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Senate Government and House of Representatives Government and Higher Education 
Committee of Reference Report 

 
ARIZONA PIONEERS’ HOME/DISABLED MINERS’ HOSPITAL 

 
Background 
 
 Pursuant to A.R.S. § 41-2953, the Joint Legislative Audit Committee (JLAC) assigned the 
sunset review of the Arizona Pioneers’ Home/Disabled Miners’ Hospital to the Senate Government and 
House of Representatives Government and Higher Education Committee of Reference. 
 
 The Arizona Pioneers' Home/Disabled Miners’ Hospital (Home) is a long-term care facility 
established by the Territorial Legislature in 1909 and opened in Prescott in 1911. Originally charged 
with caring for residents who were active in Arizona's early development, the Home's admission 
requirements have been modified to allow the Home to become a nursing facility for long-time Arizona 
residents. Currently, candidates for admission to the Home must: 1) have been a legal resident or citizen 
of the United States for five years prior to their application to the Home; 2) have resided in Arizona for 
not less than 50 years; 3) have reached the age of 70 or more; and 4) be ambulatory and able to take 
care of themselves (A.R.S. § 41-923).  To qualify as a disabled miner, individuals must: 1) have been 
employed as a miner in Arizona; 2) be a legal resident or citizen of the United States; 3) be at least 60 
years old; and 4) be unable to financially support themselves or have suffered incapacitating injuries 
from and in the course of mining (A.R.S. § 41-942). 
 
Organization and Fiscal Issues  
 

The Arizona Pioneers’ Home provides housing and long-term nursing and medical care for 
Arizona long-term residents, and disabled miners.  The Home, on average, cares for 105 residents. 
The operating budget includes appropriations from the state General Fund in addition to other 
appropriated funds.  According to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee, the operating budget 
provides $6,061,500 and 106.3 FTE positions in FY 2015 and $6,032,000 and 106.3 FTE positions in 
FY 2016.  The operating budget consists of: 
 
     FY 2015   FY 2016 
State General Fund   $1,603,400   $1,603,400 
Miners’ Hospital Fund   $2,080,100   $2,050,600 
State Charitable Fund  $2,378,000    $2,378,000 
 
 
Committee of Reference Sunset Review Procedures  
 

The Committee of Reference held a public meeting on October 21, 2015 to review the Home's 
response to the sunset factors, as well as four additional questions, as required by A.R.S. § 41-2954, 
subsections D and F, and to accept public testimony.  The Committee of Reference received testimony 
from Ted Ihrman, Superintendent, Arizona Pioneers’ Home/Disabled Miners’ Hospital.  Public 
testimony was also received from several residents of the Arizona Pioneers’ Home/Disabled Miners’ 
Hospital including Anne Greathouse, Nathala McDonald, Leota Jarrel and Mary Pisel.   An additional 
public meeting was held on December 9, 2015 for the Committee to consider recommendations. 
Committee of Reference Recommendations  
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The Committee of Reference recommended that the Arizona Pioneers’ Home/Disabled Miners’ 
Hospital be continued for eight years.  
 
 
Attachments  
1. Agency Response  
2. Meeting Notices 
3. Minutes of the Committee of Reference Meetings 
4. Handout from Pioneers’ Home 
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 Interim agendas can be obtained via the Internet at http://www.azleg.state.az.us/InterimCommittees.asp 

 
ARIZONA STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
INTERIM MEETING NOTICE 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 

SENATE GOVERNMENT AND HOUSE GOVERNMENT AND HIGHER EDUCATION  
COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE FOR THE SUNSET REVIEW OF THE  

ARIZONA PIONEERS’ HOME / DISABLED MINERS’ HOSPITAL 
 
 
Date:  Wednesday, October 21, 2015 
 
Time:  3:00 P.M. or upon adj. of Sen Gov & House CMA COR 
 
Place:  SHR 109 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Approval of Minutes 
4. Opening Remarks 
5. Sunset Review of the Arizona Pioneers' Home / Disabled Miners' Hospital 

 Presentation by the Arizona Pioneers' Home / Disabled Miners' Hospital 
 Public Testimony 
 Discussion 
 Recommendation by the Committee of Reference 

6. Adjourn 
  
 
 
Members: 
 
