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Senate Government and House of Representatives County and Municipal Affairs 
Committee of Reference Report 

 
PRESCOTT HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF ARIZONA 

 
Background 
 
 Pursuant to A.R.S. § 41-2953, the Joint Legislative Audit Committee (JLAC) assigned the 
sunset review of the Prescott Historical Society of Arizona to the Senate Government and House  
County and Municipal Affairs Committee of Reference. 
 
 The Prescott Historical Society of Arizona (Society) was created by Laws 1964, Chapter 50 § 1 
for the purpose of preserving, maintaining, and perpetuating the Governor’s Mansion (Mansion), the 
Sharlot Hall Museum (Museum), and the historical collections contained in the Mansion and Museum 
and on the grounds in Prescott, Arizona.  Additionally, the Society procures by gift, exchange or 
purchase; books, maps, papers, goods, artifacts, utensils, museum specimens, and other data or 
materials pertaining to the history of Arizona and the west, amongst other statutory duties.  
 

The Society is funded through legislative appropriation and private sources such as donations 
and fees. In Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 the Society was appropriated $826,000 from the state General Fund. 
In FYs 2015 and 2016 the Society was appropriated $826,300. 
 
Committee of Reference Sunset Review Procedures  
 

The Committee of Reference held one public meeting on October 21, 2015 to review the 
Society's response to the sunset factors, as well as four additional questions, as required by A.R.S. § 41-
2954, subsections D and F, and to accept public testimony. The Committee of Reference received 
testimony from Fred Veil, Executive Director of the Prescott Historical Society of Arizona. Public 
testimony was received from Heidi Osselaer and Reba Wells Grandrud.  
 
Committee of Reference Recommendations  
 

The Committee of Reference recommended that the Prescott Historical Society of Arizona be 
continued for eight years.  
 
 
Attachments  
1. Agency Response  
2. Meeting Notice  
3. Minutes of the Committee of Reference Meeting 
4. PowerPoint Presentation – Prescott Historical Society of Arizona  
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 Interim agendas can be obtained via the Internet at http://www.azleg.state.az.us/InterimCommittees.asp 

 
ARIZONA STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
INTERIM MEETING NOTICE 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 

SENATE GOVERNMENT AND HOUSE COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS  
COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE FOR THE SUNSET REVIEW OF  

THE PRESCOTT HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF ARIZONA 
 
 
Date:  Wednesday, October 21, 2015 
 
Time:  2:00 P.M. 
 
Place:  SHR 109 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Opening Remarks 
4. Sunset Review of the Prescott Historical Society of Arizona 

 Presentation by the Prescott Historical Society of Arizona 
 Public Testimony 
 Discussion 
 Recommendation by the Committee of Reference 

5. Adjourn 
  
 
 
Members: 
 
Senator John Kavanagh, Co-Chair Representative Doug Coleman, Co-Chair 
Senator Sylvia Allen Representative Lela Alston 
Senator Lupe Contreras Representative Reginald Bolding 
Senator Martin Quezada Representative Karen Fann 
Senator Steve Smith Representative Anthony Rivero 
 
 
10/5/15 
sh 
 
 
For questions regarding this agenda, please contact Senate Research Department.  
Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation such as a sign language interpreter, by contacting the Senate Secretary’s 
Office: (602) 926-4231 (voice). Requests should be made as early as possible to allow time to arrange the accommodation. 
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ARIZONA STATE LEGISLATURE 
 

SENATE GOVERNMENT AND HOUSE COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS  
COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE FOR THE SUNSET REVIEW OF  

THE PRESCOTT HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF ARIZONA 
 

Minutes of the Meeting 
October 21, 2015 

2:00 p.m., Senate Hearing Room 109 
 
 
Members Present: 
Senator John Kavanagh, Co-Chair Representative Doug Coleman, Co-Chair 
Senator Sylvia Allen Representative Lela Alston 
Senator Martin Quezada Representative Karen Fann 
 
Members Absent: 
Senator Lupe Contreras Representative Reginald Bolding 
Senator Steve Smith Representative Anthony Rivero 
 
 
Staff: 
Cherie Stone, Senate Research Analyst 
Amanda Barnes, House Research Analyst 
 
 
Co-Chairman Kavanagh called the meeting to order at 2:01 p.m. and attendance was 
taken. 
 
