figure 24 Seasonal mean water temperature and dissolved oxygen (across stations) for the Arizona Canal (1993-1994).
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Table 13, Mean CHLA values (mg/m’), CHLAPHEA ratio values, standard deviations, and sample
number for each station on the Arizona Canal, January 1993 10 July 1994.

Standard Standard

Habitat Mean Deviation Mean Deviation Sample
Station Type CHLA CHLA Ratio Rauo Number
ACA2 Run 1.24 2.97 1.3 Q.15 16
ACB3 Run 1.17 0.91 1.2 0.14 16
ACC) Run 1.82 1.20 1.3 0.15 15
ACD3 Run 1.43 1.26 13 Q.15 13
ACE} Run 1.38 1.50 13 0.18 16
ACF3 Run 0.65 0.42 1.3 0.24 7
ACG) Pool 1.16 1.25 13 0.18 12
ACH3 Pool 1.23 2.34 1.4 0.23 12
ACI3 Pool 0.48 0.86 1.1 0.13 8

Processing chlorophvll 4 samples using a spectrophotometer.
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Table 14. Benthic macroinvertebraie mean standing stock (), standard deviation {SD), total coum,
and relative abundance from the Arizona Canal, all stations combined {n = 190), September 1993 1o
July 1994,

Standing stock

{no/m?
Taxonomic Group x SD  Total Count Percent Total
Insecta
Diptera {undetermined) 2.82 7.46 263 5.3
Chironomidae 5.46 17.49 510 10.2
Hemiptera .01 0.07 1 <0.1
Trichoptera 0.64 1.95 60 1.2
Ephemeroptera 1.38 8.08 129 2.6
Lepidoptera 0.03 0.12 3 0.1
Coleoptera {Carabidae) 0.01 0.07 1 <0.1
Non-Insecta
Bivalvia (undetermined) 0.0 0.07 1 <0.1
Corbicula spp. 6.98 14.08 652 13.1
Gastropoda (undetermined) 3.24 12.81 303 6.1
Pleuroceridae 16.4 30.61 1,532 307
Planorbidae 1.00 328 93 19
Physidae 0.50 1.21 47 0.9
Lymnaeidae £.13 0.34 12 0.2
Hirudinea 0.02 0.10 2 <0.1
Oligochaeta 14.2 3054 1,328 26.6
Nematoda 0.01 0.07 1 <Q.1
Ostracoda 0.50 319 47 0.9
Hydracarina c.02 0.10 2 <0.1
Unidentified Organisms 0.08 0.31 7 0.1
Overall Count 4,994 100%

* Incomplete or deteriorated samples were identified to lowest possible taxonomic level and classified as
“undetermined.”
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Table 15, Bemhic macroinvertebrate mean standing stock (x), standard deviation (SDY, and relative
abundance for each station on the Arizona Canal {# = 190), September 1993 10 July 1994,

Habiw Standing stock (no/m?)

Stauon Type ”
x SD n Abundance (%)
ACB3 Run 39.17 42.72 39 8.2
ACC3 Run 59.74 70.80 kle 12.2
ACD3 Run 47.23 4.97 23 97
ACE3 Run 36.3C 9.46 26 7.4
ACF3 Run 6.75 1.18 2 1.4
ACG3 Peol 25.16 4.66 19 5.2
ACH3 Pool 117.74 8.45 i7 24.1
ACDH Pool 155.76 414 14 31.9

Standard deviations are those of the mean density before conversion to numbers of organisms per
square meter.

The Arizonz Canal near Station ACD3 and Phoenix’s Squaw Peak Water Treatmene Plant.
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Table 16. Mean density of zooplankton (x) per 20 L, standard deviation (SD}, total count, and
relative abundance from the Arizona Canal, all stations combined {n = 178), December 1992 to July
1994,

Number per 20 L
Taxonomic Group X SD Total Count Percent Toud
True Zooplankon
Nemaroda 0.02 0.13 3 0.2
Rotifera Asplanchna, Enteroples, and 0.47 5.40 83 5.1
Euchlanis
Crustacea
Copepoda (undetermined) 0.02 0.13 3 0.2
Calanoida Leptodiaptomus 0.15 0.88 26 1.6
sicifiodes
Cydlopoida Naspliss, Diacyclops 2.03 4.42 362 222
thomass, and Paracyclops
Amphipoda 0.09 0.66 16 10
Anostraca 0.0t .07 1 6.1
Conchostraca 0.06 0.57 10 0.6
Cladocera Chydorus, Bosmina 2.08 5.69 372 2.8
coregoni, Diaphnasoma, Daphnia
galeats mendotae, and Ceriodaphria
Ostracoda 0.52 2.04 92 5.6
Aquatic and Terrestrial Insects
Dipters {Chironomidae and Tripulidae) 2.20 4.50 392 24.0
Coleoptera on 0.38 19 12
Ephemeroptera 0.29 150 51 31
Odonata {Anisoptera and Zygoptera) 0.42 N 74 4.5
Plecoptera 0.21 0.72 38 23
Trichoptera 0.02 0.13 3 0.2
Collembola 0.19 0.63 34 21
Hemiptera {Corixidae and Belostomatidae) 0.65 o022 9 0.5
Megaloptera (Corydalidae) oo ¢.11 2 0.1
Non-Insects
Tardigrada 0.05 0.29 9 Q.5
Mollusca
Gastropoda Campeloma and Limnaea 0.01 o.11 2 0.1
Bivalvia Pelecypoda
Miscellanecus 0.0 0.07 1 o1
Arachnida
Hydracarina 0.03 0.21 6 0.4
Hydra 0.12 0.58 2 13
0.0 007 1 a1
Total Count 1,631 100%

* Incomplete or deteriorated samples were identified to lowest possible taxonomic level and classified a5
“undetermined.”
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Table 17. Mean zooplankton density (%), standard deviation {SD), sample number, and relative
abundance for each station on the Arizona Canal {» = 178), December 1993 10 Juty 1994.

Station

Number per 20 L

SD

X n Abundance {%)
ACR3 10.22 13.43 23 15.4
ACC3 15.78 17.13 27 238
ACD3 8.75 17.51 24 13.2
ACE3 10.67 13.71 30 16.1
ACF3 240 1.78 10 3.6
ACG3 7.04 676 25 10.6
ACH3 418 N 13 6.6
ACI3 7.04 8.06 26 10.6

Table 18. Regional representation of survey respondeats in Maricopa County, May 1994.

Region Surveyed

Genera} Public Survey (%)

Licensed Angler Survey (%)

Phoenix

Southeast Valley {Tempe, Mesa,
Chandler, etc.}

West Valley (Glendale, Peoria,
Goodyear, e1c.)

Northeast Valley (Scottsdale,

Carefree, etc.)

Percent

Total

42

3e

17

11

10C

47
23

19

11

160
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percent of the licensed anglers and 51% of the
non-angling public indicated that they would be
somewhat or very likely to utilize the canals if 2
fishery program were developed (Table 19).
Demographically, the highest interest w-as among
males and younger residents (Table 20). A
conservative estimate of 750,000 annual angler-use
days was calculated (Appendix D). This number
was calculated from the number of licensed
anglers and non-anglers, percent of interested
respondents, and average number of days "very
likely" users would fish the canals. Percentages
and number of angler-nse days were adjusted
downward {based on interest level) 1o attain
conservative estimates.