Senator John Kavanagh, Co-Chair Representative John Ackerley, Co-Chair 
Senator Sylvia Allen Representative Lela Alston 
Senator Lupe Contreras Representative Jonathan Larkin 
Senator Martin Quezada Representative Phil Lovas 
Senator Steve Smith Representative Warren Petersen 
 
 
10/5/15 
sh 
 
 
For questions regarding this agenda, please contact Senate Research Department.  
Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation such as a sign language interpreter, by contacting the Senate Secretary’s 
Office: (602) 926-4231 (voice). Requests should be made as early as possible to allow time to arrange the accommodation. 
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 Interim agendas can be obtained via the Internet at http://www.azleg.state.az.us/InterimCommittees.asp 

 
ARIZONA STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
INTERIM MEETING NOTICE 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 

SENATE GOVERNMENT AND HOUSE GOVERNMENT AND HIGHER EDUCATION  
COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE FOR THE SUNSET REVIEWS OF  

THE ARIZONA PIONEERS’ HOME / DISABLED MINERS’ HOSPITAL  
AND THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 

 
 
Date:  Wednesday, December 9, 2015 
 
Time:  2:00 P.M. 
 
Place:  SHR 109 

AGENDA 
 
1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Approval of Minutes 
4. Opening Remarks 
5. Sunset Review of the Arizona Pioneers' Home / Disabled Miners' Hospital 

 Public Testimony 
 Discussion 
 Recommendation by the Committee of Reference 

6. Sunset Review of the Arizona Department of Administration 
 Presentation by the Office of the Auditor General 
 Presentation by the Arizona Department of Administration 
 Public Testimony 
 Discussion 
 Recommendation by the Committee of Reference 

7. Adjourn 
  
 
Members: 
 
Senator John Kavanagh, Co-Chair Representative John Ackerley, Co-Chair 
Senator Sylvia Allen Representative Lela Alston 
Senator Lupe Contreras Representative Jonathan Larkin 
Senator Martin Quezada Representative Phil Lovas 
Senator Steve Smith Representative Warren Petersen 
 
11/19/15 
sh 
 
For questions regarding this agenda, please contact Senate Research Department.  
Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation such as a sign language interpreter, by contacting the Senate Secretary’s 
Office: (602) 926-4231 (voice). Requests should be made as early as possible to allow time to arrange the accommodation. 
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ARIZONA STATE LEGISLATURE 
 

SENATE GOVERNMENT AND HOUSE GOVERNMENT AND HIGHER EDUCATION  
COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE FOR THE SUNSET REVIEW OF THE  

ARIZONA PIONEERS’ HOME / DISABLED MINERS’ HOSPITAL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting 
October 21, 2015 

3:00 p.m., Senate Hearing Room 109 
 
 
Members Present: 
Senator John Kavanagh, Co-Chair Representative John Ackerley, Co-Chair 
Senator Sylvia Allen Representative Lela Alston 
Senator Martin Quezada  
  
 
Members Absent: 
Senator Lupe Contreras Representative Jonathan Larkin 
Senator Steve Smith Representative Phil Lovas 
 Representative Warren Petersen 
 
 
Staff: 
Cherie Stone, Senate Research Analyst 
Sharon Carpenter, House Research Analyst 
 
 
Co-Chairman Kavanagh announced that due to lack of quorum the Committee would 
hear testimony only and would vote on the recommendation to continue the Arizona 
Pioneers’ Home/ Disabled Miners’ Hospital at a future meeting. 
 
SUNSET REVIEW OF THE ARIZONA PIONEERS' HOME / DISABLED MINERS' 
HOSPITAL 
 
Presentation by the Arizona Pioneers' Home / Disabled Miners' Hospital 
 
Ted Ihrman, Arizona Pioneer’s Home, distributed a handout explaining funding for the 
Arizona Pioneers’ Home (Attachment A) and a letter to the Committee dated June 29, 
2015 responding to the Sunset Review Process (Attachment B). Mr. Ihrman gave an 
overview of the history, requirements for entry and funding for the Arizona Pioneers’ 
Home/Disabled Miners’ Hospital. Mr. Ihrman answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
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Public Testimony 
 
Anne Greathouse, representing herself, testified in support of the continuation of the 
Arizona Pioneers’ Home/Disabled Miners’ Hospital. 
 
