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az fun facts 

Buckskin Frank Leslie 
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Early Arizona was graced with a number of colorful characters 
with picturesquely whimsical names like Long-Necked Charlie 
Leisure, Shoot-'Em-Up Dick, Long-Hair Sprague, Red-Jacket 
Almer, Lafayette Grime, Rattlesnake Bill, Johnny-Behind-the
Deuce, Three-finger Jack, Bravo Juan, and Jawbone Clark. Along 
with those pioneering luminaries are a few less known, such as 
Coal-Oil Georgie, Senator Few Clothes, Geronimo Miranda, and 
H arelip Charley Smith. 

Charming specimens of Eve's flesh included Nellie the Pig, 
the Waddling Duck, the Dancing Ileifcr, the Galloping Cow, 
the Roaring Gimlet, Little Lost Chicken, Grasshopper, Madame 
Featherlegs, Peg-Leg Annie, Dutch Jake, Nervous Jessie, Snake 
Hips Lulu, and Lizette the Flying Nymph. 

Joining these pariahs of society was Buckskin Frank Leslie. 
Frank's early years were spent as an Indian scout for the Army. 

He arrived in Tombstone around 1880 and slid easily into the rau
cous social life of Arizona's largest boomtown. He was also good 
vvith a gun and is best known for killing the self-anointed "Billy the 
Kid" Claiborne in Tombstone after a confrontation in the Oriental 
Saloon on ;.Jovember 14, 1882. 

Handsome, dashing Buckskin Frank was also quite a ladies' 
man, and that vvould have been a, shall we say, lesser man's undo
ing. During the summer of1880, a week after shooting her jealous 
husband, Mike Killeen, Frank married Killeen's widow, 1v1ae.1hey 
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split the blanket in 1887, allegedly after she tired of him making 
her stand against a wall while he traced her silhouette with bullets 
from his six-shooter. 

Next, he took up with a prostitute named :Mollie V/i I Iiams (or 
Sawyer, or Bradshaw, or just plain Blonde M ollie). He may have 
killed her "benefactor," a man named Bradshaw. What Frank and 
Mollie had most in common was their love of whisky, and it led to 
many an argument. H e killed her over a drunken fit ofjealousyover 
a man known as "Six-Shooter" Jim. Frank thought he'd also killed 
Jim, but he lived to testify against Frank for the murder of Blonde 
Mollie. 1be law finally caught up with Frank, and he was sentenced 
to twenty-five years in the Yuma Territorial Prison. 

Frank was pardoned and released in November, 1896, thanks in 
part to a wealthy widow named Belle StowelL She'd fallen in love 
with the famous gunfighter while he was behind bars and began 
corresponding with him. They became husband and wife less than 
a month later. Somewhere along the way, they parted company, and 
he married Elnora Cast. H istory doesn't record whether he ever 
bothered with divorcing any of her predecessors. 

He arrived in Tombstone around 1880 and 
slid easily into the raucous social life of 
Arizona's largest boomtown. 

Frank seems to have disappeared around 1922, and his death is 
still disputed. One source says he committed suicide in 1925, while 
another says he str uck it rich in the K londike and died that way in 
the San Joaquin Valley. 

The best information indicates that h is last years, which he passed 
drunk and penniless, were spent working as a swam per-someone 
who sweeps and mops the floors in a saloon or res tau rant-in a San 
Francisco pool hall, dying in 1930 at the age of about 80. 

The circumstances concerning Buckskin Frank's death remain 
shrouded in mystery. ~ 
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