In 1993, the estimated number of licensed
anglers in Maricopa County was 178,000. Based
On conservative estimales, 45,000 licensed anglers
{25.3%) would fish the canals — the number of
"very likely” respondents was adjusted downward
50% and "somewhat likely® respondents adjusted
downward 75%. The estimated number of non-
anglers, over age 14, in Maricopa Counry was
1,617,200 in 1993 (Dep. Economic Securiry 1993).
"Very likely” (adjusted downward 75%) and
"somewhat likely" {adjusted downward 90%)
respondents made up 8.0% of the toral, or
potentially 129,500 new anglers, showed an
interest in fishing the SRP canals {Appendix D).

Additionally, B0% of both interested anglers
and non-anglers indicated they would be willing
to purchase a special license to support an urban
canal fishery (Table 21). Median angler-use days
for 2 canal fishery were estimated to be > 11 days
annually based on licensed anglers and general
public responses (Table 22).

Respondents were asked what fish (species
unspecified) they would prefer, if the program
were developed (multiple choices were given —
percentages are not cumulative). Bass was the top
choice among licensed anglers (75%), followed by
catfish (39%) and trow (28%). General public
anglers showed similar preferences in species: bass
{62%), catfish (39%), and trowt (39%). The
interested non-angling public favored catfish
{45%), bass (36%), and trout (20%). Other fish
species, such as crappie and bluegill/sunfish were
listed but less often.

Respondents thar showed no interest in a
proposed canal fishery were asked to state their
main reasons for no interest. Of the licensed
anglers, 52% preferred to fish in rural areas, while
20% said they could not use their boat in the
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canal system. Fifty-cight percent of the combined
general public indicated they didn't like to fish.
Eleven percent said they preferred to fish in rural
areas, and 10% indicated they were 100 old or ill
to utilize the canals for spont fishing,

Most non-interested respondents reported
they stll would support the development of
proposed canal fishery program (Angler Survey
66% and General Public Survey 57%). Eighteen
percent of the licensed anglers and 21% of the
general public were opposed to the program.
Respondents that were "not sure” were closely
maiched to those opposed; i.e., Angler Susrvey
16% and General Public Survey 22%.
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Table 19. Interest of survey respondents in proposed SRP Canal Fishery Program, May 1994.

General Public Survey (%) Licensed Angler
Level of Interest Survey (%}
Angler Non-angler Combined

Very likely 49 20 26 13
Somewhat likely 3 31 31 35
Not very likely 9 16 14 il
Not at all likely 11 32 28 19
Not sure o 1 1 2
Percent Total 100 100 100 100

Table 20. Demographical detail of interested (% very/somewhat likely) survey respondents, May
1994,

General Fublic Survey (%) Licensed Angler
Survey (%)
Angler Non-angler Combined
Percent total 80 51 57 68
Gender
Male 78 56 62 70
Female 82 46 52 57
Age
Under 35 years 79 61 66 72
35 10 54 years 82 56 63 70
55 years & over 75 32 37 &5
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Table 21. Responses to "willing to pay" for an annual special license fee to fish in the SRP canals,
May 1994,

General Public Survey (%} Licensed Angler
Proposed Fee Cost Survey (%)
Angler Non-angler Combined

Nothing 13 4 7 17
Under $5.00 14 10 11 17
$5.00 10 $9.99 22 23 23 24
$10.00 to $14.99 31 28 29 n
$15.00 or over 14 22 20 8
Not sure 6 13 10 3
Percent total 100 100 100 100
Median Cost for those willing

to pay special fee to fish in the $10.71 $11.55 $11.25 $9.90

SRP canals.

Table 22. Frequency of canal fishery program use by survey respondents, May 1994,

General Public Survey (%) ' Licensed Angler
2ays per year use - Angler * Non-angler Combined - survey ()
1to 5 26 26 26 22
6to 10 9 22 18 24
11 to 20 21 15 17 26
21 or over 37 3 33 23
Not sure 7 6 ) 5
Percent Total 100 100 100 100
Median Number of Days 16.5 10.8 127 117
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DISCUSSION

Fish Surveys

Large canal systems are difficult to sarmple due
to high water velocities, steep banks, poor access,
and deep water (Mueller 1990). We believe that
Sites 5 and 7 were too deep 1o effectively ample
bottom-dwelling fish using elecrrofishing
techniques. As a result, the number of fisk
collected at these sites may be underestimared. In
addition, some species {e.g., Sonora and desert
suckers, largemouth bass, and rainbow trow) were
more effectively sampled using electrofishing than
other species (e.g., channel catfish). Electrafishing
is also biased towards larger fish; therefore, forage
fish and young-of-year fish may be
underestimated. More effective sampling methods,
such as block netting and dewatering the casal,
were not options available 1o us.

Species Diversity and Abundance. We foand
that species richness in the Arizona Canal x
species of fish - 17 introduced and 3 native} was
comparable to a previous study of fish in the SRP
canals. Marsh and Minckley (1982) surveyed most
of the SRP canal system in 1981 and found 23
species of fish (19 introduced and 4 native). These
researchers found the greatest numbers and
diversity of fish within the first few kilometers
downstream of the Granite Reef Dam.
Furthermore, beyond 25 km downstream ody a
few red shiners and western mosquitofish were
found, but most collecting sites yielded no fish at
all (Marsh and Minckley 1982). Marsh and
Minckley (1982) also noted that the fish faunz in
the canals were unstable and undergoing
numerous changes in species composition and
diversity. In contrast, we found species richzess
and relative abundance on the Arizona Canal were
higher at our lower sites compared to our upper
sites. We attribute these differences to: {1} the
arez of the canal system sampled, {2) sampling
gear; (3} duration of sampling; (4) seasons; and (5)
changes in canal management where only ponions
of the canals have been dewatered since the lxe
1980s.

We expected that CPUE of native suckers at
Site 7 would have been higher than our
downstream sites due to its distance downstream
of Granite Reef Dam, habitat, and lack of water
control structures. Site 7 was the closest fish
collection site to the Granite Reef Dam and
closely resembled habitat found in the Salt River.
While we found that Site 7 had a higher number
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of native suckers than our farthest downstream
sites (Sites 1 and 2), our data showed that natives
were most abundant at Site 3. We believe this
finding was due to the combination of fast-moving
water and shallow depth. Also in recent years,
reduced dewatering in this canal segment for

white amur management may explain a higher
abundance of fish due to carryover from year to
year,

Forage fish numbers and CPUE were highest
at our 3 lowest sites. The distribution of
threadfin shad at our lower sites may result from
high water velocities flushing fish downstream,
especially during summer when water demands
and flow volumes are high. Overbanging
vegetation on the earthen banks at Alternate Site
3 and Site 2 may have provided protection for
shad from large predators and high water
velocities. Metal grates wsed to prevent amurs
from escaping Skunk Creek Drain and other
laterals (Fig. 25), may also offer protection for
forage fish. We believe thar the increase in CPUE
for threadfin shad during Fall 1993 was the result
of natural reproduction in the canal, since shad
spawn during the spring and early summer
{Minckley 1973). Red shiners were most
abundant at Site 2. We believe the aquatic habitar
at this site was stressed from alum studge
discharges and storm runoff along dirt banks. Red
shiners tend to thrive in stressed or degraded
habitat (Minckley 1973),

Fignre 25. Metal grates at the end of the Arizona Canal,
Skunk Creek Drain.
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White amurs were collected from all fish
collection sites along the Arizona Canal; however,
the highest number were sampled at the farthest
downstream site {Site 1). A decline in CPUE in
Spring and Summer 1993 may be auributed 10 2
large fish kill in the lower half of the Arizona
Canal. Over 400 amurs were found dead
following a suspected chlorine discharge on May
15, 1993 by a water treatment plant. It is also
possible that our electrofishing efforts may have
contributed to some sptnal injury or mortaliry.