Nathala McDonald, representing herself, testified in support of the continuation of the 
Arizona Pioneers’ Home/Disabled Miners’ Hospital. 
 
Leota Jarrel, representing herself, testified in support of the continuation of the 
Arizona Pioneers’ Home/Disabled Miners’ Hospital. 
 
Mary Pisel, representing herself, testified in support of the continuation of the Arizona 
Pioneers’ Home/Disabled Miners’ Hospital. 
 
Representative Ackerley reminded the members and audience that the Committee 
would not be voting and that a vote would be taken at a future meeting. 
 
Attached is a list noting the individuals who registered their position on the presentation 
(Attachment C). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:37 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 Shelley Ponce 
 Committee Secretary 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, 
Room 115. Audio archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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ARIZONA STATE LEGISLATURE 
 

SENATE GOVERNMENT AND HOUSE GOVERNMENT AND HIGHER EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE FOR THE SUNSET REVIEWS OF THE ARIZONA 

PIONEERS’ HOME / DISABLED MINERS’ HOSPITAL AND THE ARIZONA 
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 

 
Minutes of the Meeting 

December 9, 2015 
2:00 p.m., Senate Hearing Room 109 

 
 
Members Present: 
Senator John Kavanagh, Co-Chair Representative John Ackerley, Co-Chair 
Senator Sylvia Allen Representative Lela Alston 
 Representative Jonathan Larkin 
 Representative Phil Lovas 
 Representative Warren Petersen 
  
Members Absent: 
Senator Lupe Contreras  
Senator Martin Quezada  
Senator Steve Smith  
 
Staff: 
Cherie Stone, Senate Research Analyst  
Sharon Carpenter, House Research Analyst  
 
Co-Chairman Kavanagh called the meeting to order at 2:11 p.m. and attendance was 
taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Kavanagh stated that without objection, the minutes of 
September 30, 2015 and October 21, 2015 were approved. 
 

Opening Remarks 
 
Senator Kavanagh gave opening remarks regarding testimony on the Arizona Pioneers’ 
Home/Disabled Miners’ Hospital. 
  
SUNSET REVIEW OF THE ARIZONA PIONEERS’ HOME/DISABLED MINERS’ 
HOSPITAL 
 
Cherie Stone, Senate Research Analyst, answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
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Discussion 
 
The Committee members discussed the Arizona Pioneers’ Home/Disabled Miners’ 
Hospital. 
 
Recommendation by the Committee of Reference 
 

Representative Ackerley moved that the Committee of Reference 
make the recommendation to continue the Arizona Pioneers’ Home/ 
Disabled Miners’ Hospital for eight years.  The motion CARRIED by 
voice vote. 
 

SUNSET REVIEW OF THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 
 
Presentation by the Office of the Auditor General 
 
Rosa Ellis, Performance Auditor, Office of the Auditor General, distributed and 
explained a PowerPoint presentation entitled “Arizona Department of Administration” 
(Attachment A).  Ms. Ellis answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Presentation by the Arizona Department of Administration 
 
Craig Brown, Director, Arizona Department of Administration, Director Brown gave 
a personal background and overview of the Arizona Department of Administration.  
Director Brown distributed and explained a PowerPoint presentation entitled “ADOA 
Arizona Department of Administration Performance Audit Sunset & Review-2015” 
(Attachment B).  Director Brown answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Elizabeth Thorson, Assistant Director, Human Resources Division,               
Arizona Department of Administration, gave a personal background and continued 
with the PowerPoint presentation (Attachment B). 
 
Director Brown continued with the PowerPoint presentation (Attachment B). 
 
Morgan Reed, Chief Information Officer, Arizona Department of Administration, 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Director Brown answered additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Barbara Corella, State Compliance Officer, State Procurement Office, continued 
with the PowerPoint presentation (Attachment B) and answered questions posed by the 
Committee.  
 
Paul Shannon, Assistant Director, Budget and Resource Planning, answered 
questions posed by the Committee.  
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Director Brown gave closing remarks. 
           
Recommendation by the Committee of Reference 
 

Representative Ackerley moved that the Committee of Reference 
make the recommendation to continue the Arizona Department of 
Administration for eight years.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:23 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
  
 Toy Brown 
 Committee Secretary 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, 
Room 115. Audio archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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