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Pima County Attorney's Office 
32 North Stone Avenue 

Suite 1400 
Tucson, Arizona 85701-1412 

Phone (520) 740-5600 
Fax (520) 740-5585 
www.pcao.pima.gov 

Barbara LaWall 
Pima County Attorney 

January 31, 2012 

To the Arizona Domestic Violence Community: 

As Co-Chairman of the Pima County Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team ("DVFRT") I am 
optimistic that the DVFRT will soon complete its first case review. Our Team was established in 
accordance with A.R.S. §41-198 by Resolution 2010-233, adopted by the Pima County Board of 
Supervisors on October 5, 2010. The mission of the team is to analyze incidents of domestic 
violence related fatalities in Pima County in an effort to better understand the dynamics of such 
deaths and develop recommendations for associated agencies to help prevent domestic violence 
and domestic violence related fatalities in the future. 

The DVFRT represents a diverse group of professionals within the Domestic Violence 
Community. 

Pima County Domestic Position Organization 
Violence Fatality 

Review Team Members 
Name 

Ellen R. Brown Deputy County Attorney Pima County Attorney's Office 
Co-Chairman Supervisor, Domestic Violence 

Unit 
Kent Burbank Director Pima County Attorney's Office 

Victim Services Division 
Sgt. Todd Harkins Police Officer Pima County Sheriffs Office 
Co-Chairman 

Sgt. Chris Widmer Police Officer Tucson Police Department 

Bill Castaneda Probation Officer Pima County Adult Probation 

AlexDroban Police Officer Sahuarita Police Department 

Katie Rodriguez Victim Advocate Pima County Attorney's Office 



I 
Amy Gomez Social Service Worker Emerge Domestic Violence 

Center 

Anna Harper Social Service Worker Emerge Domestic Violence 
Center 

Pat Joy Retired 911 Dispatch Retired 
Supervisor 

Michael Linehan Police Officer Sahuarita Police Department 

Debra Kesterson Police Officer Marana Police Department. 

Charles May Police Officer Tohono O'Odham Police 
Department 

Claudia Powell Researcher Southwest Institute for Research 
on Women 

Megan Carr Police Officer Oro Valley Police Department 

John Carlson Intern Northern Arizona University 

Jenny Zelt Social Service Worker Child Protective Services 

The first case chosen for review by the DVFRT involved a homicide-suicide. The victim and 
perpetrator were married, however, estranged, and had a 12-year-old daughter who witnessed the 
tragic event. The couple was originally from another state and employed by the same federal 
agency. As far as the DVFRT can determine, it was not until just before the deaths that the issue 
of domestic violence came to light within our system. 

The DVFRT is hopeful it will be able to conclude the investigation of this case within the next 
two months and present an annual report. In 2011, the DVFRT accomplished the following: 

• Assembled a diverse team of members and continues to recruit community leaders to join 
theDVFRT. 

• Developed a Mission Statement, Bylaws and Procedures for case review - all in 
accordance with A.R.S. §41-198. 

• Selected a Domestic Violence related homicide-suicide to review 

• Established a secure websiteto upload all reports and documents relating to DVFRT 
investigation. 

• Conducted extensive investigation into the selected case, including contacting and 
attempting to contact out-of-state family members and possible investigative leads. 



I 
• Attempted to obtain information from a federal agency regarding employment of the 
victim and perpetrator, including, but not limited to, researching a Freedom of Information 
document request. 
• Researched the background of both victim and perpetrator to try and find any links to 
domestic violence in their past. 

Although the DVFRT has been diligent in investigating this case, there have been circumstances 
that delayed the final review, and therefore, the final report. 

The federal agency that employed both the victim and perpetrator for several years prior to the 
homicide-suicide, refused to provide any information about the individuals' history. The DVFRT 
attempted several times to ascertain whether the issue of domestic violence had been raised in the 
employment setting. However, the federal agency would not cooperate with our investigation. The 
DVFRT sent letters to the agency requesting information, researched a Freedom of Information 
request and attempted to interview individuals that knew the victim and perpetrator within the 
agency. None of the DVFRT efforts were successful. 

It was also difficult to reach out to the family members of the victim and the perpetrator. All 
individuals lived out-of-state. Despite sending letters and calling, we were unable to talk to more 
than one family member. 

The DVFRT wanted to exhaust its efforts to obtain information about the victim and perpetrator 
before the final review of this case. We believe we are at that point and intend to meet in February 
for final analysis and recommendations. We look forward to delivering our report in the near 
future. 

Sincerely 

Ellen R. Brown 
Supervisor, Domestic Violence Unit 
Pima County Attorney's Office 