Resident game fish were collected from all
sites along the Arizona Canal, with the exception
of rainbow trout at Site 3. Game fish populations
tended to be highly variable depending on the site.
Largemouth bass CPUE was highest at Site 3,
probably due to abundant prey and quality
habitat at the end of the reach, Alternate Sie 3.
There were no physical barriers 1o limit fish
movement between these 2 sites. Preferred
habitat for largemouth bass includes earthen banks
and overhanging vegetative cover (Minckley 1973);
conditions that were found ar Alternate Site 3.

Excluding our experimentally stocked fish, the
number of rainbow trout collected during this
study was small (# = 11). Further, few resident
rainbow trout (n = 3) were collected from our
farthest upstream sites (5 and 7} over the course of
this study. Therefore based on our data, we could
conclude that few rainbow trout are emigrating
from the Salt River into the Arizona Canal.
However, the results from 5-yrs of fish barnier
surveys (Jakle and Riley, unpubl. data) found that
rainbow trout comprised over 7% of total number
of fish sampled. Over that same period, AGFD
has stocked the lower Salt River on a frequent
year-round basis with caichable rainbow trout (E.
Swanson, Aniz Game and Fish Dep., pers.
commun.). Furthermore, rzinbow trout are
stocked in winter months on the lower Verde
River by the Fort McDowell Indian Tribe (E.
Swanson, Ariz Game and Fish Dep., pers.
commun.). Therefore, it is apparent that
moderate numbers of these riverstocked rainbow
trout were emigrating 10 the Arizona Canal (E.
Swanson, Anz Game and Fish Dep., pers.
commun.). Therefore, the status of resident
rainbow trout in the Arizona Canal is unclear.

Size and Age Structure. We believe that
natural reproduction of largemouth bass occurs in
the Anzona Canal. Seasonal length frequency
graphs showed 16 fish with TL <120 mm, which
may have represented young-of-year fish.
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Largemouth bass spawn fro= April through June
{Minckley 1973). Also, young bass can grow to
around 125 mm TL by the end of their first
summer (Minckley 1973). Length measurements
of largemouth bass were highly variable and
indicated several age classes were present
throughout our study. We observed pairs of
mature fish guarding nests as well as numerous
juvenile fish that were not collected during
repeated-effort electrofishing in the last 2 sampling
seasons. It is uncertain to what extent bass
reproduction in the canal conmributes to a
catchable-size largemouth bass fishery.

The threadfin shad population in the Arizona
Canal was most likely maimained by natural
reproduction, but this was pot apparent in
seasonal length frequency graphs. Age classes of
young and mature fish may have overlapped in
these graphs due to fast growth rates. Threadfin
shad mature within a few wecks and may begin
spawning in their first year {Kimsey 1958,
Minckley 1973). Electrofishing bias towards larger
fish may have been another reason why young
shad were not encountered.

Red shiners appeared to have a single cohornt
during each season in the Arizona Canal, but they
may have an overlap of age dlasses similar to
threadfin shad. Red shiners spawn from March
through June (Minckley 1973). Natural
propagation of shiners was observed in the canal,
but very young fish were n& collected because
they escaped through the mesh of our dipner. On
many occasions we observed various sizes of fry
and juveniles rogether, often hiding in the shelter
of steps or other microhabrats along the canal
bank waterline.

Seasonal length frequency graphs of Sonora
suckers revealed a small cobon of juvenile fish
(TL <120 mm) that indicated 2 reproducing
restdent population. Sonora suckers generally
spawn between January and ealdy July (Minckley
1973). A distinct cohort of mawre fish was also
present in the canal. During our fish sampling,
we noticed many suckers were tuberculate (e.g.,
small bumps along the anal and tailfins) and had
deformed anal fins which may be the result of
building redds.

Desent suckers appeared to have reproduced
successfully in the canal. We observed similar
tubercles and deformed fins on this sucker species
as well. According 1o Minckley (1973), desent
suckers spawn in late winter and early spring.

Leagth frequency graphs show distinct cohorts of
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juveniles in both summer seasons. Aa overlap of
age classes may have occurred in the first 3
seasons as TL ranges reached a minimam of 40
mm in the first groups.

We did not find any evidence of reproduction
by white amurs in the Arizona Canal, which SRP
introduced as a sterile population. No juvenile
amurs were collected, but growth of mature
individuals appears to have occurred based on our
seasonal length frequency graphs. The largest
amurs collected during this study had TL >700
mm and weighed over 4 kg. In October 1994, 2
Glendale angler caught a state record white amur
with a TL of 838 mm and a weight of 7.2 kg from
Alternate Site 3 on the Arizona Canal E.
Swanson, Ariz. Game and Fish Dep., pers.
commun.). A distinct cohort in Spring 1994 was
probably a result of annual SRP amur stockings.
All the amurs appeared 10 meet the minimum
head width requirement of the AGFD stocking
permit.

Yellow bass in the Arizona Canal may be
reproducing based on several juveniles with
lengths <80 mm that were collected during our
study. Roundtail chubs, however, were all 2100
mm TL, and therefore, probably did sot result
from reproduction in the canal. Sample numbers
for both species were 100 low for reliable
evaluations. Other resident fish, including
channel catfish and rainbow trout, had insufficient
sample sizes to be evaluated.

Granite Reef Electrical Barrier Monitoring

Fish species from the Salt River watershed
immigrate into the canal sysiem according to
surveys (Jakle and Riley, unpubl. data) below
Granite Reef Dam. Desert and Sonora suckers
were well represented in these surveys and their
relative abundance was similar to that in the canal
below the fish barrier. Forage fish were poorly
represented in the bamer surveys, while large
numbers of these fish were found at downstream
sites. Only 19 threadfin shad were sampled above
the barrier, indicating either that few shad were
immigrating into the canals or they suffered heavy
predation by game fish above the barrier during
the dewatering period. Regardless, based on our
electrofishing datz we believe threadfin shad were
successfully reproducing at our downstream sites.