SUNSET REVIEW OF THE PRESCOTT HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF ARIZONA 
 
Presentation by the Prescott Historical Society of Arizona 
 
Fred Veil, Executive Director, Prescott Historical Society, Sharlot Hall Historical 
Society, distributed a letter dated August 19, 2015 along with enclosures regarding the 
agency’s response to the sunset factors (Attachment A) and explained a PowerPoint 
presentation entitled “Sharlot Hall Museum” (Attachment B). Mr. Veil gave an overview 
of the Prescott Historical Society and the Sharlot Hall Museum. Mr. Veil answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Public Testimony 
 
Heidi Osselaer, representing herself, gave an overview of the resources available at 
and the importance of the Sharlot Hall Museum. 
 
Reba Wells Grandrud, representing herself, testified in support of the continuation of 
the Prescott Historical Society and the Sharlot Hall Museum. 
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County and Municipal Affairs  

Committee of Reference 
October 21, 2015 
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Discussion 
 
Representative Fann made statements in support of the Prescott Historical Society and 
the Sharlot Hall Museum. 
 
Recommendation by the Committee of Reference 
  

Representative Coleman moved the Committee of Reference make 
the recommendation to continue the Prescott Historical Society of 
Arizona for eight years. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 

 
Attached is a list noting the individuals who registered their position on the 
presentations (Attachment C). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:38 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 Shelley Ponce 
 Committee Secretary 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, 
Room 115. Audio archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
 



An Arizona History Adventure
Since 1928

Sharlot Hall Museum
Sunset Review, 2015
presented by Fred Veil, executive director



Sharlot Hall Museum

…the Vision of 

One Woman

87 years ago



Sharlot Hall Museum

…the Vision of 

One Woman

87 years ago

Governor’s Mansion



built at this location in 1864

… home and office of first Territorial Governors

Governor’s Mansion



Oldest surviving log cabin in Arizona

… built in 1863;  first general store in Territory

… relocated to campus in 1934;  restored to 1890s style

Fort Misery



Built in 1877 in classic Victorian style

… moved to the Museum property in 1974

Bashford House



Built in 1875 from local, milled lumber

… residence of John C. Frémont, fifth Territorial Governor 

… saved from demolition and moved to Museum in 1972

Frémont House



Replica of first public school in Territory 

… built near Granite Creek, Prescott in 1867 

… destroyed by fire in 1948;  replica built in 1962

School House



Constructed in 1934 -1936

… a project of the Civil Works Administration 

… native rock and pine log material

Sharlot Hall Building



Built by Works Progress Administration in 1930s 

… completed in 1936 under Sharlot Hall’s supervision  

… represents ranch homes of the area

Ranch House



Construction completed in 1979

… houses pre-history exhibits, theater and gallery

Lawler Exhibit Center



Territorial Memorial Rose Garden founded in 1948

… honors 280-plus pioneer, frontier women

… part of the Crown Jewel of Arizona’s Central Highlands

Memorial Rose Garden



Gazebo
Site of outdoor musical presentations, events

… immaculately groomed four-acre campus grounds

… an Arizona History Adventure for young ‘n’ old alike

and Grounds



Sharlot Hall Museum



Full-service research center with 

several hundred thousand documents,

images, maps, and recorded histories

Library & Archives



Workshop for service of facilities, 2013

… construction of exhibits and displays

… restoration of material and infrastructure

Trades Building



Admissions facility, 2014

… houses Porter engine from Congress mine

Sharlot’s Depot



“First People” completed in 2013

Pre-history Exhibit



“Beasts of the Pleistocene” opened in 2014

Pre-history Exhibit



Sharlot Hall Museum
For 87 years, an Arizona History Adventure
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