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MEMORIAL. 

To the llon~rable llouse of Representat·tves and Senate of the United States, 
in Cong-ress assembled : 

Your memorialists, the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Ari­
zona, respectfully represent that by the treaty of.Guadalupe Hidalgo, 
between the United States and the Republic of Mexico, ratified in ~igh­
teen hundred and forty-eight, the.· boundary line between the two 
Republics should com~ist of a straight line drawn from tho middle of the 
Gila. River, where it unites with the Colorado, to a point on the coast of 
the Pacific Ocean distant one marine league south of the southermost ' 
point of the port of San Diego. That in pursuance of said treaty tho 
boundary line was run· by the Commissioners appointed by the two 
Republics for that purpose; that in running the line according to the 
said treaty the said boundary line crossed the Rio Colorado twice' 
through a northern bend of that tortuous river-by which means a tract 
of land consisting of about one hundred and fifty acres, south of said 
bend, was thrown. into the limits of the United E:;tates-thus leaving a 
small portion of the United States Territory beyond the Colorado River, 
which separated it from every other portion of their territory. That 
when California was admitted into the Union as a State in eighteen hun­
dred and fifty, it was admitted with the same boundary' on the south as 
declared in her Constitution that was specified in tho said treaty of 
Guadulupe Hidalgo, and run by tho Commissioners aforesaid, the river 
Colorado separating the small tract of land before specified ·from the 
remainder of the State. :. · 

. Your memorialists further represent that the organic Act of the Ter­
ritory of Arizona., approved the twenty-fourth of February, A. D. eigh-

. teen hundred and sixty-t~ree, declared all that part of the 'Territory of 
New Mexico situated west of a. line running due south from the point 
where the southwest corner of the Territory of Colorado joinB the 
northern boundary of the Territory of New .Mexico, to the southern 
boundary line of the Territory of N e\V Mexico, should be and was 
erected into a 'l,erritorial Government to be called Arizona; that the 
boundary of New Mexico on the west, by the organic Act creating that 
'rerritory, approved September ninth, eighteen hundred and fifty, was 
the boundary line of the State of California, from the thirty-seventh 
})arallel of north latitude south to the point of tho Color.ado River where 
said boundary begins-which was the lino run by tho Commissioners 
, between the two Republics as aforesaid; tha~ afterwards, by. the Gads-

: 



den treaty of eighteen hundred and fifty-four1 the southern portion of 
the Territory of Arizona was acquired from the Republic of Mexico, 
attached to New .Mexico by an Act of Congress of tho United States, 
and tbo bonndary run and fixed by a joint commission of the two 
Repu blics·at an initial point on the Colorado, twenty miles belo"\v the 

. junction of tho River Gila with the Colorado. By this means the western 
bounrlary of Arizona runs from the thirty-seventh degree of latitude tho 
whole length of the California boundary on the south, and beyond the 
line of that State on the Colorado River; that r:aid small tract of land 
lies just below the junction of the River Gila with the Colorado; that it 
is in an important commercial point, and is the commercial landing place 
and business point for the· Territory of Arizona on the !ower Colorado; 
that it is opposite Fort Yuma, and. remote froni any civil government 

• organized in California; that there are no poliee and civil regulations 
there; that it is essential a_n,d important to Arizona to have said traet of 
land annP-xed to its Territory fOJ· the purpose of forming a landing place 
and a commercial to\vn ;·that it is of little .. importance to the .Stn.te of 

. Califori1ia; and of vast consequence to Arizona to possess it; .~bat if 
anne~ed to Arizona the benefit of civil government '\vould be imnw­
.diately extended over, it ·from Arir.ona City, .which· lies adjoining it 
on contiguous territory, ser)arated from it by. an ii:naginary line-while 
the Colorado flows between the said tract of land and the other portions 
,of tho territory of the State of California. : · , , . , . 

, \Vberefore, your memorialists pray j·our honorable. body to ]Yass an 
Act by which the said tract of territory of the State of California lying 
south of li'ort'Ynma and the Colorado Hiver, and bet\ve'en the Colorado 
Tiiver and tho li-ne of 'Arizona,. be annexed to Raid Territory of Arizona; 
providing that the State pf California~ by an Act of her Btate Legisla­
ture, will relinquish all her right O'l{~r said tract' ?f Ian~ to the said Ter-
ritory of Ari;1,ona.. . : . . . . .. ,· . .. , . . . . : .. 

That our delegate in Congress is hereby requested to. use all bonqr-
able means in his power to ~ecure the pas~age of said Act. . . · · · · 

• .That his excellency, the Governor of the· fJ.'erritory .of Arizona, is · 
hereby requested totrnnsmit a copy of this metnorial to our delegate in 
'Congr(~SS, also, a' copy to tho Governor of. the Stat-e of; California, with 
tho request to forwat·d such other information in his possessio.n, in order 
that it may be laid before the Legislature of the State of California. 

() 

.Approve:l N~u~'mbe; 3d, 1864: · 1 

\V.·· CI;A UDE JONES, 

I· 

Speaker of the House of Uepresentativcs. 
' 'l 

JonN N. Goonw~N. 

COLES BASHFORD,.: , 
President of the. Council. 

~ ' ; A t~ue 'c~py of tho orJginal, as 0!1 file }n my office. "\Vit-

{
. ··1· . ness my hand and tho seal of my office, given at Prescott, 

. · .. s~.AL •. ·.. · this ~;ixtcenth day of November,. A. D. eighteen hundred 

. '-Y--' .· and sixty-four. 'RICHIARD. ·a. M.cCOR.MICK, 

·I • .Secretary of. the Terri.tory;. 