Common carp and tilapia were abundant
above the bammer during certain years, but they
were rare or noncxistent, respectively, in our
electrofishing sampling downstream. It has been
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speculated that these 2 species are highly sensitive
to electrical fields and avoid moving downstream
past the barrier (E. Swanson, Ariz. Game and Fish
Dep., pers. commun.), Tilapia absence in the
Arizona Canal may also be a result of winter kills
when water temperatures drop 10 10 C M. Jakle,
U.S. Bur. of Reclam., pers. commun.).

While the electric fish barrier was designed to
prevent fish from moving upstream, 2 SRP-
stocked white amurs, nevertheless, were captured
above the barrier in 1994. An investigarion
revealed that the Arizonz Canal barrier lost power
due to a brief power outage on December 23,
1993 (Salt River Proj. 19945). Based on our
observations, white amurs are strong swimmers
and capable of jumping several feet out of the
water. Evidently, these 2 fish were able 10 get
past the steep incline and kigh water velocity of
the barrier while the power was owr. Fortunately,
most amurs tend to migrate downsiream, based on
the numbers of fish that SRP regularly collects
and relocates from the end of the Arizona Canal
{B. Moorhead, Salt River Proj. pers. commun.).

Barmier fish data represented only 1 sampling
day per year, which may account for the high
variability 1n species composition and abundance.
Yet, previous studies have shown a similar
disparity in types and numbers of fish present in
the canal system (Marsh and Minckley 1982).

In January 1994 and 1995, the annual SRP
drawdown allowed AGFD an opportunity to
relocate largemouth bass, channel catfish, and
rainbow trout from the Anzona Canal into 2
Urban Fishing Program lakes. In the furure, both
game and nongame species captured above the
electric fish barrier and from dewatered areas
could also be relocated to partially dewatered
canal segments, or at designated fishing areas along
the Anizona Canal. Managing canal fish
populations through salvage and relocation should
improve angler success in these fishing areas.

Experimental Fish Stockings

Stocked Fish Survival. Stocked game fish
remained within canal reaches for long enough
periods 10 support a put-and-take sport fishery.
Most stocked game fish were not presem for more
than 2 months; bowever, some rainbow trout
persisted for at least 7 months and channel catfish
for as long as 13 months. It is unknown whether
these fish were harvested by anglers (unreported),
suffered other forms of monality, or immigrated
out of the system. I a stocking program is
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established, we amticipate that the best catch rates
would occur in the first 6 weeks after stocking,
This trend is consistent with previous studies
{(Edwards and Okamoto 1980, Landye and Waut
1985) where stocked game fish in urban lakes had
the highest harvest within the first 10 days after
release.

While unannounced, news of each
experimental stocking spread quickly and
numerous anglers were observed during our daily
activities. Not all the angiers observed were
interviewed. Some anglers may have been fishing
illegally and immediately depasted the arez when
we stopped to interview otbers. We behieve actual
public harvest of stocked fish was higher than
reported. Angling effort was not estimated.
Several anglers left phone messages, providing tag
numbers of fish caught, but little else. Most
anglers reported good catches and were highly
supportive of the fish stockings.

We compared our results 10 a previous
AGFD expenimental stocking on the Anizona
Canal (Sorensen 1990) that also revealed a large
percentage of unaccounted fish. During Winter
19$9-1990, 1,200 albino rainbow trout were
stocked at Site 2 near Glendale (Cholla) Water
Treatment Plant, 2 weeks prior to the annual
canal drawdown. The objectives of this test
stocking were to monitor fish movement and
survival. At the end of the study, only 51 albino
rainbow trout were recaptured. The remaining
95% of the stocked fish were not present when
that section of the canal was dewatered, nor were
any observed above the stocking site (Sorensen
1990). Only 1 public angler with a single
recapture was reported. Salt River Project
workers did not report seeing any trout in the
lateral canals, Six fish were found in the
precipitation basin of the Glendale {Cholla) Water
Treatment Plant {Sorensen 1990). What happened
to most of the stocked albino rainbow trout is
unknown,

No rainbow trout were found in the Arizona
Canal after July because warer iemperatures
increased beyond tolerance limits. As a cold-water
species, they experience physiological stress at
sustained temperatures above 20 C (Piper et al.
1983, Armour 1991).

Stocked Fish Growth and Condition. Presently,
the biotic conditions and relatively uniform
habitat of the Arizona Canal may restrict channd
catfish growth and prevent a successful put-grow-
take stocking program for this species. The lack
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of growth and decreased physiological condition
of channel catfish may have resulted from a
limited food base and lack of suitable shelter.
Catfish shelter was scarce in the canal due o
annual dredging and removal of debris by SRP.
Other contributing factors for poor catfish growth
could result from intraspecific or interspecific
competition for food, disease, internal parasites, or
unreported angler take of larger fish from catch-
and-release practices. Few external parasites were
observed on recaptured channel catfish. Water
quality does not appear to be a limiting factor in
channel catfish survival because we recaptured
channel catfish a year after stocking, and
numerous juvenile channel catfish were observed
as well. It should be noted that most of the
length and weight data on recaptured channel
catfish was obtained within the first few weeks
after stocking. This aspect coupled with low
sample numbers of older stocked fish may impart
a sampling bias 1o growth data.

Our estimated K and Wr values on recaptured
channel catfish from the Arizona Canal were
comparable 10 the results of other studies of
southwest fisheries. McCarthy and Marsh (1982}
reported mean K values of 0.72 from channel
catfish in the Coachella Canal, while Lake
Pleasant, Arizona, had mean K values of 0.81 in
1988 and 0.82 in 1989 (Morgensen 1990). Relative
weight of Lake Pleasant channel catfish was
estimated at 94. A Wr value of 100 is considered
ideal, but as a fish reaches full maturity Wr values
tend to decrease {Anderson and Gutreuter 1983).

A put-grow-take stocking program for
rainbow trout would not be feasible. High water
temperatures during the late spring months would
likely prevent growth, and reach jethal limits
during the summer {Piper et al. 1983, Armour
1991). While rainbow trouwt growth was fair
during the winter season, average well-being did
not improve in the Arizona Canal. The same
conditions that limit growth in stocked channel
catfish probably apply to rainbow trout,

Stocked Fish Movement. Fish movement
downstream should not be a problem in
destgnating public fishing areas along the Arizona
Canal. Withia 1-yr, most stocked game fish
{channe! catfish = 99% and rainbow trout = 95%)
remained within the same reach (between wpper
and lower water control structures) in which they
were stocked, The fish that did migrate
downstream moved approximately 0.8 10 4.0 km
per week poststock. Fish movement is a
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relatively unimportant factor in companson to
angler harvest; most of the stocked fish were
caught within the first 6 weeks. After this peried,
catch rates (all methods) for stocked fish dropped
greatly. Stocked fish that moved through water
control structures were never recaptured above
those barriers. Likewise, no stocked fish were
collected above the Site 3 stocking locatton. We
believe that the design of these radial gates
prevents fish from traveling upstream due to high
velocity, bottom-released water.

Fish movements were similar to a previous
test stocking between 1989-1990 at Site 2
(Sorensen 1990). Within 2 weeks poststock,
several rainbow trout had travelled downstream
8.0 km to Site 1, Skunk Creek Drain. No stocked
fish had been sampled upstream of the water
control structure ai Station ACF3 — the upper
end of Site 2 (Sorensen 1990}.

Fish Loss to Lateral Canals. Fish loss to the
lateral canals should not be a major concern for a
proposed sport fish stocking program. For up to
6 weeks poststock, low numbers of fish were lost
to the lateral canals around the stocking area.
Three rainbow trout and 8 channel catfish were
collected from the fish traps. No stocked fish
were found at the demossing dump at Site 1.
Most of the stocked fish sampled remained in the
main canal.

Vertical steel grates that cover openings to all
lateral canals and siphons were designed o
prevent stocked white amurs from escaping. The
space between grates was typically 50.8 mm wide.
In addition, al} stocked amurs have head diameters
>57.2 mm wide (B. Moorhead, Salt River Proj,,
pers. commun.). These grates may also preclude
larger gamne fish from leaving the main canal and
provide habitat and protection for small fish as
well as forage fish. Some species may select these
openings as preferred habitat. Based on our fish
trap data, narrow-bodied fish moved freely
between the grates, and we observed numerous
bluegill and green sunfish within and around these
lateral canal openings.

Seasonal flows, flooding effects, and heavy
water siphoning may influence the number of fish
leaving the main canal through the Jaterals. High
main canal velocities during summer flows may
force some lentic-adapted species to seek the
shelter of lateral canal openings. Opened siphons
can have water velocities strong enough 1o draw

small fish out of the system. Larger fish, such as
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stocked rainbow trout and channel catfish, would
be able o overcome strong currents.

Potential Fish Tissue Contaminants

We were unable to conclude if consumption
of stocked fish from the Anzona Canal would
pose a serious public health risk. Recaptured fish
composites from the Arizosa Canal were found to
contain little or no amounts of the 129 priority
pollutants tested. Some metals and inorganics
were expected to be found; copper, selenium, zinc,
and possibly arsenic, which are essential for fish
survival (Peterson 1987). Quantities of cerain
halogenated aliphatics were also expected.
Methylene chloride was used as an extraction
solvent for gas chromatography/mass
spectrophotometry in semivolative analysis, and
may be present in control and recapture
composites from possible laboratory
contamination. In addition, both methylene
chlonde and chloroform are byproducts of the
chlorination process for drinking water. The
water treatment plants along the Arizona Canal
discharge alum sludge, which may contain both
compounds, into the canals.

Concentrations of aldnin, chlordane, DDT,
dieldrin, endrin, heptachlor, heptachlor epaxide,
mercury, and PCBs were well below FDA Action
Levels (Peterson 1987). The FDA established
maximum concentration levels for these
substances in human foods for safe consumption.
However, FDA Action Levels for the othe 120
EPA priority pollutants have not been set, and
safe concentration limits vary according to
d:fferent regulatory agencies.

We must emphasize that AGFD is nota
regulatory agency for classifying limits of toxic
substances in human foods. Therefore, AGFD
cannot declare fish from the SRP canals as safe or
not for consumption. Qhur results were for
analytical purposes only, and were intended to
provide a rough estimate of contaminant levels
found in fish tissues. Our low sample pumber (3
control composites and 5 recapture compostes)
may be inadequate to properly determine
contaminant levels, but high costs of laboratory
analyses prohibited testing additional samples.
Extensive contaminant testing of native and
resident game fish in the Anzona Canal wese
beyond our budget constraints. Based on the
small sample number, interpretation of these

results should be made with caution.
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Abiotic Factors

Water quality values in the Arizona Canal
were within normal ranges for an aquatic system
of this design, and would not impair the success
of a canal sport fishery for warm-water speces,
Temperature, dissolved oxygen, pH, and
conductivity in the Arizona Canal were similar to
results of a 1986-1989 study of the CAP Aqueduct
{Mueller 1990). Mueller (1990) reported ranges for
water temperature between 9.1 and 29.9 C, DO
from 6.0 to 12 mg/L, pH between 7.3 and 10, and
conductivity between 820 and 946 mS/cm.

Seasonal water temperature extremes would
not seriously impact year-round survival of
changel catfish and largemouth bass, but it would
affect rainbow trout. The range of optimum
water temperature varies by species (Piper et al.
1983). As cold-water species, trout require
optimal temperatures between 10.0 and 15.5 C,
but they can survive temperatures up to 25.5 C
(Piper et al. 1983). Conversely, channel catfish are
a warm-water species and require optimal
temperatures between 21.1 and 29.4 C, but they
can survive temperatures up to 35.0 C (Piper et al.
1983). As water temperatures rise, fish metabolic
rates increase. Prolonged periods of high water
temperature cause stress or even mortality
(Armour 1991). High summer temperatures in
the Arnizona Cana! were beyond upper survival
limits for rainbow trout,

Recorded DO and pH levels in the Arizona
Canal are satisfactory for fish survival. Fish
become stressed when levels of DO are <5.00
mg/L, and death may occur when DO 15 <100
mg/L {Piper et al. 1983). The optimum range of
pH for cold-water species is 6.5 1o 8.0, while
warm-water species prefer pH of 7.5 to 9.0 (Piper
et al. 1983). Dissolved oxygen levels were stable
throughout most of the year, except dunng the
Fall when mean levels dropped 10 7.23 mg/L. We
do not know what caused this decrease in DO.
High water temperatures, which negatively affect
DO saturation levels, also dropped in the Fall.
Stable DO levels are probably maintained by
regular water releases through water control
structures along the length of the canal. The low
DO level in January (6.48 mg/L) was the result of
sampling stagnant, shallow water at a few stations
during the annual canal dewatering. Our
December and February measurements of DO are
maore representative of winter conditions in the

canal.
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Biotic Factors

Chlorophyll a. Waters of the Arizona Canal
yielded levels of primary productivity sufficient to
provide a moderate food base to support a canat
put-and-take sport fishery. Quantitative estimates
of lotic and lentic primary production have used
CHLA:PHEA as a standard estimator of
phytoplankton physiological condition (Standard
Methods 1989). Marsh and Fisher (1987) found
that the Arizona Canal was autotrophic and
exported organic matter. Comparative
information regarding primary production within
urban canals, specifically CHLA values and ratios,
is scarce. A study of mean CHLA values of Lake
Pleasant between 1987 and 1989, ranged from 1.7
to 19.5 mg/m’ and ratios of 1.4 1o 1.7 (Morgensen
1990). The Arizora Canal had a mean
CHLA:PHEA ratio of 1.3, which was equal to or
slightly lower than the other major SRP canals.
Individually, the Consolidated, Eastern, and Cross-
Cut canals had slightly better primary
productivity (ratio of 1.4). However, greater
applications of biocides or herbicides by SRP in
these canals would make them less desirable for a
potential sport fishery.

Benthos. The Arnizona Canal supported a
substantial diversity of benthic fauna but in low
abundance. The number of benthic
macroinvertebrate taxa found in our study (18
taxa) closely compares with other studies on canal
benthic fauna. A study on California’s Delta-
Mendota Canal (Eng 1974) reported 21
invertebrate species collected from sediment
deposits, and an additional 10 species found in
earthen portions of the canal. Marsh (1983) found
15 different taxa in a large lateral channel of the
SRP Consolidated Canal. A simtlar study was
conducted on southern California’s Coachella
Canal where 19 different invertebrate taxa were
identified (Marsh and Stinemetz 1983).

Gastropods were more abundant (60% species
composition) in the Arizona Canal than
documented in other studies. In companson to
the Delta-Mendota Canal, Eng (1974, 1975)
reported the Astatic clam {Corbicula flumines = C.
manilensis) had the highest abundance, Asiatic
clam was also the most dominant taxon found in
the Coachella Canal study (Marsh and Stinemetz
1983). The Coachella also contained high
densities of oligochaetes, chironomids, and
tnchopterans. In Lateral 95 of the Consolidated
Canal, oligochaetes were most abundant, followed
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by C. fluminea, chironomids, and
ephemeropterans (Marsh 1983),

In other studies, Asiatic clams were an
important food source for channel catfish (Turner
1966, Minckley 1982). Minckley (1982) found
Corbicula was eaten by common carp, channel
catfish, yellow bullhead, and largemouth bass in
the lower Colorado River. He also reported that
carp had the highest consumption of clams.
Prokopovich (1968) noted that young Corbiculs
were preferred fish food and were often sold in
bait shops. Crayfish were a major food source for
trout, bass, carp, and especially catfish (Minckley
1982). Additional research is required to evaluate
fish foraging and dietary needs in the canals.

In the Arizona Canal, the preference and
foraging on gastropods and oligochaetes by fish is
unknown. Invenebrate species abundance may
not be comparable to the food requirements of
canal fish. Aquatic insects, especially dipterans,
are a regular source of food for many fish species.
Marsh (1981} reported that channel catfish in the
Coachella Canal fed primarily on aquatic insects
{i.e., Trichoptera, Odonata, Lepidoptera, and
Chironomidae). However, Marsh (1981) also
noted that threadfin shad and Corbicula, while
abundant in the Coachella Canal, were not used as
primary food items for channel catfish.

Based on our collections, the Arizona Canal
supports a relatively low density of benthic fauna
compared to other canals. Marsh (1983) reported
a total benthos density of 14,802 individuals/n?
from Lateral 9.5 of the Consolidated Canal. The
Coachelia Canal supported mean densities of 158
1o 3,678 individuals/m’ {(Marsh and Stinemetz
1983). In both of these studies, sampling areas on
the Coachella Canal and Lateral 9.5 of the
Consolidated Canal had earthen banks and
bottom.

Concrete-lined areas of the Arizona Canal had
a higher abundance of benthic fauna than areas
with carthen banks and bottom. In our study,
approximately 90.3% of the Arizona Canal was
concrete-lined. Alternate Site 3, half of Alternate
Site 2, and Site 2 {including Stations ACF3 and
ACG?3) had earthen bagks and bottom. Both
ACF3 and ACG3 had the lowest mean density of
benthic invertebrates. Salt River Project
eventually plans to line the entire Arizona Canal
with concrete (o increase water transport
efficiency and reduce water loss by seepage,
Sedimem deposits are common within the
Arizona Canal, regardless of concrete-lined or
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earthen substrate. High water velocities and
fluctuating flows in the canal scour Ioose bottom
sediments in areas of runs and riffles. Sediments
settle o in pool areas, typically upstream of
water coatrol structures,

Sedmnent deposits in the Arizona Canal were
mostly the result of alum discharges (a very fine,
inert filtrate) from the 3 municipal water
treatment plants (Fig. 26). These facilities were
located 2 ACD3, at Alternzte Site 3, and berween
Stations ACF3 and ACG3. A fourth water
treatment plant is planned 1o be constructed near
Site 1 (ACH3), by the City of Peoria. Additional
sources of sediment result from surface runoff on
the uppar banks, floodwater drainages during
heavy ramns, and airborne deposits of soil and dust.
This runoff material was more heterogenous in
quality (Bne and coarse paruculates). It is
unknows if benthic species prefer either
heterogezous sediment deposits to those mostly of
alum composition.

Fipere 26 Alum sludge from Glendales Cholla Water
Treatment Plant, downstream of Site 2, was pumped into
the Arizom Canal creating heary rbidiry.

ARIZGNA GAME & FISH DEPAXDEENT, TECH, Rep. 18 55




== = FEASBILITY OF DEVELOPING AND MAINTAINING A SPORT FISHERY (N THE SALT RIVER PROJECT CANALS ——————

During the annual drawdowns, SRP
maintenance crews dredge the dewatered portions
of the Arizona Canal and remove most of the
sediment deposits containing benthic fauna, thus
greatly impacting benthic biomass available to
fish. Those species better adapted for concrete-
lined banks/bottom and fast population recoveries
would be favored. Curremly, the quantity of
sediment being dredged appears to be adequate to
support a fair number of invertebrates. It is
anticipated that sediments will decrease in the
future due to recent actions by the Eavironmental
Protection Agency that would require the water
treatment plants to reduce or eliminate their alum
and filter backwash discharges into the SRP
canals, '

Zooplankton. We found a high number (» «
38) of zooplankton taza in the Arizona Canal, but
at low total densities & <5/20 L) which might
hinder a canal put-grow-take sport fishery. A
similar study on the Delta-Mendota Canal,
California, by Eng (1974) collected only 14 genera
of zooplankton. Eng {1974) reported a high
abundance of rotifers, cladocerans, and copepods
from 3 sampling locations in the large, concrete-
lined Delta-Mendota Canal. The Anzona Canal
zooplankton population was comprised mostly of
true zooplankton {cladocerans and copepods) and
aquatic insects (dipterans). The refative caloric
value of each zooplankron species to foraging fish
is unknown. However, previous studies
(Minckley 1982) have shown cladocerans and
copepods are consumed by threadfin shad, red
shiner, rainbow trout, and largemouth bass. Bass
have also been found 1o feed on ostracods.
Dipteran larvae, especially chironomids, are a
popular food source for most species (Minckley
1982).

Pubtic Opinion Survey

Results from the public opinion survey show
strong public support for establishing a sport
fishery in the SRP canal system. Most anglers and
non-anglers reported they would be interested in
fishing in the canals. Based on respondents’
interest, nearly 130,000 new anglers would
participate in this canal fishery program resulting
in the sale of additional licenses and tackle.
A canat fishery would supplement AGFD’s
popular Urban Fishing Program, which stocks
rainbow trout and channel catfish in selected
urban lakes in the Phoenix and Tucson
metropolitan areas. A eanal stocking program
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would add approximately 750,000 annual angler-
use days and additional revenues from special use
fees. Currently, the AGFD Urban Fishing
Program generates an estimated 400,000 annual
angler-use days from 12 lakes within Phoenix and
Tucson {E. Swanson, Ariz. Game and Fish Dep.,
pers. commun.}. Urban fishing licenses cost
$12/yr for both residents and nonresidents. Based
on our survey, the canal fishing program is
projected to add $1.55 million in revenues from
an estimated sale of 129,500 pew licenses.
Realistically, it is unlikely that this sum would be
generated, but even a fraction would be 2 sizeable
source of revenue to support a canal sport fishing
program.

A stocking program would be necessary in
the Arizona Canal to meet angler preferences and
demand. Respondents showed a high preference
for bass, followed by catfish and trout (species
unspecified). Largemouth bass, channel catfish,
and rainbow trout are found within the Arizona
Canal, but their immigration from the upstream
watershed appears to be low. Stocking game fish
would boost the number of fish available 10
anglers. Arizona Game and Fish Department fish
hatcheries raise trout species for statewide
stocking efforts, and a limited production of
warm-water species. The Urban Fishing Program
utilizes private hatcheries for all rainbow trout
and channel catfish stockings. Catchable-sized
rainbow trout and channel catfish are regularty
stocked in the urban lakes, on a biweekly
schedule; channel catfish in the summer and
rainbow trout in the winter (E. Swanson, Anz.
Game and Fish Dep., pers. commun.).

Evaluation of Fishing Access Sites

There are multiple locations along the
Arizona Canal that can be used as public fishing
areas. Most sites are near city parks, established
parking lots, and near residential areas {Appendix
A). The addition of safety railings, toilets, and
trash receptacles would improve several of these
locations at low expense. A few potential sites
may require new parking lots or use-agreements
with local businesses owning nearby lots. We
have identified the 5 best locations for fishing
access sites. These areas were regular sampling
sites during our study or near those sites.

Site 7. Scottsdale has created a recreational
nature park along the canal banks between Pima
and Hayden roads. This riverwalk is used for
jogging, biking, equestrian riding, and fishing. A
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small parking lot, dnnking fountain, and restroom
facilny are located op the north side of the canal
next to Pima Road (Fig. 27). Several trails lead
through the desert laadscaping and the nearby
flood-control corrider that runs parallel to the
canal. Residential neaghborhoods surround this
area and public acces is very good. No major
modifications would be required to upgrade this
fishing area. Adding safety railings and more
trash recepracles showld be sufficient.

i nfs-l“-'z Z

Figure 27, Nature pak along the Arizona Canal at
Hayden Road in Scottadale.

Stze 5. In Phoenix, the G.R. Herberger Park
15 adjacent to the Arzona Canal and makes an
1deal fishing access site {Fig. 28). Located between
Séth Street and 60th Street on Indian $chool
Road, this park has a fair-sized parking lot and
drinking fountains, bet no restrooms. Residents
use the canul banks for jogging, biking. and
fishing. Public access is good, but could be
improved by creating a pathway from the parking
lot to the cana: bank. Additional trash
receptacles, safery radiags, and restrooms would
upgrade this potentiad fishing site.

Ste 3 and Alternue Site 3. Between 35th
Avenue and 19th Avenue in Phoenix, the Arizona
Canal has good access for fishing. This reach runs
adjzcent to Cortez Pok, Merrocenter Mall, and
the Cave Creek Spors Complex. A popular bike
path runs along the morth side of the canal.
Cortez Park, at 35th Avenue, has sufficient
parking, restrooms, water fountains, and the only
urban fishing lake in she northwest metropolitan
area. This small lake artracts numerous anglers
from the surrounding neighborhoods. Most of
the anglers we interviewed along the canal
regularly fish Cortez Lake and utilize this canal
reach as an additiond fishing site (Fig. 29).
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Metrocenter and the Cave Creek Sports Complex
have extensive parking on the nonh side of the
canal that could be used by urban anglers. Safety
radings, restrooms, and trash receptacles would be
improvements to this canal stretch.

Below Site 2. Glendale’s Paseo Racquet Park
at 63rd Avenue and Thunderbird Road is an ideal
location for an established fishing site. The
Arnzona Canal runs adjacent to the park’s
extensive parking lot (Fig. 30). Restrooms, trash
comtainers, and drinking fountains are already in
place. To improve this fishing site the only
modifications necessary would be the addition of
safety railings and a walkway for physically-
challenged individuals from the parking lot to the
upper canal bank.

Figure 28. G.R. Herberger Park next to the Arizona
Canal on Indian Scheool Road east of S6th Street,
Phoenix.

ARIZONA GAME & Fistt DEPARTMENT, TECH. REP. I8 57




FEASIRILTIY OF DEVELOPING AND MADNTAINING A SPORT FIRIERY IN THE SALT RIVER PR EdT CANALS

iy '.l‘-'f

1
- -

\ B

]
R I

T S e

Figure 30. Glendale's Paseo Racquer Park at 63rd Avenue and Thunderbird Road is adjacent to the Asizona Canal.

58 ArZoNA GAME & Fror DEPARTMENT, TECH. REP. 18 B R. WRIGHT AND | A. SORENSEN 1995




FEASIBILITY OF DEVELOPING AND MAINTAINING A SPORT FISHERY IN THE SALT RIVER PROJECT CANALS

blank page

B R. WRIGHT AND | A. SORENTEN 1993 ARZONA GAME & FIsH DEPARDMENT, TECH, Rep, 18 59




TLacrmir e o Priris 1 anmes snir B d oo s menn e 2 Boames Facase ..

L]

DL VAL PRI VP WEr Ao e

ep VA Ngid

60  ARZONA GaME & Fisx DEPARTMENT, TECZE REP. 18 B R. WRIGHT AND | A. SORENSEN 1995




- === - FEASIBIITY OF DEVELOPING AND MAINTAINING A SPORT FISHERY IN THE SALT RIver PROJECT CANALS - —— —

MANAGEMENT OPTIONS

Currently, fisheries management activities by
AGFD and SRP are limited to selectively
salvaging and relocating fish, particularly white
amurs, during annual dewatering of the Arizona
Canal. Under a "no action” option, AGFD and
SRP would continue these management activities.
Other SRP canal and water operations and
management activities would continue unaffected.
No physical changes either in the canals or along
canal banks would be included.

The Arizona Canal currently supports at least
20 different fish species, including largemouth
bass, yellow bass, channe] cathsh, and rainbow
trout; however, game fish numbers are small
{(5.1% of the total catch). Without active fisheries
management, game fish numbers will probably
remain at current low levels. Recreational fishing
opportunities wili remain poor, and will probably
be limited to the occasional angler that currently
fishes the canal.

The active fisheries management actions that
follow are directed specifically to the Anzona
Canal, and we caution the reader that these
options may not be suitable on the other SRP
canals whose biological resources were not
examined during this study. We separated
management options inte 6 categories: program
administration and licensing, physical and
biological enhancements, fish stocking, monitoring
activities, public safety and liability, and future
research. These options should be viewed as
management components, that would be most
effective if conducted concurrently as opposed to
independently. We define an *Urban Canal
Fishing Program" as 2 managed urban fishery
restricted to the Arizona Canal.

Program Administration and License Funding
Base

An Urbap Canal Fishing Program (UCFP)
could be administered using 1 of 3 different
strategies: 1) keep the UCFP under the existing
Statewide Fishing Program; 2) expand the Urban
Fishing Program to include the UCFP; and 3)
establish the UCFP as an entirely new and
independent program.

Starewide Fishing Program. Managing the
UCFP under the statewide fishing program would
be advantageows because it would maintain the
existing license structure and regulations.

Currently, a statewide license is required to fish in
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the SRP canals. Also, public confusion over
regulation changes would be minimized.
However, drawbacks to this option are: (1)
inadequate pew revenues {0 cover program costs;
{2) additional administrative and law enforcement
personnel; and (3} additional responsibilities for
regional personnel. Revenues generated through
the current licensing structure may be inadequate
to cover the costs of the UCFP, particularly costs
of providing a put-and-take sport fishery.

Urban Fishing Program. The UCFP could be
incorporated into the existing Urban Fishing
Program. The UCFP could be modeled after the
Urban Fishing Program with revenues generated
from the sale of urban fishing licenses. The
current Urban Fish Biologist or 2 new
administrator could oversee this new program.
Advantages and disadvantages of this opuon
would be identical to these mentioned above
under the Statewide Fishing Program. Revenues
generated through new license sales may be
inadequate to cover the costs of the UCFP;
primarily, those costs of purchasing fish.

Urban Canal Fishing Program. This option
could create an independent UCFP requiring a
special canal fishing license or a special-use stamp,
similar to that used on the Colorado River.
Special-use stamps would stil] require anglers to
purchase a regular statewide or urban license.
Funding for this program would be gencrated
from new license or stamp sales. The cost of a
new Jicense or stamp could be set at $12.00 based
on the willingness to pay results of our public
opinion survey as well as the current cost of a
regular state or urban fishing license. The UCFP
could be a separate program administered within
the AGFD Fishenies Branch or Field Operations,
Mesa Region.

Physical and Biological Enhancements

Physical and biological enhancements would
improve the quality of the canal fishery. Physical
enhancements include development of fishing
access sites (e.g., fencing, fishing platforms, and
safery railings), parking, physically-challenged
access, restrooms, and trash receptacles.
Development costs for fishing access sites could be
partially or wholly funded by tax monies from
the Sport Fish Restoration Act. Parking,
physicallychallenged access, restrooms, trash
receptacles, operation and maintenance costs could
be funded through the cooperative efforts of
AGFD, SRP, Maricopa Couaty, local cities, and
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fishing clubs. After the physical enhancements
have been created, revenues from license sales
could be used to administer the program as well as
make improvements to the program.

Biological enhancements include the use of
artificial fish habitats, such as ure-reefs. Tire-reefs
were tested on the Hayden-Rhodes Aqueduct of
the CAP and the Coachellz Canal in California
{Mueller and Liston 1991). These tire-reefs were
highly successful in increasing fish abundance.
They found that species diversity increased by
140% (i.e., from 5 1o 12 species). Artificial reefs
provided resting and feeding sites, spawning
habitat, escape cover, and additional food
organisms by increasing habitat diversity for
sessile invertebrates (Mueller and Liston 1991).
Both predator and forage fish species are attracted
to these structures, Mueller and Liston (1991)
believed these tire-reefs could be used to
concentrate and hold fish in specific areas.
Habitat structures could increase the density of
aguatic organisms in the canal as well as
concentrate anglers at specific locations. These
areas might be safer and more accessible to the
public, thereby reducing overall liabiliry.

Cartfish houses, constructed of bound sections
of corrugated pipe, would enhance reproduction
of catfish. These structures would also serve as
habitat and refugia for other species. Any
artificial habitat must be able to remain in place
and intact while not affecting SRP canal operation
and maintenance functions.

Salt River Project canal operations and
management greatly affect fish populations.
Incorporating canal operation and maintenance
opportunities to benefit fish populations is
encouraged. Dewatering plans could take into
account Jong-term fish population management.
Fish salvage and relocation efforts tied to
dewatering could be increased. Reduction of
chemical inputs, including alum sludge and
herbicides, would benefit fish populations.

Fish Stocking

To mect angler demand for preferred fish of
catchable size, an UCFP would require regular
stockings of catchable channel catfish and rainbow
trout. Our research showed that resident channel
catfish and rainbow trout rumbers in the Arizona
Canal were small. Therefore, additional angler
pressure on these populations could eliminate
them from the canal. A fish stocking schedule
could be modeled after the Urban Fish Program.
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For example, a winter put-and-take rainbow trout
fishery could be established, while channel catfish
could be stocked during the summer. Due to
high water temperatures, raisbow trout would pot
be expected to survive over the ssmmer months.
Based on our public opinion survey, respondents
also wanted to catch bass {species unspecified)
from the canals. Largemouth bass are difficult
and expensive to produce, therefore precluding a
regular stocking program. Instead, bass
populations (species unspecified) may be enhanced
by the additton of artificial habita,

Periodic Monitoring Activities

An UCFP would require periodic monitoring
using creel surveys, water quality sampling, and
fish collections. In addition to basic fisheries data,
creel surveys should be conducted 1o assess angler
satisfaction, fish harvest, and program success.
Water quality should be measured seasonally or
prior to fish stockings. Electrofishing and other
fish sampling should be conducted to monitor
changes in species composition and abundance in
response to stocking and angling pressure.

Public Safety and Liability

Public safety and liability issues have
prevented SRP from encouraging the
establishment of any kind of fishery within their
canal system. Salt River Project is reluctant to
promote fishing because of past lnigation
mvolving canal-based recreation. To develop an
UCFP, the liability issue is the fist and perhaps
mOSt Important step to resolve before any further
planning occurs. Liability agreements will need 1o
be made berween SRP, AGFD, and the cities {e.g.,
parks and recreation deparuments). The AGFD
would assume law enforcement dmies related to
fishing activities. Local police departments would
continue to patrol the canals as needed for public
safery.

Future Research

Little biological information exists on the 7
other SRP canals. Beginning in 1990, yearly
monitoring at electrical barrier sites has been
conducted at the heads of both the Arizona and
South canals. Data from the South Canal could
provide some insight into the assemblage of fishes
in the remaining canals. We believe that
additional research is needed to assess the
biological resources of these canals including fish
populations, primary production, benthos, and
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zooplankton. Other aspects need 10 be studied
such as canal operations, agricultural returss,
fishing access sites, habitats, and fish losses to
lateral canals.

In addition, comprehensive contaminant
studies on fish and sediments in all the SRP canals
should be examined. We include the Arizona
Canal because contaminant data from this study
was based on a small number of samples and did
not include sediment studies. The effects of alum
sludge on fish and invertebrate numbers,
distribution, survival, reproduction, and growth
need 10 be studied. Further investigation is
needed to quantify the amount and composition
of sediments in the Arizona Canal and how it
affects species use.

While lateral traps only intercepted a few
stocked fish, we suspect fish might be escaping the
main canal through lateral siphons farther
downstream from the stocking area. We believe
that to fully assess fish losses to the lateral canals
the number of traps should be increased and be
placed along the entire length of the Arizona
Canal. 1Ia addition, a longer monitoring period
for traps may be advisable.

This study has shown that the biological
conditions in the Arizona Canal can support a
fishery. Now the focus is on issues such as public
safety, liability, and conflicts between an urban
fishery and SRP’s operations and maintenance
functions.
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The "Arizona Falls" water control structure below Site 3.
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